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Background 

The ESD for 2030 Roadmap sets out the urgent challenges facing the planet and underlines the 
implementation of the Education for Sustainable Development: Towards achieving the SDGs (ESD for 
2030) framework. ESD for 2030 aims to build a more just and sustainable world by strengthening ESD and 
contributing to the achievement of all 17 SDGs with particular attention to: a) individual transformation; 
b) societal transformation; and c) technological advances. It emphasizes the need of increased and 
systematized country-level implementation of ESD and calls for multi-sectorial partnership and 
collaboration under the strong leadership of Member States. The Roadmap outlines actions in five 
priority action areas on policy, learning environments, building capacities of educators, youth and local 
level action. It also underlines six key areas of implementation: country initiatives on ESD for 2030, ESD 
for 2030 Network, communication and advocacy, tracking issues and trends, mobilizing resources, and 
monitoring progress. Finally, it invites Member States to ESD country initiatives involving diverse actors 
based on their priority needs and opportunities in view of mainstreaming ESD in education and 
sustainable development in each country’s context. 

To support Member States, as well as regional and local stakeholders, with the implementation of ESD 
for 2030, UNESCO has established the global ESD for 2030 Network, ‘ESD-NET’. The network serves as a 
broad community of practice in ESD and provides opportunities for stakeholder engagement through: 1) 
knowledge sharing and mutual learning, 2) advocacy, 3) collaboration and 4) monitoring and evaluation. 

As part of the ESD for 2030 roadmap, tracking issues and trends and consistent monitoring and evaluation 
should be pursued to support the achievement of SDG target 4.7. Nearing the halfway point of the ESD 
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for 2030 Roadmap, it is time to look at progress, current trends, issues and challenges and identify key 
opportunities and recommendations that Member States and individual stakeholders can take to achieve 
the SDG targets.  

Rationale 

In order to support the implementation of the Roadmap and its country-led initiatives, strong evidence 
and strategic foresight in the latest developments of ESD are needed for countries and ESD partners to 
make informed decisions and plan their interventions effectively. The Roadmap also calls for UNESCO 
and its partners to conduct thematic research related to ESD and the SDGs, based on the key issues, 
trends and questions raised in relation to the five priority action areas. 

Through the ESD-NET community of practice, UNESCO calls for proposals on thematic papers that address 
the overarching theme of Education for Sustainable Development and the ESD for 2030 priority action 
areas: policy, learning environments, building capacity of teachers, empowering youth and accelerating 
local level actions. These papers will contribute firstly to strengthening the community of practice of the 
ESD-NET and its objectives to engage in knowledge sharing, mutual learning, advocacy, collaboration and 
evaluation. In addition, the papers will contribute to showcasing good practices and progress of ESD at 
global, regional and national levels, building a stronger evidence base to support Member States’ 
implementation of the Roadmap.  

Scope of thematic papers 

The papers should focus on current issues and trends related to Education for Sustainable Development. 
The papers can have a global or regional focus and include information from as many different countries 
as possible. The paper should draw on previous literature, case studies and analysis of secondary data. 
Primary data collection is not necessary, but if possible and available, highly encouraged. The papers 
should be original pieces and unpublished work and confirmed as such when submitted to UNESCO. 

The scope should consider and explore the following:  

- How have countries introduced or integrated ESD in their education systems? What are the policy 
implications or mechanisms introduced at the system and school level?  

- What tools, delivery modes and criteria are used to adapt existing strategies for strengthening 
ESD? What are the challenges?  

- How are schools and teachers prepared and supported (i.e. through the provision of online 
pedagogy systems/tools and resources, and professional support networks, etc.)?  

- How has ESD impacted the quality of education at local and national levels? What effect does 
ESD have on learning outcomes? What are the changes in terms of skills, competencies, attitudes 
and behaviours?  

- The linkages of the three pillars of ESD – social, environmental, economic domains.  

ESD for 2030 outlined the need for ESD to address societal transformation, structural changes and 
technological advances so we can deliver on transformative, relevant and quality education. As such, the 
thematic papers should aim to address specific topics, issues, trends in ESD and from across all 17 SDGs. 
Some suggested thematic topics include:  

- Climate change education/environmental education 
- Indigenous knowledge and cultural heritage 
- Early childhood education 
- Health, well-being, eco-anxiety 
- Digital tools/digital skills 
- Media and information literacy 
- Peace and citizenship education 
- Equity and inclusion 
- Green skills/green jobs 
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- Waste reduction and sustainable consumption 
- Youth engagement 
- Sustainable cities and communities 

 

 Outputs profile of a thematic paper 

 

The thematic paper should be short, concise, well-researched evidence-based original unpublished 
papers focused on key issues and trends in ESD. The final output should be similar to an academic journal 
article or and policy brief.  

Thematic paper length: 8,000 words maximum 

If selected by UNESCO, the thematic paper will be published as  UNESCO background paper under Open 
Access license CC BY SA 3.0 IGO on the UNESCO Digital Library (UNESDOC) and will be disseminated, 
notably through the ESD newsletter and social media platforms. The thematic paper may provide the 
basis and foundation for other events, such as ESD-NET learning webinars and thematic sessions at ESD 
regional or global meetings.  

Privacy Notice 

“Any personal data provided as part of this contribution may be used and cited in the products UNESCO 
will publish. I may revoke my consent by providing written notice. I also have a right to access and request 
correction of any personal data held by the Organization. I may exercise my rights in connection with this 

statement by contacting the ESD-NET Secretariat: esd-net@unesco.org ” 

 

Timeline 

Interested stakeholders are encouraged to submit a short expression of interest (see instructions below). 
Following a review and evaluation of these proposals, UNESCO ESD-NET Secretariat will short list a select 
number of proposals.  

The selected researchers should work with UNESCO ESD section to finalize the thematic paper, based on 
an agreed upon timeline. The timeline can be flexible depending on schedules but should not extend 
beyond 12 months. The timeline will vary depending on the scope of research, and whether any primary 
data collection may be included.  

An example timeline is as follows:  

- Research and drafting of thematic paper (e.g. 1-3 months) 
- Submit draft thematic paper to be reviewed by ESD-Net Secretariat (e.g. <1 month) 
- If retained by UNESCO, submit revised thematic paper to be reviewed by ESD-Net Secretariat and 

2-3 external peer reviewers (e.g. 1-2 months)) 
- Submit final thematic paper (e.g. 1 month) 

- UNESCO to proofread, design and publish thematic paper (e-pub, pdf) (e.g. 1 month) 
 

Expression of interest 

UNESCO is looking for individuals and/or entities to undertake the thematic paper(s). We welcome 
collaboration across individuals or entities. This call is open to any in the ESD-NET community of practice 
who wish to contribute. These thematic papers may be of interest to researchers/academic institutions 
looking to publish research articles/papers of ongoing research into ESD.    

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/igo/deed.en
mailto:esd-net@unesco.org
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The ESD-NET Secretariat at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris will select shortlisted authors/contributors 
based on a review of the expression of interest and the criteria listed below.  

Please submit your expression of interest to esd-net@unesco.org, with subject (Thematic 
Paper_Proposal_(NAME)) and the following:  

- Short expression of interest, proposed topic, research outline, timeline (max 2 pages)  
- Curriculum Vitae, including academic background and the list of publications, research grants and 

projects, for individuals and the web link for entities. 
- Sample of previous research or written work  

 
Deadline for submissions – Friday, 31 May 2024  

Proposals will be accepted in English, French and Spanish.  

 

Disclaimer: ESD-Net thematic papers are ‘voluntary contributions’ – no remuneration is provided.   

As part of the submission process, if the thematic paper is finally selected and retained by UNESCO, 
author(s) will be required to grant the rights of the thematic paper to UNESCO through a formal UNESCO 
Grant of Rights form and to warrant that the work is original, unpublished and that all necessary 
permissions for the reproduction of any copyrighted work included in the thematic paper are submitted 
to UNESCO. 

Criteria 

Shortlisted proposals will be selected based on the following criteria:  

1. The proposal clearly addresses one or more of the thematic focus areas: ESD and SDGs, 

transformative action, structural changes or technological advances. 

2. The proposal has a clear aim, objective, rationale and methodology. 

3. The paper should present novel ideas, findings or methodologies that contribute to the existing 

body of knowledge in ESD. 

4. The methodology should be sound, appropriate and adequately described to allow for replication 

or further investigation. The data analysis should be robust and appropriate for the research 

question. 

5. The proposal has clear added value for Member States to strengthen their implementation of 

ESD for 2030 at national or local level. 

6. The proposal is an original unpublished work. 
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