


















Une activitØ rØussie
Toutes les activitØs menØes en 2023 ont ØtØ une rØussite. Celle intitulØe " 
renforcement des capacitØs des Directeurs et Coordonnateurs des Ecoles 
AssociØes de l�UNESCO sur l�Education à la CitoyennetØ Mondiale (ECM) en vue du 
DØveloppement Durable " a ØtØ une parfaite rØussite compte tenu de la qualitØ des 
communications faites, de la pertinence des questions posØes par les participants, 
de leur satisfaction, de leur dØsir de la rØitØrer pØriodiquement et surtout à cause 
de l�aspect environnemental pris en compte à �n de chaque atelier en procØdant 
à la mise en terre de plants dans chacun des  dØpartements parcourus. Chaque 
directeur d�Øcole a Øgalement reçu des plants pour le mŒme exercice dans son Øcole.
Des missions de suivi des plants mis en terre ont ØtØ prØvus mais faute de moyen, 
elles n�ont pu Œtre effectuØes.

BÉNIN 
Commission nationale bØninoise nationale 
bØninoise pour l�UNESCO

PrØsident�: M. Karimou Salimane, ministre des 
Enseignements Maternel et Primaire

SecrØtaire gØnØrale�: Mme AbossŁdØ Paulette Okpeicha

Courrier Ølectronique�: spcnbu@yahoo.fr 

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023 
En 2023, la Commission Nationale BØninoise pour l�UNESCO 
a menØ six (06) activitØs dont cinq (05) �nancØes par le budget 
national et une par l�UNESCO dans le cadre du Programme de 
participation au titre du biennium 2022-2023. Celles �nancØes 
par le budget national sont :
�	 sensibilisation des acteurs des universitØs, des communautØs, 

sur les grands enjeux de l�UNESCO et vulgarisation des 
actions de la CNBU.

�	Session de la prØparation de la 42Łme ConfØrence gØnØrale 
de Paris/42C5. Comment assurer une meilleure participation 
du BØnin ?

�	 renforcement de capacitØ des acteurs des Øcoles associØes 
en vue de la promotion de la culture à travers les danses 
traditionnelles, les panØgyriques et les activitØs ludiques

�	 renforcement des capacitØs des Directeurs et Coordonnateurs 
des Ecoles AssociØes de l�UNESCO sur l�Education à la 
CitoyennetØ Mondiale (ECM) en vue du DØveloppement 
Durable et 

�	 sensibilisation dans les Øtablissements publics des espaces 
frontaliers des dØpartements des Collines, du Plateau, de la 
Donga et du Borgou sur la prØvention et la lutte contre la 
propagation du phØnomŁne de l�extrØmisme violent par la 
FBACCU.

Pour ce qui concerne les deux premiŁres activitØs qui sont 
relatives à l�UNESCO, la Commission nationale bØninoise pour 
l�UNESCO (CNBU) a, pour la premiŁre activitØ, vulgarisØ le 
guide des directeurs et coordonnateurs des Ecoles associØes 
de l�UNESCO (rØSEAU, outil ASPnet), dans les dØpartements du 
Couffo, du Mono, du Plateau, de l�OuØmØ, de l�Atlantique et du 
Littoral. Cette activitØ a permis aux bØnØ�ciaires de recevoir des 
informations nØcessaires à l�usage pratique du guide, ce qui les 
confortera dans leurs rôles de membre du rØSEAU, acteurs de 
l�UNESCO appelØs à �uvrer en vue d�un partenariat promoteur 
des idØaux de l�UNESCO.
En ce qui concerne la seconde activitØ relative à la session 
d�Øtude des recommandations issues de la ConfØrence gØnØrale 

de Paris sur le 41/C5, elle a permis aux acteurs nationaux 
de la Commission nationale BØninoise pour l�UNESCO, 
l�appropriation des dØcisions et recommandations issues de la 
41Łme ConfØrence gØnØrale.
Les deux derniŁres activitØs concernent l�ICESCO et sont 
relatives au suivi de l�utilisation des smartphones de l�ICESCO 
pour s�enquØrir de la suite de l�utilisation des appareils mis à la 
disposition de certaines Øcoles en 2020 lors de la pandØmie 
de la COVID-19 en vue de la continuitØ de l�Øducation dans les 
zones d�accŁs dif�cile.
La troisiŁme activitØ est relative au renforcement de capacitØs 
des acteurs des Øcoles associØes en vue de la promotion de la 
culture à travers les danses traditionnelles, les panØgyriques et 
les activitØs ludiques. Au cours de cette activitØ, des directeurs et 
coordonnateurs des Øcoles associØes ont ØtØ formØs sur les jeux 
traditionnels, les danses traditionnelles et les panØgyriques. Pour 
chaque thØmatique, les directeurs et coordonnateurs des Øcoles 
associØes ont ØtØ entretenus sur la dØ�nition, les importances, 
quelques exemples et une Øtude de cas. Les jeux traditionnels, 
les danses traditionnelles et les panØgyriques des localitØs 
parcourues ont ØtØ recensØs pour constituer un rØpertoire.  
En ce qui concerne la quatriŁme activitØ relative au renforcement 
des capacitØs des Directeurs et Coordonnateurs des Ecoles 
AssociØes de l�UNESCO sur l�Education à la CitoyennetØ 
Mondiale (ECM) en vue du DØveloppement Durable, les acteurs 
des Øcoles associØes de certaines communes des dØpartements 
de l�Atacora, de la Donga, du Mono, du Couffo, des Collines, 
de l�Alibori et du Borgou ont ØtØ formØs en vue d�affermir leur 
rôle dans la mise en �uvre de l�Education Transformatrice que 
prône l�UNESCO à travers le Programme Education 2030, 
notamment en ce qui concerne la promotion du dØveloppement 
durable par la citoyennetØ responsable.
Pour ce qui est de la cinquiŁme activitØ relative à la sensibilisation 
dans les Øtablissements publics des espaces frontaliers sur la 
prØvention et la lutte contre la propagation du phØnomŁne de 
l�extrØmisme violent, la FØdØration BØninoise des Associations, 
Centres et Clubs UNESCO (FBACCU) en collaboration avec la 
Commission Nationale BØninoise pour l�UNESCO, a sensibilisØ 
les jeunes collØgiens et Øtudiants des communes frontaliŁres 
des dØpartements des Collines, du Plateau, de la Donga et du 
Borgou. A chaque Øtape de la tournØe, un tØlØ�lm rØalisØ à cet 
effet se joue suivi de questions et rØponses.

La sixiŁme activitØ, �nancØe par l�UNESCO dans le cadre 
du Programme de Participation du bienium 2022-2023, est 
aussi intitulØe " renforcement des capacitØs des Directeurs 
et Coordonnateurs des Ecoles AssociØes de l�UNESCO sur 
l�Education à la CitoyennetØ Mondiale (ECM) en vue du 
DØveloppement Durable" comme la quatriŁme �nancØe par le 
budget national.

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint
En 2024, la Commission Nationale BØninoise pour l�UNESCO, fort de ce qu�elle a constatØ qu�en dØpit des diffØrents textes qui soutiennent 
sa crØation, elle n�est pas assez connue, ni dans sa dØnomination, ni dans ses actions qui promeuvent les idØaux de l�UNESCO,  compte 
organiser des sØances d�information dans les diffØrents ministŁres a�n de permettre aux cadres desdits ministŁres de connaitre davantage 
l�UNESCO, ses idØaux, ses domaines de compØtence, ses prioritØs et les amener à comprendre le rôle qui est le leur pour l�atteinte de ses 
objectifs. Elle envisage aussi continuer de renforcer les capacitØs des Directeurs et Coordonnateurs des Ecoles AssociØes de l�UNESCO 
sur l�Education à la CitoyennetØ Mondiale (ECM) en vue du DØveloppement Durable. 

Renforcement des capacitØs des Directeurs et Coordonnateurs des Ecoles 
AssociØes de l�UNESCO sur l�Education à la CitoyennetØ Mondiale (ECM) 
en vue du DØveloppement Durable ' Commission nationale bØninoise pour 
l�UNESCO
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Une activitØ rØussie 
Parmi toutes les activitØs que nous avons rØalisØes au cours de l�annØe 2023, 
l�activitØ de Sensibilisation de la communautØ batwa en vue de l�Ølimination des 
barriŁres psychologiques à la frØquentation scolaire nous paraît vraiment pertinente 
et rØussie, les membres de la communautØ des Batwa, une composante sociale 
autochtone de la population burundaise.

Alors que le Burundi avait quatre catØgories sociales (Abaganwa (aristocratie 
royale), les Bahutu, les Batutsi et les Batwa) avant la colonisation, l�autoritØ 
coloniale belge les a rØduites à trois du fait que les Baganwa ont ØtØ assimilØs 
aux Batutsi. Dans la politique coloniale de diviser pour rØgner, la catØgorie sociale 
à qui l�autoritØ coloniale a donnØ presque tous les avantages socio-Øconomiques 
et politiques sont les Bututsi. Les Bahutu devaient Œtre des serviteurs. Les Batwa 
Øtaient donc exclus de toute participation citoyenne à la vie politique et Øconomique 
du pays. Ils Øtaient marginalisØs plus qu�ils ne l�Øtaient avant la colonisation. 
Presque la totale des membres de cette communautØs vit sans terre dans un pays 
oø l�agriculture de subsistance est la principale activitØ Øconomique. A force d�Œtre 
marginalisØs, les Batwa se sont par la suite marginalisØs. Leur taux de scolarisation 
est tellement trŁs faible alors qu�Øducation est un droit inaliØnable. La mission de 
la Commission Nationale de l�UNESCO Øtait de descendre dans le terroir de ces 
Batwa, dans trois provinces qui prØsentent des cas plus dØmunis, à travers trois 
ateliers, une intensive en vue de se mobiliser pour l�Øcole. Lors de ces ateliers 

auxquelles ont participØ les membres autres communautØs (Bahutu et Batutsi), 
plusieurs causes d�exclusion, d�analphabØtisme et de la moindre participation à 
l�Øcole ont ØtØ relevØes. Nous avons ensuite organisØ une confØrence à l�intention 
des autoritØs politiques, administratives et des organisations de la sociØtØ civile pour 
se mobiliser pour que les enfants batwa Øtudient. Ainsi, les effectifs des enfants de 
cette communautØ ont-ils augmentØ au cours de la rentrØe scolaire de 2023-2024. 

BURUNDI
Commission nationale du Burundi pour l�UNESCO.

PrØsidente : M. François Hayvamarina, ministre de 
l�Education Nationale et de le Recherche scienti�que

SecrØtaire gØnØral�: M. Jean Bosco Manirambona

Courrier Ølectronique : comnat@gmail.com 

Site web : www.natcom.bi

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023

Au cours de l�annØe 2023, la Commission Nationale du 
Burundi pour l�UNESCO a rØalisØes les principales activitØs 
suivantes en 2023 :

�	Avec les services de la Direction GØnØrale de la Culture, 
la Commission a coordonnØ et publiØ la rØdaction du 
rapport pØriodique quadriennal sur la mise en �uvre de la 
Convention de 2003 ;

�	La mise en �uvre puis la rØdaction des rapports narratifs, 
�nanciers et d�Øvaluation de cinq projets qui ont ØtØ �nancØs 
par l�UNESCO au titre du Programme de Participation pour 
le biennium 2022-2023 ;

�	La rØdaction des rapports de mise en �uvre du projet de 
mise à jour de l�inventaire du Patrimoine Culturel ImmatØriel 
(PCI) de 2009 avec la participation des communautØs. 
Ainsi, ont-ils ØtØ produits un �lm de 52 minutes, un �lm de 5 
minutes sur le bØnØ�ce du PCI et un �lm de 5 minutes sur la 
sauvegarde du PCI. 

�	La rØdaction des textes de mise sur pieds des Commissions 
Nationales MAB et PHI.   

�	La participation, aux côtØs des experts de l�UNESCO 
du Bureau rØgional de l�Afrique centrale, à l�atelier de 
prØparation de l�inscription de la forŒt de Kibira et de la 
rØserve de la Rusizi.  

Photo de famille de l�atelier de validation du rapport sous-rØgional sur Partial 
view of participants at the Bubanza workshop
' Commission nationale du Burundi pour l�UNESCO

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

Notre Commission Nationale est prØoccupØe par les con�its qui surgissent à l�Est de la RØpublique DØmocratique du Congo, pays 
frontalier du Burundi (à l�ouest). La guerre que mŁne le mouvement M23 a, dans ses revendications, la volontØ de sØcuriser une 
communautØ des Batutsi Banyamulenge. Cette communautØ ethnique se retrouve aussi au Rwanda, au Burundi, en Tanzanie mais aussi 
en Ouganda dans la communautØ es Banyankole pour ne citer que celle-ci. Ayant l�expØrience des nØgociations de paix entre les Bahutu 
et les Batutsi, deux communautØs qui se combattaient de 1993 à 2003, le Burundi a abouti à un accord de paix connu sous le nom 
d�Accord d�Arusha pour la paix et la RØconciliation au Burundi" signØ en 2000 en Tanzanie. La Commission Nationale du Burundi pour 
l�UNESCO voudrait initier une synergie avec les pays de l�Afrique centrale et de l�Est par le biais de leurs Commissions nationales pour 
l�UNESCO) pour chercher la paix et Øviter un gØnocide et des crimes contre l�humanitØ non seulement en RØpublique DØmocratique du 
Congo aussi dans les pays voisins. 
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Une activitØ rØussie
En�n, la rØalisation qui mØrite d�Œtre retenue comme la plus frappante en 2023 est 
la mise en �uvre du projet Caravane ��Incubateurs de la Paix, de la TolØrance et du 
Dialogue Intercommunautaire en milieu scolaire�� au CAMEROUN. 

L�ambition de la CNU en proposant le prØsent projet est, au-delà d�assumer son rôle, 
d�introduire un rØfØrentiel de la paix en milieu scolaire a�n de contribuer à faire de 
l�Øcole un espace sßr et sain pour que l�Øducation soit protØgØe et pØrennisØe.

La cØrØmonie de lancement of�ciel du projet a eu lieu le 29 janvier 2024, dans 
l�enceinte du Complexe Scolaire Bilingue de Bastos à YaoundØ sous la prØsidence 
du Professeur Laurent Serge ETOUNDI NGOA, Ministre de l�Education de Base, 
PrØsident de la Commission Nationale pour l�UNESCO. Cet ØvØnement trŁs couru a vu 
la participation du Ministre des Enseignements Secondaires, du Ministre de la Jeunesse 
et de l�Education Civique, du SecrØtaire d�Etat auprŁs du Ministre de l�Education de 
Base, du Directeur du Bureau RØgional Multisectoriel de l�UNESCO pour l�Afrique 
Centrale,  de la Commission du Bilinguisme et du Multiculturalisme, du SecrØtaire 
GØnØral de la Commission nationale pour l�UNESCO, du Gouverneur de la rØgion 
du Centre, du PrØfet du DØpartement du Mfoundi, du Sous-prØfet de YaoundØ 1, du 
Maire de la Commune d�Arrondissement de YaoundØ 1, des Chefs d�Øtablissement des 
membres des Conseils d�Ecole, des parents d�ØlŁves ainsi que de milliers d�ØlŁves. La 
Caravane marquØe par trois moments s�est dØployØe dans vingt Øtablissements du 
primaire et du secondaire : 

	� Le moment « griot de la paix » avec pour objectif l�acceptation de l�autre et la tolØrance grâce à un rØcit ludique ;
	� Le moment « Master Class sur la paix », consistant en l�Øcriture d�une charte de la paix « », grâce à une interaction engageante ; 
	� Le moment « graine de paix » ayant ØtØ marquØ par la plantation d�un arbre, dit « arbre de la paix », pour marquer de maniŁre symbolique l�enracinement de la paix, 

et �gurer le processus de sa pØrennisation, tributaire de l�arrosage quotidien et continuel et de l�adoption d�attitudes positives au service de la paix et d�un mieux vivre 
ensemble en milieu scolaire. 

CAMEROUN
Commission nationale du Cameroun  
pour l�UNESCO  

PrØsident�: M. Laurent Serge Etoundi Ngoa, ministre de 
l�Education de Base

SecrØtaire gØnØral�: M. Abdoul-Aziz Yaouba

Courrier Ølectronique�: cnucameroun@yahoo.fr  

Site web : comnat-unesco.cm

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023

L�annØe 2023 a ØtØ dense et dynamique en termes d�activitØs 
au sein de la Commission Nationale pour l�UNESCO  au 
regard des dØfis nationaux à relever ; car, au-delà des 
problØmatiques jusque-là rØcurrentes telles que la lutte contre 
l�analphabØtisme, la promotion de la paix, la consolidation 
de l�unitØ nationale, le dØrŁglement climatique, etc., l�annØe 
2023 a ØtØ marquØe au niveau national  par les consØquences 

instances des crises sØcuritaires et alimentaires  avec des 
rØpercussions nØfastes sur le pouvoir d�achat des populations.

MalgrØ ces dØ�s pluriels, la Commission Nationale pour 
l�UNESCO a continuØ de jouer un rôle dØcisif dans la mise 
en �uvre des programmes de l�UNESCO dans les domaines 
de l�Education, la Culture, les Sciences Exactes et Naturelles, 
les Sciences Sociales et Humaines, la Communication et 
l�Information. Ce rapport constitue ainsi un riche tØmoignage 
des efforts constants qui ont ØtØ dØployØs par le SecrØtariat 
GØnØral avec le soutien indØfectible du PrØsident de la 
Commission Nationale au travers d�actions collectives et 
individuelles menØes tout au long de l�annØe 2023. 

En abordant les questions liØes aux diffØrents domaines  
ci-dessus ØvoquØs, la Commission Nationale pour l�UNESCO 
a participØ une fois encore à la rØsolution des problŁmes y 
relatifs dans la perspective de la rØalisation des 17 objectifs 
du dØveloppement durable (ODD) adoptØs en 2015. Il s�est agi 
d�appuis technique et matØriel aux organisations de la sociØtØ 
civile, d�accompagnement technique des administrations 
sectorielles, des cØlØbrations des journØes commØmoratives 
et des formations en matiŁre de renforcement des capacitØs. 

Projet Caravane « Incubateurs de Paix, TolØrance et Dialogue 
Intercommunautaire en milieu scolaire »
' Commission nationale du Cameroun pour l�UNESCO

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

Dans le cadre des prioritØs futures, la Commission nationale du Cameroun pour l�UNESCO entend organiser un sØminaire sous 
rØgional de RENFORCEMENT DES CAPACITES DU PERSONNEL des Commissions nationales de l�UNESCO de l�Afrique centrale. 
Ce renforcement des capacitØs vise à amØliorer les compØtences, les connaissances et les pratiques professionnelles des membres 
desdites Commissions, à l�effet de mieux atteindre les objectifs poursuivis par l�UNESCO.

De plus, conformØment à la rØalisation des objectifs du dØveloppement durable, cible 11.4, et en tenant compte du rôle transversal 
de la culture pour le dØveloppement durable, la CNU envisage organiser un Atelier de rØ�exion sous rØgional sur la mise en 
�uvre des Conventions, à caractŁre culturel (Conventions 1970 ;1971 ; 1972 ; 2001 ; 2003 ; 2005), en Afrique Centrale. Cette 
activitØ permettra de promouvoir la culture et l�Øconomie crØative et sauvegarder le patrimoine culturel et naturel face aux dØ�s 
mondiaux visØs par les programmes de dØveloppement durable à l�horizon 2030 et d�attØnuer les consØquences de la pandØmie 
à Covid-19.

Au demeurant, ces projets, inscrits au plan d�action 2025 de la CNU, assureront une comprØhension approfondie des programmes, 
des prioritØs et des valeurs de l’UNESCO et aideront les Etats membres à transposer leurs dispositions dans les politiques et stratØgies 
rØgionales et interrØgionales.
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Une activitØ rØussie
Avec les crises rØcurrentes, nombreux sont les orphelins en 
RØpublique Centrafricaine. On compte aujourd�hui un nombre ØlevØ 
d�enfants n�ayant reçu aucune Øducation ou qui sont dØscolarisØs. 
Certains de ces enfants sont obligØs d�aller vivre dans la rue. Le 
nombre croissant d�enfants de la rue vient aggraver l�insØcuritØ au 
sein de la sociØtØ centrafricaine. C�est pour pallier cette situation 
que le projet a ØtØ initiØ pour rendre leur dignitØ aux cinquante 
�lles vulnØrables choisies. Les apprenantes pour cette formation 
dans les domaines de la couture et de la restauration ont fait 
preuve de sØrieux et de dØvouement. A la cØrØmonie de clôture, 
celles-ci ont exprimØ avec Ømotion toute leur gratitude à l�UNESCO 
et les produits qu�elles ont rØalisØs et prØsentØs au public venu 
pour la circonstance Øtaient au-dessus des attentes du point de 
vue qualitØ. De surcroit, des kits leur ont donnØ l�opportunitØ de 
s�installer aujourd�hui à leur propre compte, tØmoignant ainsi de 
leur rØelle insertion socioØconomique. 

RÉPUBLIQUE 
CENTRAFRICAINE
Commission nationale centrafricaine  
pour l�UNESCO

PrØsident : M. AurØlien Simplice Kongbelet-Zingas 

SecrØtaire gØnØral�: Mme Georgette Florence Koyt-
Deballe 

Courrier Ølectronique : gfdkoyt@gmail.com 

RØsume des activitØs en 2023 

La Centrafrique a retrouvØ sa place parmi les nations 
dØmocratiques avec les Ølections de 2020 toutefois, les efforts 
doivent continuer pour retrouver la cohØsion sociale et la 
sØcuritØ. C�est dans ce contexte que nous avons rØalisØ cinq 
principales activitØs en 2023.

Formation et insertion des �lles vulnØrables de la ville de Bangui�: 
Les crises militaro-politiques ont rØduit le tissu Øconomique et le 
chômage frappe surtout les �lles. Pour pallier ces problŁmes, 
certaines �lles vulnØrables ont reçu une formation accØlØrØe en 
restauration-cuisine et en coupe-couture. Elles ont reçu des kits 
pour leur installation.

SØminaire de sensibilisation et de formation des responsables 
des Øcoles associØes et clubs UNESCO : Les crises militaro-
politiques ont freinØ le fonctionnement des clubs UNESCO. 
C�est pourquoi un sØminaire de formation et de sensibilisation 
a rassemblØ des responsables d�Øtablissements en vue de la 
redynamisation de leurs activitØs.

Projet pilote de mise en place de latrines amØliorØes pour les 
ØlŁves à mobilitØ rØduite : En Centrafrique, la spØci�citØ des 
enfants handicapØs n�est pas prise en compte et les lieux 
d�aisance sont inadaptØs pour eux. Pour permettre une Øducation 
inclusive, 2 Øcoles et 3 lycØes ont ØtØ dotØs en latrines amØliorØes 
pour rØpondre aux besoins des enfants à mobilitØ rØduite, de 
façon expØrimentale.

Reboisement des pØrimŁtres de certains Øtablissements 
scolaires : Des arbres ont ØtØ plantØs dans deux Øtablissements 
scolaires. Alors, les ØlŁves, les enseignants et les parents, mais 
Øgalement le grand public via les mØdias, ont ØtØ sensibilisØs 
sur le changement climatique et la rØduction des risques de 
catastrophe.

Atelier de sensibilisation des Forces de SØcuritØ IntØrieure (FSI) 
sur la sØcuritØ des biens culturels et patrimoniaux en pØriode de 
con�it armØ : Des of�ciers des Forces de SØcuritØ IntØrieure et de 
DØfense et des professionnels du patrimoine ont ØtØ formØs avec 
l�appui du Bureau pour l�Afrique Centrale.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

La RØpublique Centrafricaine dispose de la RØserve de BiosphŁre de la Basse Lobaye et partage des rØserves de biosphŁre avec le 
Tchad, le Cameroun et le Congo DØmocratique. Il s�agit du Trinational de la Sangha au sud-ouest et du Complexe des Aires ProtØgØes 
du Nord-Est (RØserve de biosphŁre du Nord-Est). Dans chaque rØserve, (3) zones sont dØlimitØes sur la carte (zone cynØgØtique, zone 
tampon et zone de conservation) mais ne sont pas indiquØes dans les rØserves. Elles gagneraient à Œtre matØrialisØes sur le terrain.

Les apprenantes portant les habits qu�elles ont coupØ et cousu elles-mŒmes
' Commission nationale centrafricaine pour l�UNESCO
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PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

L�action future de la Commission Nationale Ivoirienne pour l�UNESCO vise un double objectif : le premier a trait à sa visibilitØ et 
le deuxiŁme à la poursuite de l�implication effective dans les programmes et les activitØs de l�UNESCO et la participation active 
dans les travaux de ses organes de gouvernance. Dans ce cadre la Commission prØvoit :

�	un atelier sur le thŁme « Prise en charge par l�Øcoute active des victimes de VBG », co organisØ avec le RØseau des Dynamiques 
Institutrices de Côte d�Ivoire le 10 fØvrier 2024 ;

�	 la commØmoration de la JournØe Internationale de la Femme le 15 mars 2024 sur le thŁme « investir en faveur des femmes : 
accØlØrer le rythme » au travers d�une sØance de �tness ;

�	 la commØmoration de la JournØe Internationale du Vivre Ensemble en paix le 16 mai 2024 autour d�un dØjeuner-dØbat co-
organisØ par la CNI-UNESCO et le Bureau UNESCO d�Abidjan à l�endroit de leurs agents respectifs

�	des rencontres d�Øchanges avec les ØlŁves des lycØes de Cocody et d�Abobo dans le cadre de la promotion du rØSEAU lors du 
Salut aux couleurs suivies d�entretien avec les Chefs d�Øtablissement et leurs collaborateurs de fØvrier à aout 2024 ;

�	 l�organisation de la « JOURNÉE DE LA COMNAT » à AdzopØ en septembre 2024 pour faire connaitre la Commission et ses 
Services à la communautØ Øducative de la ville ;

�	 la participation du SecrØtaire GØnØral à la rØunion sous rØgionale des Commissions nationales de l�Afrique à Luanda (Angola) ,
�	 la participation à la rØunion du RESEAO en GuinØe ;
�	 l�exØcution et le suivi des Programmes de Participation par les partenaires ;
�	 le suivi des Chaires UNESCO et des Clubs pour l�UNESCO.

CÔTE D'IVOIRE
Commission nationale ivoirienne pour l�UNESCO 

PrØsidente : Mme Mariatou KonØ, ministre de l�Éducation 
Nationale et de l�AlphabØtisation

SecrØtaire gØnØral : M. Ngolo Aboudou Soro

Courrier Ølectronique : comnatcotedivoire@gmail.com  

RØsumØ des activitØsen 2023

En 2023, la Commission nationale ivoirienne pour l�UNESCO 
a rØussi à atteindre son objectif. Nous avons pu honorer nos 
engagements tant au plan national, rØgional qu�international. 
Au Maroc, nous avons participØ à la mise en place de l�Alliance 
des Commissions nationales et des villes apprenantes africaines. 
La Côte d�Ivoire a bØnØ�ciØ de 7 Programmes de Participation 
et de 3 Aides d�urgence. En collaboration avec le Bureau 
UNESCO d�Abidjan et les MinistŁres techniques ou partenaires, 
nous avons pu mener les activitØs suivantes : 

�	L�Atelier de formation sur le processus de soumission des 
projets au FIDC le 9 mai 2023 au MusØe des civilisations 
d�Abidjan ;

�	La signature d�une convention de partenariat entre deux 
Øcoles associØes de l�UNESCO à savoir Les Cours SØvignØ 
de Marcory et le CollŁge Moderne de Siempurgo (Boundiali) 
le 23 juin 2023 ;

�	Les ateliers de renforcement des capacitØs des agents et des 
partenaires de la CNI-UNESCO le 1er juin à BouakØ et le 
7�juillet 2023 au CNMS à Cocody ;

�	La participation de la Côte d�Ivoire aux ateliers 
internationaux de renforcement des compØtences et 
de partage d�expØrience en matiŁre de transformation 
curriculaire du 17 au 21 juillet 2023 ; 

�	La Signature du MØmorandum d�Entente des Commissions 
Nationales et des villes apprenantes africaines au Maroc le 
14 septembre 2023 ;

�	Le suivi des activitØs agroforestiŁres promues autour du Parc 
national de Taî ;

�	Les travaux prØparatoires et la participation à la 42e 

ConfØrence gØnØrales de l�UNESCO. 

Une activitØ rØussie

Dans le cadre de la phase 1 du PP de renforcement de capacitØs de 
ses agents et partenaires, la Commission Nationale Ivoirienne pour 
l’UNESCO a organisØ un atelier de formation le jeudi 1er juin 2023 à 
l’UniversitØ Alassane Ouattara de BouakØ sur le thŁme :StratØgies de 
mise en oeuvre du mandat de l’UNESCO dans la ville apprenante de 
BouakØ. Cette formation Øtait destinØe aux dirigeants de l’UniversitØ 
Alassane Ouattara, aux Chaires UNESCO et à la ville de BouakØ, ville 
apprenante de l’UNESCO. Avec pour objectif principal d’informer 
les autoritØs universitaires et les Øtudiants sur la mission et les 
programmes de l’UNESCO. 

La rencontre fut un franc succŁs de par la qualitØ des personnalitØs 
prØsentes, la qualitØ des interventions tant en prØsentiel qu’en ligne. 
Des agents du SiŁge sont intervenus pour prØsenter le rØseau des 
villes apprenantes. La sØance a ØtØ couronnØe par la signature du 
document portant crØation du Cadre Collaboratif Permanent (CCP) par 
le SecrØtaire GØnØral de la Commission Nationale, le Professeur SORO N’golo, le 5e Adjoint au Maire de la Commune de BouakØ, Monsieur DIABY Aboubacar et le Vice-PrØsident 
de l’UniversitØ Alassane Ouattara chargØ de la pØdagogie, de la recherche et de la vie universitaire, le Professeur Michel KODO.

La signature du document portant crØation du Cadre Collaboratif Permanent (CCP)
' Commission nationale ivoirienne pour l�UNESCO
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RÉPUBLIQUE 
DÉMOCRATIQUE 
DU CONGO
Commission nationale de la RØpublique 
DØmocratique du Congo pour l�UNESCO

PrØsident�: M. Professeur Tony Mwaba Kazadi, ministre de 
l�Enseignement Primaire, Secondaire et Technique

SecrØtaire gØnØral�: M. Lazare Liema Ibongo-Botie

Courrier Ølectronique�: comnat.rdc@gmail.com

Site web : www.comnat-rdc.cd

RØsume des activitØs en 2023

En 2023, la Commission Nationale de la RØpublique 
dØmocratique du Congo pour l�UNESCO a organisØ une 
sØrie d�ateliers de renforcement des capacitØs dans les divers 
domaines de compØtence de l�organisation. Il s�est agi notamment 
de l�organisation de l�atelier de renforcement de capacitØs des 
rØseaux opØrationnels de lutte contre le tra�c illicite des biens 
culturels. Elle a Øgalement procØdØ à la vulgarisation de la 
Recommandation sur l�Ethique de l�Intelligence Arti�cielle au 
sein des universitØs, instituts supØrieurs et centres de recherche 
de la RØpublique dØmocratique du Congo pour total de 10 
sites touchØs. La Commission Nationale a Øgalement appuyØ 
le processus de rati�cation des 4 Conventions dans le Secteur 
de l�Education par la RØpublique dØmocratique du Congo, en 
collaboration avec le Bureau UNESCO Hors siŁge de Kinshasa. 
Il s�agit des Conventions sur la lutte contre la discrimination dans 
le domaine de l�enseignement ; sur l�enseignement technique 
et professionnel, sur la reconnaissance des qualifications 
relatives à l�enseignement supØrieur et la Convention rØgionale 
sur la Recommandation des Øtudes et des certi�cats, diplômes, 
grades et autres titres de l�enseignement supØrieur dans les Etats 
d�Afrique. 

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

En 2024, dans le cadre de l�Øducation artistique et cultuelle, la Commission Nationale organisera un atelier de renforcement des 
capacitØs en faveur des enseignants du RØseau des Ecoles associØes de l�UNESCO dans le domaine du patrimoine culturel immatØriel en 
perspectives de l�Ølaboration d�un programme axØ sur l�initiation des ØlŁves à la sauvegarde des PCI de leurs communautØs respectives 
en contexte urbain. Des rØ�exions sur l�intØgration du dØveloppement durable dans le programme national de l�enseignement primaire 
seront Øgalement entamØes avec les diffØrentes prenantes de l�enseignement primaire. La RØpublique envisage d�organiser un atelier sous 
rØgional sur la prØparation des dossiers d�inscription des Geoparcs de la sous-rØgion sur la Liste des Geoparcs mondiaux de l�UNESCO.

Une activitØ rØussie

L�installation du Centre National des DonnØes OcØanographiques à Moanda dans le sud-ouest de la RØpublique dØmocratique du Congo a ØtØ une grande rØussite pour la Commission 
nationale. Le centre est installØ dans l�enceinte de l�Institut supØrieur de navigation et de pŒche (ISNP) de Muanda et servira à la collecte des donnØes sur la biodiversitØ et les 
donnØes climatiques a�n de soutenir et de suivre l�Øvolution des effets du changement climatique et l�Øvolution des espŁces.

L�installation du Centre National des DonnØes OcØanographiques à Moanda dans le sud-ouest de la 
RØpublique dØmocratique du Congo ' Commission nationale de la RØpublique DØmocratique du Congo 
pour l�UNESCO
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Success story
The Eswatini National Commission for UNESCO collaborated with Estonia, Botswana, 
and Namibia on a project promoting living heritage and traditional games connected 
to nature for ASPnet schools. The project aimed to foster respect and appreciation 
for living heritage while addressing climate change through traditional games. 
Participating schools engaged in activities such as discussing and creating posters 
about traditional games related to nature, presenting and playing these games with 
other classes or the whole school, and sharing videos and photos of their favorite 
game with schools in other countries. Through these activities, students aged 11-14 
developed a deeper understanding of living heritage, its contribution to sustainable 
development, and its connection to climate action.

The project, conducted from October to November 2023, encouraged students 
to explore traditional games practiced within their families and communities, 
considering their signi�cance and relationship to nature. Students collaborated in 
groups to create posters depicting their chosen games and discussing their cultural 
and environmental signi�cance. They then presented their �ndings to peers and 
teachers, played the games, and recorded videos of the gameplay. These videos, 
along with photos of the posters, were shared with participating schools in other 
countries via a Google Drive folder, facilitating cross-cultural exchange and 
discussion among students about similarities and differences in traditional games 
and their cultural contexts.

Overall, the project aimed to enhance students’ awareness of living heritage, its 
role in their daily lives, and its importance in fostering cultural diversity and global 
unity. By engaging in these activities, students not only learned about traditional 
games but also developed skills in appreciating cultural diversity, collaborating 
with peers from different backgrounds, and understanding their shared humanity. 

The project utilized minimal materials and equipment, emphasizing the use of 
smartphones and the internet for communication and sharing resources, making it 
accessible and inclusive for all participating schools.

ESWATINI 
Eswatini National Commission for UNESCO

President: Mr Owen Nxumalo

Secretary-General: Ms Lwandle Simelane

E-mail: simelane.lwandle@gmail.com

Activities implemented in 2023

In the �eld of education, the Eswatini National Commission 
for UNESCO allocated funds to support initiatives aimed 
at promoting early childhood education for sustainable 
development. This included capacity-building activities for 
ECCDE inspectors and teachers on environmental and climate 
change education, as well as contributions towards celebrating 
World Teacher Day to advocate for a digni�ed teaching 
profession and recognize outstanding educators.

In the realm of natural sciences, the Commission provided 
�nancial support for the review of the implementation of the 

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Eswatini National Commission for UNESCO is dedicated to bolstering the education system in Eswatini through various 
initiatives. This includes providing training for educators in emerging technologies, as well as in cultural and arts education. 
Additionally, efforts are underway to empower political leaders, industry stakeholders, and other in�uential �gures with knowledge 
about UNESCO principles and a system thinking approach. Moreover, the Commission is actively promoting the advancement 
of women in science through initiatives such as science boot camps and the establishment of the Organization for Women in 
Science in the Developing World (OWSD). 

In line with UNESCO’s global recommendations, the Commission is engaged in disseminating information on open science and ethics 
for arti�cial intelligence. Furthermore, capacity-building programs are being conducted to enhance proposal writing skills, with a focus 
on resource mobilization in areas such as emerging technologies, education for sustainability, early childhood care and development, 
and cultural heritage. Additionally, efforts are being made to strengthen journalistic standards through capacity-building workshops on 
self-regulation and excellence in journalism. These initiatives collectively aim to foster a more informed, skilled, and ethically conscious 
society in Eswatini.

UNESCO Man and Biosphere Programme in Eswatini. This 
involved stakeholder mapping, project impact analysis, and 
a review of the program’s structure. Additionally, funding was 
allocated to enhance the capacity of the University of Eswatini 
and the MAB Youth Network to ensure effective governance 
and management of the MAB Programme.

In the domain of social and human sciences, the Commission 
facilitated a Talent and Business Acumen Action Project 
conducted by ENACTUS under the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry. This project aimed to build the capacity of students in 
entrepreneurship and business development, providing training 
in various areas such as project management, financial 
literacy, and technical skills. Furthermore, in the sphere of 
Culture, the Commission supported the review of the 2010 
Arts and Culture Policy, aiming to produce a comprehensive 
document aligned with emerging regional and international 
trends to guide cultural initiatives in Eswatini.

Learners taking part in a sustainability project on promoting living heritage and 
traditional games connected to nature   ' Eswatini National Commission for 
UNESCO
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Success story
�Popularizing Stem Education and Digital Skills for Girls, Mothers� Clubs and 
Cluster Monitors in Regions 4, 5N, 5S, and 6�: The Gender Education Unit under 
the Ministry of Basic and Secondary Education (MoBSE) implemented this project 
under UNESCO Participation Program 2022-2023. The purpose of this project was 
to encourage specialisation of girls in STEM education and Digital Skills but as well 
to develop a career path with a focus to the STEM subject areas. In order to support 
these girls, acquire self-con�dence and management skills to deal with all forms of 
harassment and abuse in their homes, schools and the wider community, Sexual 
and Gender-based Violence (SGBV) issues were also discussed.

The overall goal of this project was to enhance the capacity of selected number of 
girls in targeted   regions on the importance of STEM education in their educational 
career as well as to expose them to SGBV management issues in the schools and 
at the wider community. However, the capacities of Mother� Clubs and cluster 
monitors were built on issues of SGBV, STEM Education and Digital skills. 

Following the assessment analysis of this project through a monitoring and evaluation exercise, students assessed con�rmed the relevance and quality of the STEM & digital skills 
training they received, and how it contributed to their current studies and career path.

GAMBIA 
Gambian National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Ms Claudiana A. Cole

Secretary-General: Ms Maimuna Sidibeh 

E-mail: maisidibeh_natcomunesco@edugambia.gm

Website: www.unesco.gm 

Activities implemented in 2023

The Gambia National Commission for UNESCO, in 
collaboration with stakeholders successfully implemented 
relevant activities in an environment that prioritizes progress 
in UNESCO�s areas of competence.

Through its quest to promote TVET and digital skills, a 
training program was organized for young people in tertiary 
institutions on TVET and Digital Skills for improved-lifelong 
learning, giving youths lifetime skills in auto mechanic and 
air-conditioning repair. Additionally, the Commission, in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Higher Education, Research, 
Science and Technology implemented the establishment of 
TVET Skills Clubs and organized a Skills Week Competition 
where several students learnt and exhibit their skills by making 
products.  

The participation program supported the Department of 
Information Services organized series of awareness raising 
activities to popularize the Access to Information (ATI) Law 
using Local Language Techniques. The training enhanced 
the understanding of the ATI law and its commitment to the 
democratic values, accountability, good governance and 
transparency.

The Commission, through funding from the UNESCO regional 
Of�ce in Dakar coordinated the launching of the Media 
Development Indicators Report which highlighted key �ndings 
about The Gambia Media Landscape noting the opportunities, 
challenges and offered significant recommendations for 
media development. In the context of UNESCO�s �Judges 
Initiative�, the Commission organized a dialogue on freedom 
of expression and safety of journalists with the Judges of the 
Superior Court of The Gambia. This event promotes good 
practice and jurisprudence on freedom of expression and 
safety of journalist.

By virtue of The Gambia�s rich cultural heritage, the National 
Centre for Arts and Culture through the UNESCO Participation 
Programme engaged in an inventorying list of tangible and 
intangible cultural heritage of Banjul. This project�s main goal 
is to inform policy towards Urban Heritage Conservation and 
Valorization into UNESCO World Heritage-Tentative List.

Senior Secondary School Girls being trained on STEM
' Gambian National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

In order to respond to contemporary challenges, the Gambia recently launches the recovery-focused National Development Plan 
(NDP) 2023-2027 (Yiriwa), this is a striving initiative aimed at propelling The Gambia towards a brighter future. Its primary aim 
is to lead The Gambia out of the shadows of past challenges and drive it towards a sustainable and inclusive advancement.

Incidentally, this national initiative responds perfectly well to UNESCO priority Africa and Gender Equality, given that ensuring 
Gender equality for example empowering women through education, skills training, and equal access to economic opportunities, 
breaks down barriers and allows them to contribute to household income and decision-making therefore uplifting entire families.

Additionally, within the same national context, engaging youths by investing in programs that provide education, skills training, 
and mentorship opportunities for young people equips them to enter the workforce and contribute to the economy, preventing 
them from being trapped in poverty cycles. Equally, it is important to recall that climate resilience is as important especially climate 
change impacts that exacerbate poverty, such as erratic weather patterns affecting agriculture and resource availability needs 
building resilience whereby communities can better cope with challenges and secure their livelihoods.

By addressing various aspects that contribute to poverty, the Gambia Recovery-Focused National Development Plan offers a promising 
pathway towards a future where all Gambians have the opportunity to thrive. Collaborative effort is essential. UNESCO must be able to 
make concrete strides in advancing these priority actions and working with Member States for sustainable and inclusive development in 
Africa. Finally, all these could be achieved through quality education for all, preserving the environment to build sustainable societies, 
reinforcing UNESCO�s core mandate to create peaceful societies, and positioning technology in the service of humankind.
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Success story
Commemoration of Kenya National Commission�s 10th Year Anniversary and Hosting the 4th National Cultural Celebrations: In 2023, the Commission commemorated a decade 
since it was transformed into a State Corporation, through the Kenya National Commission for UNESCO Act of 2013, having existed as a Department under the Ministry of 
Education since 1964. The anniversary also served as a platform for hosting the 4th Kenya National Commission National Cultural Celebrations. This biennial activity provides 
a platform for Kenyan communities to celebrate their rich and diverse cultural heritage, which were showcased in form of cultural troupes, groups, cuisines, performers 
and exhibitors. The Commission utilised these celebrations to also celebrate the World Arts Day, which gave artists from all over Nairobi a chance to showcase their craft.
The Commission also compiled its achievements, challenges, lessons learnt and strategic direction moving forward in a book, �Kenya National Commission�s 10th Anniversary 
& 4th National Cultural Celebrations�: A Decade of Excellence- Enhancing National Development, Cohesion, and Pride�. The publication also captures the governance journey 
the Commission has been on since its establishment. This book can be used as a resource for other National Commissions seeking transformation from departments to 
semi-autonomous government agencies.

KENYA 
Kenya National Commission for UNESCO

President: Mr Ezekiel Machogu, Cabinet Secretary for 
Education

Secretary-General: Mr James Njogu

E-mail: sg@unesco.go.ke 

Website: www.unesco.go.ke 

Activities implemented in 2023

Kenya National Commission for UNESCO, in collaboration 
with partners, hosted multiple cross-cutting multidisciplinary 
initiatives, in the following areas:

Education: Training of patrons of UNESCO ASPNET schools 
on Media and Information Literacy; TVET trainers on emerging 
technologies for effective delivery of high-quality STI Content; 
activities towards the rati�cation of the UNESCO Regional and 
Global Conventions on the Higher Education Conventions; 
piloting of ethics education in learning institutions and teacher 
education institutions and development of a manual for 
mainstreaming ICT in ECDE. 

Natural Sciences: capacity building on geotourism among 
Baringo Great Rift Valley Aspiring Geopark local communities; 
national youth capacity building forum on UNESCO MAB 

Reserves; establishment of the Mount Elgon Transboundary 
Biosphere Reserve; with UNESCO Regional Of�ce, co-hosted 
the STEM mentorship camps for girls and teachers and a High-
Level Regional Workshop on Gender Responsive Disaster Risk 
Reduction (DRR) in Eastern Africa. 

Social and Human Sciences: Finalised the UNESCO General 
History of Africa Mainstreaming Matrices into Kenya�s 
Competency Based Curriculum; Institutional Scientific and 
Ethics Review Committee Trainings; UNESCO Clubs trainings 
and promoted activism against violence against Women and 
Girls through sports.

Culture: Worked on the world heritage listing of the historic 
town and archaeological site of Gede; nomination of the 
Mwazindika Healing Dance into the list of elements in need 
of urgent safeguarding; developed a policy brief towards a 
dynamic and inclusive culture and creative sector in Kenya; 
spearheaded the rati�cation of the UNESCO 1970 Culture 
Convention. It also played a key role in the election of Kenya 
into the World Heritage Committee for the 2023-2027 term. 

Communication and Information: content development 
for community radio professionals; and identification of 
documentary heritage among other initiatives, hosted world 
media day and world radio day celebrations.

Research:  Published its 3rd and 4th editions of its inter-disciplinary 
peer reviewed Journal for the Kenya National Commission for 
UNESCO.

Cultural Artist, Tony Nyadundo, receiving Senior Government Dignitaries with ohangla music, during the 10th Year 
Anniversary of the Kenya National Commission for UNESCO ' Kenya National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work 

Kenya National Commission is still keen on hosting regional conferences and capacity building workshops in the new areas 
identi�ed in the new UNESCO biennium. It is also keen on pursuing the listing of Lake Victoria as a Transboundary Biosphere 
Reserve jointly with Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania; deepening the Management of Transboundary Biosphere Reserve (such as 
Mt Elgon); the listing of the Mara- Serengeti Eco system as a Transboundary Biosphere Reserve between Kenya and Tanzania; 
hosting the regional East Africa Forum on Arti�cial Intelligence, fostering dialogue and collaboration on gender inclusivity and 
equity through education, sciences, culture and communication & information as well as participation East African National 
Commissions network and any other similar meeting that may occur during the year.

The Commission, through its 2024-2029 Strategic Plan, is also placing emphasis on regional initiatives and international partnerships 
and exchange programmes, such as the Kulturweit programme, one being run with the German National Commission.
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Success story
Art, Agriculture, Culture and Technology for Climate Change: Green Social 
Entrepreneurship Innovation Youth Project for Sustainable Development: 
Among the 2022/23 Public Participation Project implemented, Arts, Culture 
and Technology for Climate Change or ACT for Green Social Entrepreneurship 
Innovation Youth Project, addressed Sustainable Development Goals 1, 4, 5, 
13,15 and 16 which was on its 3rd phase. It is geared towards an inclusive 
approach which creates collaborative platforms for youth in and out of school 
for empowerment and creation of livelihoods while encouraging youth and 
women to lead green enterprises for strong community networks that enhance 
awareness on the impact of environmental changes such as climate change 
on agripreneurship which is the main source of livelihood for most rural 
communities. ACT4Climate has four main drivers: 

	� Art sector such as �lm, fashion,
	� Food systems from a cultural perspective.
	� Technology as a driver for information sharing and community engagement.
	� Schools have become a critical driver as they keep a critical majority who 

are advocates for Life on Land as a determinant to the future for future 
generations. 

For sustainability, research and policy advocacy at community level are also important to create a bridge between local communities to development partners and international 
communities. A total of 1, 400 trees were planted in schools in 2023 across the 10 districts of the country.

LESOTHO
Lesotho National Commission for UNESCO

President: Mr Ntoi Rapapa, Minister of Education and 
Training

Secretary-General: Ms �Mabafokeng Seala

E-mail: matsooana7@yahoo.com

Website: www.unesco.org.ls 

Activities implemented in 2023

In 2023, the National Commission implemented various projects 
in collaboration with UNESCO and other local partners, 
aiming to promote sustainable development and cultural 
preservation in Lesotho. One signi�cant initiative focused on 
the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) program and Education 
for Sustainable Development (ESD), where a Training Manual 
on the establishment of Botanical Gardens was developed 
and printed. This manual serves as a resource for schools and 
communities, emphasizing environmental education and tree 
planting efforts. Additionally, consultation workshops were held 
to �nalize and validate the National Education for Sustainable 
Development Strategy (ESD), as well as to discuss the integration 
of green principles into the curriculum, re�ecting a commitment 
to environmental consciousness in education.

Another pivotal endeavor involved the periodic reporting of 
Lesotho’s adherence to the UNESCO 2003 Convention on the 
Conservation and Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. 
A comprehensive three-day workshop was conducted across ten 
districts, engaging culture of�ces and stakeholders to collect data 
and prepare the country’s �rst periodic report since rati�cation. 
This initiative underscores Lesotho’s dedication to preserving 
its rich cultural heritage and fulfilling its commitments to 
international conventions. Furthermore, the National Commission 
actively commemorated various UN and international days, 
collaborating with local partners such as ReNOKA, UNDP, and 
cultural institutions. Notable events included World Water Day 
and International Jazz Day, showcasing Lesotho’s engagement 
with global initiatives and its commitment to sustainable 
development goals.

Lastly, the National Commission participated in the Art Culture 
and Technology (ACT) for Climate Change initiative, which 
included tree planting activities, conferences, and workshops. 
Supported by UNESCO Headquarters Participation Programme 
and local partners, these efforts aimed to raise awareness 
about climate change and foster sustainable practices within the 
community. Through collaborative endeavors with UNESCO and 
other stakeholders, Lesotho’s National Commission demonstrated 
its commitment to promoting education, sustainable development, 
and cultural preservation for the bene�t of its citizens and future 
generations.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Moving forward, the National Commission envisions prioritizing collaborative efforts with UNESCO and local stakeholders to advance 
sustainable development and educational initiatives in Lesotho. Key objectives include the validation of the National Education for 
Sustainable Development (ESD) Strategy, in partnership with UNESCO, to ensure alignment with international standards and local needs. 
Additionally, the commission aims to pilot innovative projects such as the Green School initiative, focusing on environmental education 
and sustainable practices within educational institutions, with the support of UNESCO.

Moreover, joint endeavors are planned to enhance STEM education in the Fourth Industrial Revolution through robotics, programming, 
and other cutting-edge technologies. These efforts will be conducted in partnership with local schools and UNESCO, re�ecting a 
commitment to preparing students for the evolving demands of the modern workforce. Furthermore, the commission intends to continue 
its collaboration with UNESCO on existing projects, such as the botanical garden initiative and capacity-building programs for cultural 
and creative industries. Additionally, efforts will be made to strengthen community radios and the Media and Information Literacy (MIL) 
national chapter, while also advancing the rati�cation of international conventions on higher education and coordinating activities related 
to the Memory of the World program. Through these joint initiatives, the National Commission seeks to foster sustainable development, 
promote cultural heritage, and enhance educational opportunities for the people of Lesotho.

Art, Agriculture, Culture and Technology for Climate Change: Green Social Entrepreneurship 
Innovation Youth Project for Sustainable Development
' Lesotho National Commission for UNESCO
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Success story
The Associated Schools in Gaza Province, Mozambique, demonstrated a remarkable success story in promoting health education and combating tobacco use among youth. Through 
a Training and Awareness Workshop on World No Tobacco Day, attended by esteemed guests and representatives from various organizations, including WHO and UNESCO, the 
event aimed to empower students aged 13 to 17 to resist tobacco industry tactics and cultivate a tobacco-free generation. The workshop’s agenda covered legal frameworks, 
industry tactics, youth empowerment, risk factors for drug use, and alternative means of subsistence, fostering a comprehensive understanding of the issue.

Looking ahead, the Mozambique National Commission for UNESCO anticipates several follow-up activities, including the development of a joint school plan with governmental 
support, comprehensive tobacco prevention education programs in schools across regions, establishment of a network of tobacco-free schools, and the introduction of tobacco 
cessation education programs. With support from WHO, UNESCO, FAO, and UNODC, these initiatives seek to ensure the sustainability of tobacco education programs and 
promote healthier choices among Mozambique’s youth, aligning with SDG3’s goal of ensuring healthy lives and well-being for all.

MOZAMBIQUE 
Mozambique National Commission for UNESCO 

Chairperson: Ms Carmelita Rita Namashilua, Minister of 
Education and Human Development

Secretary-General: Ms Élia dos Anjos Vaz Bila

E-mail: elia.bila@mined.gov.mz 

Activities implemented in 2023

Capacity Building Programme on Gender Equality in 
Education: As part of the Participation Programmes for the 
biennium 2022/23, the Mozambique National Commission 
for UNESCO carried out a training activity in Gender Equality 
in Education, involving members of the Gender Units at the 
level of the Provincial Directorate of Education and District 
Services for Education, Youth and Technology, Gender Focal 
Points in the Provincial Services for Social Affairs, Trainers 
from Teacher Training Institutions, Teachers from Primary 
and Secondary Education in the Gaza Province, south of the 

country. The training aimed to empower technicians assigned 
to the Education sector in Gaza province in matters of Gender 
Equality in Education as well as disseminate the instruments for 
evaluating Progress in Gender Equality produced by UNESCO, 
namely the Report on UNESCO in Action for Gender Equality, 
2022/23 and Global report on boys� disengagement from 
education and national instruments such as the National Pro�le 
on Gender Equality, 2022. 

Training of Community Communicators in Environmental 
Education in Mother Tongue � Second Phase: The Nampula 
Youth and Adult Education Association � ASEJANA, a Civil 
Society Organization based in Nampula Province, North of 
the country, carried out the Second Phase a Programme called 
Environmental Education in Mother Tongue, which consisted of 
training 35 Community Communicators in production materials 
for Short Films and Cultural Activities (Theatre), with the aim 
of disseminating messages about the importance of preserving 
the environment and the need to draw attention to communities 
on the challenges posed by environmental degradation caused 
by man. The activity was �nanced by UNESCO within the 
framework of the Participation Programmes for the biennium 
2022/2023.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Moving forward, the Mozambique National Commission for UNESCO outlines a comprehensive plan under the UNESCO participation 
program. Activities include workshops on gender equality in education, focusing on the Northern Region after successful execution 
in the Southern and Central Regions. Additionally, youth training workshops on biodiversity and climate change adaptation will be 
facilitated by the National Network of UNESCO Associated Schools, re�ecting Mozambique’s vulnerability to climate-related disasters. 
The digitalization of government records and �les in public services emerges as a critical priority, underscoring the importance of data 
collection and processing for project development.

Moreover, initiatives such as the national conference for sport managers and professionals on UNESCO conventions aim to address 
integrity in sports and combat doping, aligning with the government’s emphasis on anti-doping programs. Other endeavors include 
the development of school gardens for environmental education, literacy and adult education in rural communities, and challenging 
youth culture of violence to combat gender-based violence. Additionally, a regional project on intergenerational dialogues will focus 
on commemorating the history of freedom �ghter movements in Southern Africa to better inform the future. Through these initiatives, the 
Mozambique National Commission for UNESCO aims to address pressing societal challenges and promote sustainable development 
across various sectors.

Training and Awareness Workshop on World No Tobacco Day ' Mozambique National Commission for UNESCO
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Une activitØ rØussie
Sur demande du gouvernement de la rØpublique du Niger, l�UNESCO à travers le bureau sous rØgional de Dakar a accompagnØ le ministŁre de l�Øducation dans l�Ølaboration 
d�un modŁle de fonctionnement des internats pour les jeunes �lles. En effet, le PrØsident de la RØpublique ayant fait de la scolarisation de la jeune �lle une de ses prioritØs, 
s�est engagØ dans la construction des internats pour le maintien de cette derniŁre à l�Øcole.

Ainsi, l�UNESCO a accompagnØ l�Øtat du Niger dans ce processus à travers le recrutement des consultants (externe et interne), la prise en charge d�une enquŒte terrain dans 
les huit (8) rØgions du pays et l�organisation de deux (2) ateliers (1�atelier d�Ølaboration du modŁle et 1 atelier de validation).

L�aboutissement de cette activitØ sur l�Ølaboration d�un modŁle de fonctionnement des internats des jeunes �lles a renforcØ la visibilitØ de l�UNESCO au Niger.

NIGER
Commission nationale nigØriane pour l�UNESCO  

PrØsidente : Mme Elisabeth Sherif

SecrØtaire exØcutif�: M. Assoumane Mahamadou

Courrier Ølectronique�: comnat@intnet.ne

Site web�: http://portail.edu.ne

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023 

La situation socio-politique post juillet 2023 a entravØ la mise 
en �uvre de notre plan d�action pour l�annØe 2023.

MalgrØ ce climat dif�cile, la Commission nationale a pu 
nØanmoins rØaliser quelques activitØs concourant à l�atteinte 
des objectifs de l�UNESCO, notre organisation commune. On 
peut citer entre autres :

�	Appui à l�organisation d�un atelier de suivi des jeunes formØs 
sur le guide de formation des jeunes acteurs de la paix du 
06 au 08 juin 2023 à Niamey ;

�	CØlØbration de la journØe mondiale de la radio le 13 fØvrier 
2023 ;

�	Appui à l�organisation d�un boot camp sur la robotique, 
l�intelligence artificielle, l�impression 3D et les micros-
sciences tenu à Niamey du 27 fØvrier au 1er mars 2023 ;

�	Appui à l�organisation d�un atelier de prØsentation des 
prototypes d�applications mobiles dØveloppØs par les 
jeunes du Liptako Gourma pour la conservation et la gestion 
durable de l�environnement ;

�	Appui à l�organisation d�un atelier pour la formation de 
27 cadres nationaux sur l�amØlioration de l�Øducation par 
la transformation des curricula. Cette formation prise en 
charge par le Bureau International de l�Education (BIE), a 
durØ 6 mois. Elle s�Øtait dØroulØe en prØsentiel et en ligne ;

�	Participation au programme de renforcement de CapacitØs 
des SecrØtaires GØnØraux des COMNAT africaines pour 
l�UNESCO, en Azerbaïdjan du 1er au 12 avril 2023 ;

�	Accompagnement du MinistŁre de l�Education nationale 
dans l�Ølaboration d�un modŁle de fonctionnement des 
internats de jeunes �lles à travers le bureau sous rØgional 
de l�UNESCO de Dakar ;

�	PrØparation de la 42Łme ConfØrence GØnØrale pour 
l�UNESCO avec l�ensemble des acteurs �uvrant dans 
les domaines de compØtence de l�UNESCO : MinistŁres, 
Universitaires, ONG, structures des jeunes et des femmes.

Nous entretenons de bons rapports avec les bureaux hors 
siŁge qui nous accompagnent dans la mise en �uvre de nos 
activitØs.

L�atelier de validation du modŁle de fonctionnement de l�internat ' Commission nationale nigØriane pour l�UNESCO

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

La Commission nationale pour l�UNESCO du Niger entretient de bonnes relations avec plusieurs commissions nationales africaines 
Des prØoccupations communes sont dØbattues à travers des appels tØlØphoniques ou lors des rencontres virtuelles et en prØsentiel. 
L�appui du Niger a ØtØ sollicitØ par les commissions nationales de la Cote d�ivoire, du Burkina Faso, du Maroc en vue de la  
co-organisation d�activitØs sous rØgionales au cours du biennal 2024-2025 dans le cadre du programme de participation. Notre 
commission nationale accorde de l�intØrŒt pour un certain nombre de projets qui sont entre autres :

�	 La mise en �uvre de la recommandation sur l�Øthique de l�intelligence africaine ;

�	 Le dØveloppement des rØseaux des villes apprenantes er crØatives ;

�	 La prØvention et la gestion des con�its ;

�	 Le dØveloppement de l�assurance qualitØ au niveau de l�enseignement SupØrieur ; 

�	 L�histoire gØnØrale de l�Afrique etc�. 
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Success story
Nigeria participated at the 42nd UNESCO General 
Conference, held from 7-22 November 2023 at 
Paris, France. Nigeria�s delegates were experts from 
various MDAs and Agencies under the Education 
Sector, Natural Sciences Sector, Social and Human 
Science Sector, Culture Sector, Communication and 
Information Sector, Honourable Ministers from the 
Federal Ministry of Culture and Creative Economy, 
Information and National Orientation, Youth 
Development, Education and staff of NATCOM-
UNESCO. It was also attended by Heads of Agencies 
and Departments, as well as UNESCO Desk Of�cers 
in MDAs. Nigerian delegates at the Conference 
made robust and useful interventions, which were of 
enormous bene�ts to the country in all the sectors and 
areas of UNESCO competences.

One of the critical highlights of the General Conference 
for Nigeria was the election of the country into the UNESCO Executive Board and Intergovernmental Bodies such as, UNESCO Executive Board membership; Intergovernmental 
Council of the Management of the Social Transformation Programme; Intergovernmental Council of Intergovernmental Hydrological Programmes (IHP); Intergovernmental 
Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH); Intergovernmental Council of the Information For All Programme (IFAP), and the Committee for 
the Protection of Cultural Properties in the events of armed con�icts.

Nigerian Delegation at the 42nd UNESCO General Conference
' Nigerian National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Commission in collaboration with the Federal Ministry of Education, and UNESCO Line Ministries plans to organize a sensitization 
workshop to create awareness on Inclusivity in Education, with a major focus on children living with autism. The workshop aims to sensitize 
stakeholders on the bene�ts of inclusion in education, tackle barriers/challenges, and foster positive attitudes.

Also, a sensitization and training workshop on Gender Equity and WIP Girl-child Education is to be organized by the Commission, in 
collaboration with UNESCO Line Ministries. The workshop aims to increase awareness in girl-child education, address the inequality in 
access to education/ gender gap and promote equity in education.

The Commission in collaboration with UNESCO Abuja Of�ce, plans to organize a national conference on the Impacts of Climate Change 
in Educational Institutions in Nigeria. The conference aims to sensitize stakeholders on addressing the impacts of climate change, adopting 
mitigation strategies/measures for transition towards the actualization of a sustainable greening education. 

The Commission plans to host the Conference of the Secretaries-General of the National Commissions for UNESCO in Africa in 2026. 
The conference will focus on �Priority Africa and Ghana Declaration 2022�. It aims to address and strengthen Africa�s collective actions 
towards a renewed implementation agenda.

It further plans to take Media Information Literacy (MIL) to Nigerian Tertiary Institutions through a sensitization programme during the  
2024 Global MIL Week.

NIGERIA
Nigerian National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Tahir Mamman 

Secretary-General: Mr Olagunju Idowu Lateef

E-mail: natcom.unesco@education.gov.ng 

Activities implemented in 2023 

The Nigerian National Commission for UNESCO in 
conjunction with UNESCO�s line Ministries and Agencies; the 
UNESCO Abuja Of�ce, and Civil Society Organisations to 
promote the ideals of UNESCO in Nigeria during the year 
under review.

In line with UNESCO�s commitment to the resolutions of the 
Transforming Education Summit, the Commission participated 
in a Three-day Capacity Development Training for Staff of 
its Ministry and Agencies on Curriculum Issues, held from 
2�5 May 2023 at Abuja. It was organized by the UNESCO-
International Bureau of Education (IBE), in partnership with 
Abuja UNESCO Of�ce.

To sensitize stakeholders on the importance of safe media 
and good governance, the Commission, in collaboration with 
UNESCO, organised a Two-Day Workshop on the Impact 
of Safe Journalism and Gender Equality on Democratic 
Governance in Nigeria. It was held from 13�14 June 2023 
at Abuja.

The Commission participated in a meeting on accelerating 
the implementation of Education for Sustainable Development 
(ESD) held on 18 July 2023 at Abuja, during which UNESCO 
launched a new Global Network of Educational Stakeholders; 
ESD-Net 2030. The aim of the meeting was to validate 
Nigeria�s Country Initiative themed: �Heightening Youth 
Potential for Empowerment� (HYPE) in Nigeria.

To create awareness on the need for and importance of 
preserving indigenous languages in Nigeria, the Commission 
organized a One-day sensitization workshop on �Preservation 
and Promoting of Nigerian Indigenous Languages as a tool for 
National Development� held on 27 July 2023 at Abuja. 

In a bid to build students and address the urgent need to 
close the inequalities in access to relevant STEM education, 
the Commission, in collaboration with UNESCO, under the 
auspices of UNESCO Participation Programme held a Three-
Day National Conference on Youth in Science and Technology: 
Sustaining Interest in STEM for Sustainable Development, from 
3�5 October 2023 at Abuja.
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Success story 
The Women for Bees programme, initiated by UNESCO in partnership with Guerlain, 
marks a noteworthy milestone by expanding its mission to the Gishwati-Mukura 
Landscape Biosphere Reserve in Rwanda. The primary objective of this programme 
was to empower women through sustainable beekeeping, offering them essential 
training, techniques, valorizing their local knowledge and combining it with 
scienti�c insights. Simultaneously, it fosters a profound understanding of the key 
role played by bees in local biodiversity and ecosystems. 33 Rwandan women 
representing three local beekeeping cooperatives were celebrated in September 
2023 after completing a six-month intensive training programme. Apart of training, 
the project supported construction of 3 modern apiaries sites together with sanitary 
and storage room in each apiaries site.

In early September, the Director-General of UNESCO, Ms Audrey Azoulay, personally 
met some of these remarkable women to witness and celebrate their achievements. 
Audrey Azoulay’s visit served as a testament to the program’s signi�cance and 
its transformative effect on the lives of these women and interactions with their 
environment. 

Group photo of teachers with the Minister of Education, Mr Justin Valentin, 
Director General of UNESCO, Ms Audrey Azoulay accompanied by the 
Minister of Environment, Dr Jeanne d�Arc Mujawamariya (in black trousers), 
met women beekeepers in Gishwati-Mukura National Park and Biosphere 
Reserve, Western Rwanda ' Rwanda National Commission for UNESCO

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

During 2024, Rwanda National Commission for UNESCO with the support of UNESCO,  intend to proceed on the national inventory 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Rwanda, train Rwandan journalists on election coverage, conduct a national survey on Geoparks 
sites, which could be listed on a national list and eventually be proposed to be part of the UNESCO Geoparks Network, to organize 
a STEM boot-camp for young girls in secondary schools focusing on Robotics, coding and Arti�cial Intelligence skills, and to conduct a 
national inventory of documentary heritage for registration to the Memory of the World.

RWANDA
Rwanda National Commission for UNESCO (CNRU)

Chairperson: Mr Gaspard Twagirayezu, Minister of 
Education 

Secretary-General: Mr Albert Mutesa

E-mail: albert.mutesa@unesco.rw & comnatrwanda@
unesco.rw & info@unesco.rw

Website: www.unesco.rw

Activities implemented in 2023 

During 2023, the Rwanda National Commission for UNESCO 
(CNRU) has organized or contributed in the celebration of 
different International and World Days dedicated by UNESCO 
to science, philosophy, education/teachers, radio, water, 
biodiversity, etc. 

The Commission has also implemented various activities in its 
four departments as follow:

In education, the Rwanda National Commission for UNESCO 
organized a two-day consultative meeting on the Eastern and 
Southern Africa Ministerial Commitment on education and 
health for the well-being of Adolescents and young people 
under the theme: �Young people to be global citizens�. The 
objective is to raise a well-educated youth, healthy, resilient, 
socially responsible and informed decision-makers with the 
capacity to contribute to the development of their communities, 
countries and region. After fruitful and stormy discussions on 
the decision to encourage teenagers to use contraceptive 
methods to prevent early pregnancies, it was decided to use 
both methods to avoid early pregnancies and prevent sexual 
transmitted diseases. This two-day consultative meeting brought 
together public institutions, civil societies organizations, security 
investigating organs, faith representatives and educators.

In sciences, the 2023 edition of the annual youth science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) training boot 
camp, was hosted at Rwanda Coding Academy, in Nyabihu 
District, Western Rwanda, from 31 March-6 April 2023. The 
event�s theme was ��close the digital divide: ensuring gender 
transformative digital skills education for women and girls��.  
The Boot-Camp brought together talented 135 young girls in 
selected high schools from different schools as well as 30 STEM 
teachers/instructors to encourage, interest and empowering girls 
to consider and participate in studies, career in the growing 
�eld of STEM and ensure girls think of STEM as an innovative 
tool to enable real problem solving in the society.

In May 2023, Rwanda hosted and successfully organized 
the 7th AfriMAB General Assembly on the theme: �Ecosystem 
Restoration in the context of sustainable development; African 
Biosphere Reserves leading the way towards 2030�.

In culture, two tween sites from Rwanda, natural and cultural, 
were inscribed on  the list of the World Heritage. Nyungwe 
National Park and a series of four Genocide memorial sites 
(Gisozi, Nyamata, Murambi  and  Bisesero) were recognized 
by the 45th Session of the World Heritage Committee held in 
September 2023, in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 

In communication, the Rwanda National Commission has 
organized a consultative meeting on theme: �the win-win 
partnership between districts and community radios�, to enhance 
their collaboration and partnership and to foster the achievement 
of the sustainable development goals. The main objective was 
to help the districts leaders and journalists especially those 
working for community radios to sit together, share working 
experiences and look for the way forward to improve their work 
and collaboration to ensure the media freedom and coverage of 
the great job executed by local government leaders. 

This consultative meeting gathered representatives of districts 
and journalists working at districts levels, took place in March 
2023 in the Districts of Karongi in Western Province and Huye 
in Southern Province.
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Une activitØ rØussie
SØminaire sous rØgional sur le thŁme « Conception et modalitØs de mise en �uvre d�un plan d�action en cas de sinistre dans les dØpôts d�archives en Afrique de l�ouest�» Cette 
rencontre, tenue pendant la Semaine internationale des Archives, a vu la participation des professionnels des archives du Mali, du Burkina Faso, du Cap-Vert et du SØnØgal.

L�objectif Øtait de trouver des mØcanismes et actions diligentes pour la sauvegarde et la rØcupØration des archives en cas de sinistre et l�Ølaboration d�un plan d�action. Le 
partage de bonnes pratiques a permis d�exposer les diffØrentes rØponses lors des sinistres notØs dans les diffØrents dØpôts d�archives de la sous-rØgion ouest africaine.

Au-delà des constats, les spØcialistes ont approfondi la rØ�exion sur la conservation des archives dans un environnement qui, en plus d�Œtre exposØ aux rigueurs de la nature, 
est de plus en plus menacØ par les crises socio-politiques de toutes sortes.

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

Dans le cadre du Biennum 2024-2025, la Commission nationale envisage des activitØs sur l�Øducation à la citoyennetØ, la valorisation du 
patrimoine immatØriel par les associations, les Sciences et mØtiers de l�information et de la communication à l�Øpreuve de l�Intelligence 
arti�cielle et jeunesse et immigration irrØguliŁre.

SÉNÉGAL 
Commission nationale sØnØgalaise pour l�UNESCO

PrØsident : Mr Cheikh Oumar Anne

SecrØtaire Permanent�: Mr Aliou Ly

Courrier Ølectronique�: lybou5@yahoo.fr 

RØsume des activitØs en 2023 

Au cours de l�annØe 2023, la Commission nationale 
sØnØgalaise pour l�UNESCO a menØ plusieurs activitØs portant 
sur :

�	« Conception et modalitØs de mise en �uvre d�un plan 
d�action en cas de sinistre dans les dØpôts d�archives en 
Afrique de l�ouest » Cette activitØ, menØe en partenariat 
avec la Direction des Archives du SØnØgal, avait pour 
objectif l�Ølaboration d�un plan d�action permettant une 
gestion des situations d�urgence pour la sauvegarde et la 
rØcupØration des documents d�archives en cas de sinistre.

SØminaire sous rØgional sur le thŁme « Conception et modalitØs de mise en �uvre d�un plan d�action en cas de sinistre dans les dØpôts d�archives en Afrique 
de l�ouest » ' Commission nationale sØnØgalaise pour l�UNESCO

�	Un « atelier sur l�Øducation au patrimoine en faveur 
des enseignants » dont l�objectif Øtait de renforcer les 
compØtences des enseignants sur l�Øducation du patrimoine 
culturel et naturel dans les Øtablissements scolaires.

�	Un sØminaire sur la gestion communautaire de la biodiversitØ 
dont l�objectif Øtait de sensibiliser les populations et les 
autoritØs locales aux enjeux de protection et de valorisation 
de la biodiversitØ.

�	Un atelier de Slam pour les ØlŁves et amateurs de poØsie 
dont l�objectif Øtait d�offrir un espace d�expression et de 
crØativitØ aux bØnØ�ciaires a�n qu�ils puissent dØvelopper 
des compØtences dans le domaine Øcrit et oral.
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Une activitØ rØussie
Formation des cadres de la direction des programmes 
et des innovations pØdagogiques (DPIP) : Pour 
accompagner le Togo dans son processus curriculaire 
à travers l�Ølaboration des normes et des instruments 
de formation de nature à optimiser ses politiques et 
stratØgies publiques en matiŁre d�Øducation, l�UNESCO-
BIE, en collaboration avec le ministŁre togolais en 
charge des enseignements et l�appui technique de la 
Comnat, a formØ sur huit modules thØmatiques 30 
cadres de la Direction des Programmes et Innovations 
PØdagogiques (DPIP).

AprŁs une premiŁre phase de formation en prØsentiel 
dans la semaine du 31 octobre 2023 et une 2e phase 
de formation à distance qui a durØ 4�mois, la phase 
�nale s�est dØroulØe à LomØ les 15 et 16 mars 2024 
et est sanctionnØe par la remise des attestations aux 
bØnØ�ciaires.

TOGO
Commission nationale togolaise pour l�UNESCO 

PrØsident : M. MajestØ N. Ihou Wateba

SecrØtaire GØnØrale : Mme Ayaba Akouete

Courrier Ølectronique : akouete928@yahoo.fr  

Site web : www.unesco-tg.refer.org  

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023

L�annØe 2023 reste une annØe trŁs laborieuse au niveau du 
secrØtariat gØnØral de la commission nationale togolaise pour 
l�UNESCO.   

La commission nationale a rempli sa mission à travers la 
collecte et la production des rapports, la vØri�cation et l�envoi 
des piŁces justi�catives originales des projets approuvØs par 
l�UNESCO dans le cadre du programme de participation 
et de budget de l�exercice 2022-2023, d�une part. D�autre 
part, elle a assurØ la coordination et gØrØ les fonds mis à 
disposition pour des ateliers, collectØ les piŁces justi�catives y 
affØrentes, notamment : l�atelier rØgional de renforcement de 
capacitØs des gestionnaires des sites et points focaux de la 
convention de 1972 ; l�atelier sur le dialogue stratØgique pour 
l�intØgration des ressources Øducatives libres dans les stratØgies 
de production et de diffusion des ressources Øducatives au 
Togo ; l�atelier d�Ølaboration du document de stratØgie pour 
l�intØgration des ressources Øducatives libres dans les stratØgies 
de production et de diffusion des ressources Øducatives au 
Togo ; l�atelier de cadrage du chantier « mettre la recherche 
au service de l�Øducation » ; l�atelier de partage d�expØriences 
et de renforcement des compØtences en matiŁre d�intØgration 
de l�Øducation pour la santØ, le bien-Œtre et la nutrition dans les 
curricula ; les ateliers de formation des cadres de la direction 
des programmes et des innovations pØdagogiques (DPIP) 
et l�atelier d�Øchanges sur la jurisprudence internationale et 
africaine en matiŁre de la libertØ d�expression et la sØcuritØ 
des journalistes. 

Par ailleurs, elle a participØ à des rØunions en ligne sur 
diffØrentes thØmatiques, entre autres le processus d�Ølaboration 

d�un cadre de l�UNESCO pour l�Øducation culturelle et 
artistique lancØ depuis mars 2022 et les questions sur les 
futurs de l’enseignement supØrieur par des Chaires UNESCO 
ainsi qu�aux diffØrentes rØunions de formation des secrØtaires 
gØnØraux des commissions nationales.

En outre, le Togo a pris part à la 216e session du conseil 
exØcutif qui a eu lieu en format hybride du 10 au 24 mai 
2023, à la 5e session extraordinaire de la confØrence 
gØnØrale de l�UNESCO qui a discutØ du retour des Etats 
Unis d�AmØrique au sein de l�organisation les 29 et 30 juin 
2023. Il a Øgalement honorØ de sa prØsence plusieurs autres 
rØunions internationales. On peut citer la 5e rencontre des 
coalitions africaines pour la diversitØ culturelle des 14 au 
16�mars 2023 à Niamey sur le thŁme : « Enjeux et nouveaux 
dØ�s de la mise en �uvre de la convention de l�UNESCO 
sur la diversitØ des expressions culturelles en Afrique » ; le 
2e programme de renforcement des capacitØs des secrØtaires 
gØnØraux et des reprØsentants des commissions nationales de 
dix pays francophones d�Afrique pour l�UNESCO à Bakou 
en Azerbaïdjan du 1er au 13 avril 2023 et le sØminaire 
d�Øchange stratØgique et de partage des expØriences des villes 
apprenantes dans le cadre de l�adhØsion au rØseau mondial 
des villes apprenantes et dans la perspective des orientations 
issues du « Cadre d�action de Marrakech»  au Maroc le 
22�mai 2023. 

In partnership with other stakeholders and with support from 
the UNESCO Regional Of�ce for Southern Africa (ROSA), the 
Commission commemorated International Days and Decades.

La SecrØtaire gØnØrale, a initiØ des rØunions prØparatoires et 
participØ à la 42Łme session de la confØrence gØnØrale tenue 
au siŁge de l�UNESCO du 7 au 22 novembre 2023 à Paris.

En�n, la Comnat a ØtØ le lead d�une sØrie de rØunions pour 
l�Ølaboration de l�initiative nationale pour l�Øducation durable 
au Togo et a aidØ au renouvellement du bureau de certains 
comitØs comme le comitØ consultatif national de bioØthique 
(CCNB) et le comitØ national l�Homme et la biosphŁre.

La coopØration avec les bureaux hors siŁge a ØtØ toujours 
bonne. NØanmoins, il faut souligner que certaines activitØs 
concernant l�UNESCO sont toujours rØalisØes dans notre pays 
à l�insu de la Comnat.

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint 

Contribuer à la mise en �uvre effective de la dØclaration d�Accra issue de la rØunion rØgionale des commissions africaines de l�UNESCO 
des 11-14 septembre 2022.

Formation des cadres de la direction des programmes et des innovations pØdagogiques (DPIP)  
' Commission nationale togolaise pour l�UNESCO
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ALGÉRIE
Commission nationale algØrienne pour 
l�Øducation, la science et la culture

PrØsident : M. Abdelhakim Belaabed

SecrØtaire gØnØrale :�Mme Nadia Bouhara 

Courrier Ølectronique : natcomalgerie@unesco.dz

Site web : www.unesco.dz

RØsumØ des activitØs de 2023

Cette annØe a vu la mise en �uvre d�activitØs dans divers 
domaines de compØtences de l�UNESCO, comme suit :

�	En Øducation, via les Øcoles associØes et clubs UNESCO :
o	 Lancement d�un forum hebdomadaire en ligne « Øducation 

au dØveloppement durable », soutenu par des Øchanges à 
travers une class-room « Espace UNESCO�» ;

o	CØlØbration de journØes internationales ;

�	Participation aux ØvŁnements : "Éducation aux mØdias 
et à l�information ", "Éducation à la protection de 
l�environnement", "Éducation pour le dØveloppement 
durable", «� IntØgration des TIC dans l�enseignement� », 
«� Promotion de la paix et de la non-violence� », 

«� DØveloppement des compØtences des ØlŁves et des 
enseignants ».

�	ActivitØs de la Chaire UNESCO « Emir Abdelkader pour les 
Droits de l�Homme et la Culture de Paix » : 

�	Colloque international « La protection de l�enfant dans 
l�espace numØrique : la rØalitØ et les dØ�s »

�	Atelier de rØ�exion « La fondation d�utilitØ publique�: un outil 
de rØponse aux crises et de rØalisation du dØveloppement 
durable », en partenariat avec la Fondation mØditerranØenne  
pour le dØveloppement durable « Djannatu el Arif » ;

�	SØminaire « Les valeurs du dialogue et du vivre ensemble en 
paix chez le Cheikh Ahmed elAlâwî ».

�	Dans le domaine de la communication et de l�information, 
organisation de confØrences à  l�occasion de journØes 
internationales : « Le rôle des mØdias dans la promotion des 
droits de la femme», « Vivre ensemble à l�Łre du numØrique", 
« MØdias et espaces numØriques ». 

�	RØalisation de projets affØrents au Programme de 
participation de l�UNESCO 2022-2023 :

�	Ateliers de formation en Drama ThØrapie : Enfants victimes 
de violence ;

�	Con�nement et ses effets sur l�enseignement en Øducation 
en AlgØrie. Les besoins d�une plateforme nationale des 
ressources pØdagogiques pour un dØveloppement durable.

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

L’annØe 2024 verra la mise en �uvre des actions suivantes :
�	 Poursuivre les efforts des Øcoles associØes pour en faire un acteur majeur de l’Øducation ;
�	 Renforcer la formation des enseignants aux approches pØdagogiques innovantes et aux enjeux de l�Øducation pour le dØveloppement durable ;
�	 DØvelopper des partenariats avec les universitØs et les ONG pour accroitre son impact relationnel ;
�	 Examiner et dØvelopper des problØmatiques liØes à la communication dans ses rapports à l’intelligence arti�cielle ;
�	 DØvelopper l’ensemble des activitØs PIPT dans le cadre de la dynamisation du programme d�action à l’Øchelle nationale et internationale�;
�	 Renforcer les capacitØs des acteurs concernØs dans le cadre du PIDC ; 
�	 Axer le programme culture sur le patrimoine culturel tangible et intangible, à la lumiŁre de la dØmarche engagØe par le secteur de la 

culture et des arts sur les amendements de la loi sur la protection du patrimoine culturel et sa mise en adØquation avec les Conventions 
internationales de l�UNESCO rati�Øes par l�AlgØrie ; 

�	 RØviser la liste indicative du patrimoine mondial ;
�	 Mettre l�accent sur les inscriptions des sites naturels sur les listes indicatives des sites du patrimoine mondial, en impliquant les secteurs 

concernØs�;
�	 Mettre en place le ComitØ UNESCO pour les « GØo Parcs » ; 
�	 DØvelopper le tourisme culturel dans les parcs culturels, particuliŁrement dans le site mixte du patrimoine mondial du Tassili N�Ajjer 

et de l�Ahaggar ;
�	 Reconnaitre, à l�Øchelle internationale, la mesure de protection des parcs culturels intØgrØs dans le corpus comme « Autres Mesures 

de Conservation Ef�caces par Zone » (14Øme ConfØrence des Parties à la Convention sur la diversitØ biologique, COP 14) ; Élaborer 
la Revue du ComitØ Culture ;

�	 Projeter la rØalisation d�un programme sur l�activitØ thØâtrale et le chant musical traditionnel.

Une activitØ rØussie
Des journØes de formation ont ØtØ organisØes en Drama-thØrapie pour approcher les 
mØthodes thØrapeutiques mettant en jeu le potentiel artistique d’acteurs de la vie 
socioculturelle.
Ces journØes ont ØtØ organisØes en Ateliers artistiques pratiques et Approches 
thØoriques (confØrences-dØbats, table ronde) : discussions et Øchanges scienti�ques 
et culturelles pour  permettre de dØvelopper les approches et modŁles de recherche 
en art-thØrapie ;
Participants : jeunes artistes, membres d’associations ;
Encadrement : Artistes, professeurs et experts en art-thØrapie par les arts crØatifs, en 
santØ, en Øducation et en intervention psychosociale, d�AlgØrie, d�Egypte et de Côte 
d�Ivoire.
Objectifs du programme de Drama-thØrapie :

	� DØcouvrir de nouvelles connaissances, d’expØriences et d’expressions dans le 
domaine des arts du spectacle et de mise en scŁne, en sons et en mouvements, en 
musique, en arts du cirque, en marionnettes et en contes; 

	� Apprendre aux animateurs futurs accompagnateurs à se dØvelopper à travers 
divers exercices et jeux thØâtraux pour acquØrir la conscience de leurs corps, la maîtrise de soi, le calme intØrieur, l’Øcoute et le respect d’autrui ;

	� Expliquer et sensibiliser les animateurs pØdagogiques et les « patients » à s’accepter, à dØvelopper leur imaginaire et à prendre la parole pour s�exprimer.

Exercice de musico-danse-thØrapie - CoopØrative ThØâtre Sindjab, AlgØrie
' Commission nationale algØrienne pour l�Øducation, la science et la culture 
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Exercice de musico-danse-thØrapie - CoopØrative ThØâtre Sindjab, AlgØrie
' Commission nationale algØrienne pour l�Øducation, la science et la culture 

BAHRAIN
Bahrain National Commission for Education, 
Science and Culture 

President: Mr Mohamed bin Mubarak Juma, Minister of 
Education

Secretary-General: Mr Mubarak Abdulla Buti

E-mail: bahrainnatcom@moe.gov.bh

Website: https://www.moe.gov.bh

Activities implemented in 2023

The Bahrain National Commission for Education, Science, and 
Culture plays a pivotal role in aligning national priorities with 
the objectives set forth by UNESCO and other international 
bodies, re�ecting the essence of Bahrain’s education system 
and its economic vision for 2030. Acting as a central hub, the 
Commission actively fosters connections between educational, 
scientific, and cultural sectors, serving as a conduit for 
robust communication and collaboration with regional and 
global organizations. Through its proactive engagement, the 
Commission contributes to building bridges and strengthening 
relationships essential for achieving common goals on an 
international scale.

Furthermore, the Commission demonstrates its commitment to 
global initiatives by actively participating in virtual gatherings 
such as webinars, forums, and conferences organized by 
international entities. By engaging in these platforms, the 
Commission aids in preparations for the global recovery phase 
and contributes valuable insights and perspectives from Bahrain. 
This active involvement underscores Bahrain’s dedication to 
international cooperation and its role in shaping the future 
trajectory of education, science, and culture on a global scale.

In highlighting its achievements and activities in 2023, the 
Bahrain National Commission for Education, Science, and 
Culture showcases signi�cant progress in various domains. 
Notable accomplishments include the substantial growth in 
the number of schools participating in the Associated Schools 
Network (ASPnet), successful training programs for school 
coordinators, and the initiation of UNESCO’s twinning program 
among associated schools. Additionally, commendation is 
extended to Ghazi Al Gosaibi Secondary Girls’ School and 
Ibn Khuldoon National School for their innovative environmental 
initiatives, which have garnered recognition on an international 
platform. These endeavors exemplify Bahrain’s dedication to 
sustainability and its commitment to fostering environmental 
awareness and responsibility among its citizens.

Success Story
Building upon past achievements and under the continued guidance of 
the Bahrain National Commission for UNESCO-Associated schools, Ibn 
Khuldoon National School has been selected by UNESCO to represent the 
global network. This decision was instigated by Hala Hashem Noor’s victory 
in the best essay competition titled "E-waste: Our Forgotten Fortune" which 
aimed to raise awareness about environmental issues in ASPnet Schools. 
The competition took place during the 42nd General Conference of UNESCO 
in Paris.

By prioritizing initiatives aligned with sustainable development goals and 
fostering collaboration with international organizations, efforts are being 
made to raise awareness about signi�cant issues, align resources, address 
global challenges, and enhance humanitarian achievements.

Recognizing the commendable endeavors, three schools from the UNESCO 
network in Bahrain were chosen to participate in the "Litter Less" initiative. 
This initiative, organized in partnership with Young Reporters for the 
Environment (YRE), an af�liate of the Foundation for Environmental 
Education (FEE), marks the �rst collaboration with Associated Schools of 
UNESCO (ASPnet).

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Ministry of Education attaches importance to further supporting and expanding the UNESCO Associated Schools (ASPnet) programme 
within the country, recognizing its pivotal role in equipping school coordinators with vital educational resources, training, and skills to 
foster innovation creativity and initiative.

This emphasis is aimed at nurturing future generations capable of effectively addressing forthcoming challenges. Moreover, the Kingdom 
of Bahrain offers schools the opportunity to showcase their ideas for achieving sustainable development goals through the utilization of 
cutting-edge scienti�c solutions, innovation, and AI technology.

Consequently, the ASPnet in the Kingdom of Bahrain has initiated twinning projects among associated schools while enhancing 
technology-driven communication tools for all stakeholders.

These efforts aim mainly to facilitating the exchange of knowledge, experiences, successful national practices, and sharing viable 
educational projects and initiatives expertise. 

Hala Hashem Noor, from the Ibn Khuldoon National School, with the best essay 
competition titled "E-waste: Our Forgotten Fortune"  
' Bahrain National Commission for Education, Science and Culture
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JORDAN
Jordan National Commission for Education, 
Culture and Science

President: Mr Azmi Mahafzah, Minister of Education and  
Higher Education and Scienti�c Research

Secretary-General: Ms Ibtisam Ayoub

E-mail: jounesco@moej.edu.jo

Website: www.natcom.gov.jo

Activities implemented in 2023

�	The "Post Transforming Education Summit" Conference: 
Jordan National Commission for UNESCO, in partnership 
with the United Nations in Jordan, held a one-day conference 
to convey the outcomes and Jordan’s commitments to 
the Transforming Education Summit (TES), convened by 
the UN Secretary-General last year in response to the 
global learning crisis. Around 80 participants attended 
the conference from public and private organizations, 
development partners, civil society organizations, and 
young men and women, where a statement of Jordan’s 
commitment to SDG 4 was delivered. The participants 
discussed doubling efforts and attracting more partnerships 
to support Jordan in carrying out these commitments and 
putting them into action.

�	Enhancing the concept of global citizenship among teachers 
and students of UNESCO Associated Schools in Jordan. The 
project aimed to enhance the capacities of ASP Jordanian 
school coordinators in the concept of global citizenship, 
and to demonstrate the importance of their role in instilling 
in their students belonging to planet Earth, building their 
understanding of global events and challenging ignorance 
and intolerance.

�	Raising-Awareness Workshop on UNESCO Chairs and 
UNITWIN Networks for Professors in the Jordanian 
Universities: Jordan National Commission for Education, 

Culture and Science organized a workshop on the UNESCO 
Chairs Program and UNITWIN Networks for university 
professors (August 2023). The training workshop aimed 
at raising awareness about the UNESCO Chairs program 
and UNITWIN Networks, and their role in advancing 
knowledge and practice in the areas of common priority and 
contribution to strengthening higher education systems and 
fostering collaborative research partnerships and networks. 

�	Raising-Awareness Workshops on the Importance of 
Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage: Jordan National 
Commission for Education, Culture and Science organized 
two workshops on the importance of tangible and intangible 
cultural heritage, the �rst was dedicated to social studies 
supervisors from the Ministry of Education (October 
2023) while the other was dedicated for professors 
from the Jordanian Universities (November 2023). The 
workshops aimed at raising awareness about Jordanian 
cultural heritage, and the importance of compliance to 
the international cultural conventions. The workshops also 
emphasized bene�ting from cultural heritage in achieving 
sustainable development goals, strengthening the cultural 
industries sector, and preserving cultural identities and 
transmitting them to future generations.

�	 Jordan National Commission held a training workshop 
on �the celebration of anniversaries in association with 
UNESCO� for representatives of the relevant national 
institutions. The workshop aimed to increase awareness 
and highlight the importance of nominating the anniversaries 
of prominent figures or historical events that Jordan 
commemorates by giving them global signi�cance. 

�	A training workshop on the UNESCO Participation 
Programme in the Activities of Member States: participants 
from several national institutions were trained on the 
principles, conditions and procedures of this Programme to 
encourage them to propose projects under the next cycle of 
Participation Programme 2024/2025. 

�	 In addition, a workshop was organized to improve the 
capacities of Jordan National Commission members in 
managing virtual meetings and conferences.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Jordan National Commission for Education, Culture and Science will continue its efforts to follow up on the Country Initiative 
on Education for Sustainable Development in cooperation with all concerned ministries and partners, as well as SDG4 initiatives 
and projects. 

Furthermore, conducting awareness workshops or specialized meetings with all stakeholders concerning UNESCO programmes like 
UNESCO Anniversaries, and Tangible and Intangible Cultural Heritage. 

Success Story
Refugee Women Empowerment Project: Jordan National 
Commission for UNESCO in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Education implemented the Syrian Refugee Women 
Empowerment Project funded by UNESCO Participation 
Programme to provide refugee women with the skills of 
a profession (clothing production, food manufacturing, 
and cosmetics). In addition to setting up private projects, 
including decent work concepts and highlighting those with 
special needs and the importance of green institutions within 
independent topics or contexts.

Refugee Women Empowerment Project: �Food manufacturing� ' Jordan National Commission for UNESCO
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MAROC
Commission nationale marocaine pour l�Éducation, 
les Sciences et la Culture

PrØsident�: M. Chakib Benmoussa, Ministre de l�Éducation 
nationale, du PrØscolaire et des Sports.

SecrØtaire gØnØral�: M. Jamal Eddine El Aloua

Courrier Ølectronique�: marocnatcom@marocnatcom.ma

Site web�: www.marocnatcom.ma

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023

Le bilan de rØalisations de la Commission Nationale pour 
l�Education, les Sciences et la Culture du Maroc s�est caractØrisØ 
au titre de l�annØe 2023 par une diversi�cation et une richesse 
de ses activitØs que ce soit celles rØalisØes dans le cadre des 
programmes de l�UNESCO ou celles initiØes par la Commission 
Nationale.

Cette annØe a connu la concrØtisation de plusieurs initiatives 
propres à la Commission Nationale notamment la crØation de 
l’Alliance des Commissions nationales et des Villes apprenantes 
en Afrique ; la poursuite du chantier de la refonte du cadre 
juridique et le renforcement de la CoopØration avec les pays 
africains.

Aussi, le chantier royal de mise en place de la Fondation 
africaine pour l’Apprentissage tout au long de la vie, annoncØ 
dans la lettre que sa MajestØ, que Dieu l’Assiste, adressØe aux 
participants à la CONFINTEA VII, tenue à Marrakech en 2022 
a ØtØ poursuivi avec rigueur.

La ConfØrence gØnØrale de l’UNESCO, à l’instar des autres 
rendez-vous clØs, a ØtØ suivie de prŁs par la Commission 
Nationale, qui en a coordonnØ les travaux de la dØlØgation 
marocaine et la participation de ses membres.

Aussi, des congrŁs et des rencontres ont ØtØ organisØs et des 
prix ont ØtØ lancØs dans les domaines d�intervention de la 
Commission Nationale.

Ce bilan positif est rØalisØ grâce au travail collaboratif entre la 
Commission Nationale et les diffØrents partenaires.

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

L�action future de la Commission nationale vise un double objectif. Le premier est relatif à la poursuite de l�implication effective dans les 
programmes et les activitØs de l�UNESCO et la participation constructive dans les travaux de ses organes de gouvernance. Le deuxiŁme 
concerne la contribution à la concrØtisation de projets structurants propres à la Commission Nationale. 
Dans ce cadre, la Commission nationale envisage de poursuivre le chantier de la mise en �uvre de la Fondation Africaine pour 
l’Apprentissage tout au long de la vie, et ce, par : 

�	 La mise en place d�un dispositif de formation et systŁme de certi�cation ;
�	 L�Ølaboration et la mise en place des premiŁres sessions de formation en ligne (identi�cation des modules de formation, Ølaboration 

des contenus et assurer leur digitalisation « MOOCs » et la mise en place des premiŁres sØries de formation au niveau rØgional) ;
�	 Le lancement du dossier de soumission pour dØsignation dudit institut comme un centre de catØgorie 2 de l�UNESCO.
S�ajoute à cela, la Commission nationale prØvoit la mise en pratique de l�Alliance des Commissions nationales et Villes apprenantes en 
Afrique par : 

�	 L�adoption et mise en �uvre du plan d�action ;
�	 L�accompagnement des Villes africaines des pays membres de l�Alliance pour le montage des dossiers de candidature pour l�adhØsion 

aux rØseaux mondial des villes apprenantes au titre des annØes 2024-2025 ;
�	 L�organisation d�une rencontre en prØsentiel des membres de l�Alliance en marge de la journØe mondiale de l’Afrique pour la 

prØsentation de l�institut africain.

En outre, la Commission Nationale entend organiser des sØminaires et des formations, d�ordre national et rØgional, en vue de sensibiliser 
les partenaires au Maroc sur les diffØrentes activitØs et initiatives menØes par cette Commission et les modalitØs pour y adhØrer.

Une activitØ rØussie

Les rØalisations de la Commission Nationale au titre de l�annØe 2023 ont enregistrØ des activitØs rØussies. Nous citons principalement la crØation de l’Alliance des Commissions 
nationales et des Villes apprenantes en Afrique.

Il a ØtØ procØdØ à Rabat, en septembre 2023, à la signature du MØmorandum d�Entente (MoU) pour la crØation de l’Alliance des Commissions nationales et des Villes 
apprenantes africaines, comme Øtant une plateforme d’Øchange, de collaboration et de partenariat entre les pays africain.

Il convient de prØciser qu�un noyau initial de dix (10) pays africains ont signØ ledit MoU à savoir : le BØnin, le Cameroun, la Côte d�Ivoire, l�Egypte, la GuinØe, le Maroc, le 
Niger (En ligne), l�Ouganda, le SØnØgal et le Togo.

Aussi, en marge des travaux de la 42Łme session de la ConfØrence gØnØrale de l�UNESCO à Paris, la Commission nationale marocaine a engagØ, le 15 novembre 2023, des 
consultations avec ses homologues africains, ayant pour objectif la prØsentation de l�Alliance.

A cet effet, onze (11) nouveaux pays ont exprimØ of�ciellement leur accord pour intØgrer l�Alliance : la RØpublique du Congo, le Djibouti, le Ghana, la Libye, la Mauritanie, 
la Tanzanie la Zambie, les Iles Comores, le Cap Vert, le Nigeria et la Somalie.

Un plan d�action de l�Alliance est en cours d�Ølaboration, en concertation avec les reprØsentants de ses pays membres.
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OMAN
Oman National Commission for Education,  
Culture and Science

President: Ms Madiha bint Ahmed Al Shibaniyah

Secretary-General: Ms Amna bint Salim Al Balushi

E-mail: onc@moe.om

Website: https://www.onc.om 

Activities implemented in 2023

Throughout 2023, Oman National Commission for Education, 
Culture and Science had engaged in various programs 
and activities in the fields of education, culture, science 
and communication and information. These activities 
aligned with national priorities of the Sultanate of Oman 
and those of UNESCO. The most prominent of which were: 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) - SDG4 in particular�-, 
Strategic Foresight, Youth, Science and Innovation, Space 
Entrepreneurship, Culture and Green Heritage, Cultural 
Dialogue, and Associated School Project Network. The 
undertaken programs and activities enabled the National 
Commission to deliver tailored programs to target groups. 
UNESCO, via its quarters and �eld of�ces, provided valuable 
expertise and support to ensure the success of those activities. 
Similarly, local entities, both public, private and civic, 
contributed to the success journey throughout 2023.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

For 2024/2025, the Oman National Commission for Education, Culture and Science plans several co-organized activities, namely:

�	 Subregional Forum on Learning Cities.
�	 Regional Conference on Cultural Heritage.
�	 Regional Conference on Sustainable Cities.
�	 Subregional Conference on UNESCO Chairs.
�	 Subregional Conference on Innovative technology for People with Disability.
�	 International Twinning Programs with Denmark and Croatia.
�	 International Connecting Cultures Program.

In relation to capacity building, partnerships and resource mobilization, the National Commission looks forward toward the following:

�	 Education: Knowledge Economy, AI Applications for Education, ESD - Target 7 of Goal 4, and Statistical Data and Analysis.
�	 Culture: Cultural Indicators, Capacity Building in the Fields of Tangible and Intangible Cultural heritage, Memory of the World Register, 

Program of UNESCO Eminent Personalities and Historic Events, and Cultural Heritage Documentation.
�	 Science: Zero carbon neutrality, Renewable Energy, research and Innovation, Genome, Man and Biosphere Reserves and geoparks, 

Scienti�c Chairs, Sustainable Smart Cities, Antidoping, Social Transformations, Training for People with Disability, GLOBE Program, 
and Future Foresight.

�	 Communication and Information: Generative AI Applications and Technology, Regulation and Guidelines for digital platforms, OERs, 
and Cooperative Digital Transformation, media information Literacy.

�	 ASPnet: Strategic Planning for ASPnet, Entrepreneurship and Student Companies, and Training of School Coordinators on Digital 
Transformation for ESD.

Success Story
Understanding the powerful role partnerships can play, the Oman National Commission set Strategic Partnership as the number one priority within its midterm Strategic 
Vision. The Commission achieved a quantum leap, with its regional and international partnerships promoted. Regionally, a strategic partnership was agreed between the 
Oman and Saudi National Commissions. The partnership was crowned with a subregional forum on �Green Culture and Heritage: The Path toward Sustainability�. The forum 
was co-organized with ICESCO and the Saudi National Commission, with UNESCO and ALECSO present beside several regional countries. 

Additionally, a partnership has been established with the Syrian National Commission for UNESCO for the Education Greening initiative, which will involve a series of 
activities in 2024 and beyond. Internationally, the Oman National Commission extended its partnership to the Union of the Comoros, through a series of activities covering 
education and culture. 

The �rst activity involved a training program targeting Comorian Islamic Studies Supervisors, implemented at the Specialized Institute for the Vocational Training of Teachers 
in the Sultanate of Oman. Furthermore, two international symposiums were held in the Comoros. The �rst symposiums addressed the Omani-Comorian civilizational 
communication, while the other was about the Omani navigator Ahmed bin Majid. The events were held in cooperation with relevant Comorian authorities. Beside contributing 
to UNESCO’s Priority Africa, the events contribute to UNESCO’s Programme of Eminent Personalities.

Back to Contents � Retour au sommaire46

OMANArab States



PALESTINE 
(STATE OF)
Palestinian National Commission for Education, 
Culture and Science

President: Mr Ali Zedan Abu Zuhri

Secretary-General: Mr Dawas Dawas 

E-mail: admin@pncecs.plo.ps

Website: https://www.pncecs.plo.ps

Activities implemented in 2023

The Palestinian National Commission for Education, Culture 
and Science held  conference �Water Diplomacy in the Arab 
Region: The Opportunities and Challenges�  in partnership 
with  Arab Water Experts Network and The UNESCO 
Chair for Sustainable Water Resources Management, and 
the UNESCO Chair for Human Rights, Human, Democracy 
and Peace, Supported by The United Nations Educational, 
Scienti�c and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) within the 
UNESCO Participation Program for the year 2023 in Amman, 
Jordan on 20th � 21st September, 2023. The topic of this 
regional conference is Management of Transboundary Water 
Resources in the Arab Region, and enhancing the role of 

hydro-diplomacy and Water Diplomacy & Water Scarcity 
Challenges. Objectives of the Conference highlight the 
transboundary water resources context in the Arab region 
as supported by documenting facts, figures and maps. 
Second, discussing and finding a solution for improving 
hydro-diplomacy as an approach to solve shared water 
resources challenges as a means of cooperation and peace 
for promoting its bene�ts.

The Dabkeh, traditional dance in Palestine inscribed in 2023 on 
the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage during 
The eighteenth session of the Intergovernmental Committee for 
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage that took 
place at the Cresta Mowana Resort in Kasane, Republic of 
Botswana from 4 - 9 December 2023. Dabkeh is a popular 
group dance in Palestine that is accompanied by traditional 
wind instruments and popular singing. 

Palestine�s Ancient Jericho/Tel Al-Sultan Site Added to 
UNESCO World Heritage List during 45th session of the 
World Heritage Committee of UNESCO, which was held in 
the Saudi capital, Riyadh. Thus, ancient Jericho/Tel Al-Sultan 
has etched its name as the world�s oldest forti�ed town and 
a crucial symbol of Palestine�s exceptional contributions to 
global history. The recognition of the Tel Al-Sultan site on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List is a testament to these unique 
global values.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Based on the presidential decree regarding the formation of the Palestinian National Committee for Tangible and Intangible Heritage, 
Chaired by the Palestinian National Commission, rapporteurs of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates, and membership from 
of�cial and private bodies and experts. Through this committee the national priorities will be determined in the �elds of tangible and 
intangible heritage, in coordination with the three international committees concerned with heritage (UNESCO, ALECSO, and ISESCO), 
and bene�ting from their expertise and support. This decision will be strengthened between all national institutions, of�cial and unof�cial, 
and civil society, academics and specialists in the �eld of heritage, in order to contribute to preserving the history and heritage of Palestine 
and achieving the national and political goals. 

The Palestinian heritage faces challenges and requires continuous and integrated efforts to confront and overcome them. There are many 
tasks and plans that will be worked on during the future period, including developing a clear strategy by the formed committee and 
distributing roles among the various institutions concerned with cultural heritage.

Success Story
Based on the decision of the Executive Board of 
ALECSO session (119) which held in the Republic 
of Tunisia on 3-4 June 2023, launches « Business 
and Partnership Forum� per year. The Forum aims 
to promote the building of successful partnerships 
and the implementation of joint projects among 
regional and international organizations and build 
bridges of communication with governmental, 
non-governmental and private sectors in all Arab 
countries, and to adopt ideas and projects that 
would help expand the circle of beneficiaries from 
its projects and programs.

The Palestinian National Commission for Education, 
Culture and Science was a major part of all the 
efforts made to hold the first forum, and achieve 
the goals, and enhance regional exchange and 
partnerships. There is an agreement signed with 
the Palestine National Commission and the Arab 
American University in Palestine and ALECSO organization, so as to implement an ambitious project to develop a �framework for digital transformation�. 

This project aims to unify and enhance digital transformation efforts across Arab universities and exchange of experiences and knowledge between Arab and international 
universities. The Arab American University hosts the UNESCO Chair for Data Science for Sustainable Development, its holder is Dr. Majdi Odeh. This framework is considered 
a distinctive experience and a success story, and its implementation will be completed during the year 2024.

Signing of the partnership agreement between the Palestinian National Commission and the Arab 
American University in Palestine and the ALECSO organization ' ALECSO
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QATAR
Qatar National Commission for Education,  
Culture and Science

President: Ms Buthaina bint Ali Al-Jabr Al-Nuaimi, Minister 
of Education and Higher Education

Secretary-General: Mr Ali Abdulrazzaq Al-Mara�

E-mail: qnc@edu.gov.qa

Web site: https://qnc.edu.gov.qa

Activities implemented in 2023

In 2023, the Qatar National Commission for UNESCO 
undertook a diverse range of activities aimed at promoting 
education, sustainable development, and cultural heritage 
preservation. Collaborating closely with UNESCO and 
various stakeholders, the Commission organized events to 
commemorate significant international observances and 
advance Qatar’s educational and environmental initiatives. 
Notable events included the celebration of the International 

Day of Education in partnership with UNESCO Doha Of�ce 
and UNESCO Associated Schools, underscoring Qatar’s 
commitment to quality education for all. Additionally, the 
Commission facilitated panel discussions and workshops 
focusing on climate action, sustainable development goals 
(SDGs), and the role of higher education institutions in 
achieving these objectives, showcasing Qatar’s efforts to 
address global challenges through education and research.

Furthermore, the Commission spearheaded initiatives to 
promote environmental awareness and sustainability among 
youth, including the Qatar Environment Ambassadors project 
and workshops on sustainable development in schools. 
Collaborative efforts with UNESCO and other organizations 
culminated in events such as the celebration of International 
Youth Day and seminars marking the International Day to 
Protect Education from Attack. Moreover, the Commission 
played a pivotal role in commemorating Qatar’s cultural 
heritage milestones, including the 10th anniversary of Al-
Zubarah’s listing on the UNESCO World Heritage List and the 
anniversary of the National Museum of Qatar, underscoring 
Qatar’s rich cultural heritage and its commitment to preserving 
and promoting it on the international stage.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Looking ahead, the Qatar National Commission for UNESCO outlines an ambitious agenda focusing on education, cultural heritage 
preservation, environmental sustainability, and intercultural dialogue. Collaborating closely with Qatar University and other partners, 
the Commission aims to host the 6th Youth Research Forum and expand the UNESCO University Network by including more chairs. 
Additionally, the Commission plans to implement comprehensive awareness and educational programs for students in UNESCO 
Associated Schools, covering various topics such as human rights, environmental awareness, and climate change, while organizing 
forums and national consultations to monitor education transformation commitments and promote Learning Cities.

Furthermore, the Commission intends to support Qatar’s cultural and natural heritage preservation efforts by facilitating submissions for 
listing sites on UNESCO’s World Heritage list and the Representative List of Intangible Cultural Heritage Elements. Moreover, initiatives 
are underway to celebrate signi�cant milestones such as the National Museum of Qatar’s 50th anniversary, in collaboration with Qatar 
Museums, and to raise awareness about Qatar’s biosphere reserves through campaigns such as the Al Reem Reserve awareness 
campaign. Considering regional collaboration, the Commission plans to implement strategic projects with regional National Commissions, 
potentially hosting regional and international conferences on UNESCO’s work and launching a regional award for children to promote 
cultural exchange and cooperation across borders.

Success Story
Celebrating the Arab Human Rights Day in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education, and the League of Arab States under the theme �The Right 
to Quality Education�. The conference focused on the role of quality 
education in promoting human rights and emphasized the right to 
education as a fundamental right for human development and social 
and economic development With the participation of UNESCO Doha 
Of�ce, the Arab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States, ALECSO, 
Saudi National Commission for UNESCO, Qatar National Human Rights 
Committee, United Nations Training and Documentation Center, and 
others. 

The Conference included student performance showcasing Qatar�s 
education journey, and its contribution to promoting education and 
the right to equitable quality education across all environments. The 
Conference held several discussion panels on international collaboration efforts for protecting the right to education and education quality standards. 

On Day 2, a panel discussion was held on the role of national commissions in supporting SDG4, and a student debate on the right to quality education. Finally, a session was 
held on the impact of digital transformation on education quality. The conference included an exhibition of student works (14-15 March 2023).

Celebrating the Arab Human Rights Day under the theme �The Right to 
Quality Education� ' Qatar National Commission for UNESCO

Back to Contents � Retour au sommaire48

QATARArab States





TUNISIE
Commission nationale tunisienne pour l�Education, 
la Science et la Culture

PrØsident : M. Mohamed Ali Boughdiri, ministre de 
l�Education

SecrØtaire gØnØral : M. Issam Louhichi

Courrier Ølectronique : comnatu@edunet.tn

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023

La Commission Nationale Tunisienne pour l�Education, la 
Science et la Culture a mis en �uvre plusieurs activitØs 
en coopØration avec l�UNESCO en 2023, notamment la 
�nalisation des derniŁres Øtapes d�un projet pilote dans le cadre 
de son partenariat avec UNESCO-IICBA. Dans le cadre de ce 
projet intitulØ « Promotion de la culture de la paix et prØvention 
de l�extrØmisme violent dans le milieu scolaire », des ateliers 
artistiques en peinture, thØâtre et musique ont ØtØ rØalisØs. Ces 
ateliers ont abouti à des outputs clairs (une chanson prônant la 

culture de la paix - un documentaire relatant toutes les Øtapes 
de l�exØcution du projet et ayant une valeur pØdagogique - 
une piŁce de thØâtre - une galerie d�art�) constituant ainsi un 
module de formation complet. Etant donnØ qu�il s�agit d�une 
initiative innovante, cette expØrience sera partagØe avec toutes 
les parties �uvrant dans le domaine Øducatif et artistique pour 
qu�il ait une dimension nationale stratØgique, et Øventuellement 
rØgionale à travers le partage avec les commissions nationales 
des pays voisins (le Maroc, l�AlgØrie, la Lybie, la Mauritanie).  

En outre, la Commission Nationale a aussi jouØ un rôle crucial 
dans l�avancement du projet de crØation du premier GØoparc à 
l�Øchelle nationale situØ dans le sud-ouest Tunisien en organisant 
plusieurs rencontres avec les parties prenantes dont le comitØ 
national de gØoparcs ainsi que des reprØsentants des rØgions et 
de la sociØtØ civile intØressØs par la crØation de gØoparcs dans 
les diffØrentes rØgions du pays. 

En 2023, la Commission Nationale a continuØ ses efforts dans 
le renforcement des relations avec les diffØrentes instances 
nationales et mŒme rØgionales a�n de veiller au mieux à la 
mise en �uvre du mandat de l�UNESCO en Tunisie en circulant 
l�information et en impliquant diffØrentes instances dans toutes 
les activitØs de l�organisation en Tunisie.

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

La Commission Nationale Tunisienne pour l�Education, la Science et la Culture compte continuer à jouer son rôle visant à garantir 
la prØsence tunisienne dans tous les ØvŁnements, programmes et activitØs proposØs par l�UNESCO, toujours en favorisant une 
collaboration Øtroite avec les bureaux rØgionaux ainsi qu�avec les diffØrentes parties prenantes à l�Øchelle nationale et rØgionale.

D�ailleurs, depuis octobre 2023, la Commission Nationale Tunisienne a organisØ plusieurs rencontres de consultation avec toutes 
les parties prenantes au sein des diffØrents ministŁres concernØs avec les collŁgues du bureau de l�UNESCO pour le Maghreb, 
dans le but de garantir une bonne organisation du « SØminaire RØgional de Haut Niveau pour la Transformation de l�Education�» 
prØvu pour la pØriode du 19 au 20 FØvrier 2024, avec la participation des Ministres de l�Education de l�AlgØrie, la Lybie, le 
Maroc, la Mauritanie et la Tunisie.

Outre, la Commission Nationale est actuellement en concertation avec le Bureau rØgional pour le Maghreb en vue de participer 
à l�organisation d�une Rencontre RØgionale MaghrØbine des Chaires UNESCO. La commission nationale souhaite ainsi contribuer 
au renforcement du rØseau Chaires UNESCO/UNITWIN dans le Maghreb en facilitant les Øchanges entre les titulaires des 
chaires dans les cinq pays de la rØgion et en crØant des opportunitØs de rØseautage entre les diffØrents partenaires du monde 
universitaire, de la sociØtØ civile, des communautØs locales et des dØcideurs politiques dans le cadre d’un dialogue Ølargi visant 
la mise en �uvre de projets communs.

Comme sa mission le stipule, la Commission Nationale Tunisienne pour l�Education, la Science et la Culture ne cessera par ses efforts 
a�n de crØer une atmosphŁre propice pour la mise en �uvre d�actions et de programme porteurs et en harmonie avec les prioritØs 
nationales dans les diffØrents domaines d�expertise de l�organisation avec des actions novatrices favorisant la promotion des valeurs 
universelles portØes par l�UNESCO.

Une activitØ rØussie
En 2023, la Commission Nationale 
Tunisienne pour l�Education, la Science et la 
Culture a obtenu des fonds pour un projet 
intitulØ : Ecole AssociØe à l�UNESCO : Moteur 
d�inspiration pour une nouvelle vision de 
l�Øcole Tunisienne, et ce, dans le cadre du 
programme de participation de l�UNESCO 
aux activitØs des Øtats membres. Ce projet 
a permis à la commission nationale de 
continuer ses efforts visant à encourager 
les Øtablissements scolaires membres du 
rØseau des Øcoles associØes à l�UNESCO en 
Tunisie et à mettre en valeur les bonnes 
pratiques dans le cadre de l�engagement de 
ces Øtablissements aux valeurs universelles 
portØes par l�UNESCO. 

Ce projet avait pour objectif la consolidation des acquis des coordonnateurs des Øcoles ayant dØjà pro�tØ d�une session de formation en 2021 et la mise en valeur de leurs 
efforts au sein de leurs Øtablissements. Les sessions de formation se sont dØroulØes du 22 au 27 dØcembre 2023 et ont ØtØ clôturØes par une confØrence oø les projets 
pionniers ont ØtØ mis à l�honneur. Ensuite, un Manuel de Bonnes Pratiques des Øcoles associØes à l�UNESCO en Tunisie mettant en exergue tous les efforts dØployØs par les 
diffØrents Øtablissements membres pour garantir une Øducation de qualitØ a ØtØ ØditØ.

Participants à la CØrØmonie de clôture du projet Ecole AssociØe à l�UNESCO : Moteur d�inspiration pour une 
nouvelle vision de l�Øcole Tunisienne 
' Commission nationale tunisienne pour l�Education, la Science et la Culture
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Une activitØ rØussie
Du 24 au 28 avril a eu lieu la 7Łme rØunion informelle des Commissions nationales pour l’UNESCO de la rØgion Europe. Cette rencontre est la premiŁre fois qu’elle est organisØe 
en Andorre et le bilan a ØtØ trŁs positif. 

Au total, 45 reprØsentants de diffØrentes commissions nationales de 33 pays diffØrents y ont participØ.

La cØrØmonie d’ouverture a eu lieu dans le bâtiment historique de Ràdio Andorra et a comptØ avec 4 discours de bienvenue : M. Salomó Benchluch, prØsident de la Commission 
d�Andorre, M. Julien Pellaux, directeur de la Division des partenariats de l’UNESCO, Mme. Hedva Ser, Ambassadrice de bonne volontØ de l’UNESCO pour la diplomatie culturelle 
et Mme. Maria Ubach, ministre des Affaires ØtrangŁres par intØrim. Ensuite, des sØances de travail ont commencØ, mettant en avant les recommandations des derniŁres rØunions 
des commissions nationales ainsi que les prioritØs de travail des commissions nationales dØ�nies par l’UNESCO. Il y a Øgalement eu plusieurs prØsentations d’Andorre : Mme. 
Nadia Azzouz, a prØsentØ la chaire UNESCO, M. John Zvereff a prØsentØ le projet NUSCT, de l’UniversitØ d’Andorre, Mme. Eva Arasa a prØsentØ les biens inscrits sur la Liste du 
patrimoine immatØriel, M. Marc Font la rØserve de biosphŁre d’Ordino et Mme. Susanna Simon la VallØe del Madriu-Pera�ta-Claror.

Le reste des jours, les sØances de travail se sont dØroulØes à l’hôtel Roc Blanc. 9 ateliers et deux sØances plØniŁres ont ØtØ organisØs.

Plusieurs activitØs ont Øgalement ØtØ organisØes pour promouvoir notre pays : visite de la VallØe du Madriu-Pera�ta-Claror, du belvØdŁre du Roc del Quer, de la Maison/MusØe 
Areny Plandolit, de l�ancien parlement et du Centre Thermoludique de Caldea.

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

Le projet ArtCamp Andorre poursuivra sa quŒte d�ouverture vers de nouveaux pays et continents tout en collaborant avec la Commission 
Maltaise pour l�organisation d�une nouvelle Ødition. Pour la premiŁre fois, un ArtCamp ouvert à des artistes rØfugiØs en Europe aura 
lieu à Rome. Pour ce projet, nous collaborerons avec la Commission Nationale Italienne et le UNHCR.

En plus, notre Commission Nationale continuera à travailler sur le projet de traduction du Courrier de l�UNESCO et collaborer à la 
commØmoration des diffØrentes journØes internationales, notamment avec le rØseau d�Écoles AssociØes.

En 2024, on prØvoit aussi, dans le cadre de notre groupe de travail sur le Dialogue Interreligieux en Andorre, un parlement des religions 
en Andorre sur le thŁme de l�Art et la religion.

ANDORRE
Commission nationale andorrane pour l�UNESCO

PrØsident�: M. Salomó Benchluch 

SecrØtaire gØnØral�: M. Jean-Michel Armengol

Courrier Ølectronique�: cnau.unesco@andorra.ad

Site web�: https://www.unesco.ad

RØsumØ des activitØs de 2023

Pendant l�annØe 2023, la Commission nationale andorrane 
pour l�UNESCO a continuØ à travailler sur le projet ArtCamp 
Andorra « Des couleurs pour la PlanŁte ». Cette initiative 
qui a dØbutØe en 2008 est devenu le projet phare de notre 
Commission. Depuis, ont eu lieu 8 Øditions en Andorre,  
3 à Malte et une aux Émirats Arabe Unis. Cette rencontre 
d�artistes a pour but de faciliter, à travers l�art, l�Øchange des 
valeurs que l�UNESCO fait universelles autour de la culture 
de la paix.

En 2023, a eu lieu une exposition itinØrante en Andorre avec 
les �uvres de l�Ødition 2018. L�activitØ principale concernant 
ce projet a eu lieu du 9 au 19 juillet à Ordino, Andorre, avec 
l�organisation de la 8Ł Ødition. Pour cette occasion nous 
avons comptØ avec la participation de 21 artistes issus de 
19�pays qui on travaillØ et partagØ des expØriences pendant 
la durØe de cette Ødition. Dans le cadre de la cØlØbration du 
30e anniversaire de l�adhØsion de l�Andorre à l�UNESCO, cette 
Ødition a comptØ avec une visite d�exception, Mme Audrey 
Azoulay, en visite of�cielle à la PrincipautØ d�Andorre, s�est 
rendu aux ateliers oø elle a rencontrØ tous les artistes.

En 2023, nous avons continuØ à travailler à la traduction au 
catalan du Courrier de l�UNESCO. Ce projet a lieu grâce à la 
collaboration avec la Generalitat de Catalogne (Espagne) et 
l�UniversitØ de Perpignan (France).

La Commission d�Andorre a soutenu aussi plusieurs initiatives 
avec les Écoles AssociØs d�Andorre, la cØlØbration de journØes 
internationales, notamment pour la montagne et la radio, et la 
collaboration à un festival de cinØma.

Finalement, la Commission d�Andorre a organisØ la rØunion 
informelle des Commissions Nationales de la rØgion Europe 
qui a eu lieu en avril 2023.

La 7Łme rØunion informelle des Commissions nationales pour l’UNESCO de la rØgion Europe 
' Commission nationale andorrane pour l�UNESCO
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Success story
In 2023, on the occasion of the 45th session of the UNESCO World 
Heritage Committee in Saudi Arabia on 10-25 September, a special 
edition of the World Heritage Center magazine was published in three 
languages: English, French, and Arabic. This edition featured an article 
by the Armenian National Commission for UNESCO, titled "Matenadaran: 
Preserving the Treasures of Ancient Manuscripts."

The article highlights the collection of Matenadaran, a famous institution 
for the study and preservation of ancient manuscripts, recognized as an 
important center for preservation and scholarly research. Housing around 
17,000 manuscripts, the collection showcases the rich intellectual heritage 
of Armenia and includes valuable manuscripts from other cultures. 

The article also discussed the Matenadaran’s extensive collection of 
manuscripts in Arabic script, which is the second largest in the collection 
after Armenian manuscripts. This remarkable collection, consisting of 
about 2,800 codices and fragments in Arabic, Ottoman, Persian, and 
Chaghatay languages, includes up to 1,800 Arabic language manuscripts. They cover a wide range of subjects within Middle Eastern scholarship, such as religious studies, 
philosophy, history, linguistics, literature, Islamic law, astronomy, logic, medicine etc.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work
The National Commission will continue to prioritize the educational needs and the preservation of intangible cultural heritage of the 
Armenian refugees. To address these urgent issues, Armenia will work closely with UNESCO, seeking effective solutions and support. 

The issue of protection of the millennia-old Armenian heritage in Nagorno-Karabakh and dispatching a UNESCO expert mission in 
and around this region will also be prioritized.

The National Commission will also focus on celebrating the 70th anniversary of the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Armed Con�ict (1954) and the 25th anniversary of its 1999 Second Protocol. In this context, the National 
Commission is planning to organize an international conference on the signi�cant role of new technologies, including Arti�cial 
Intelligence, in the preservation and restoration of cultural heritage.

Armenia, as a member of the Executive Board of UNESCO, remains committed to the promotion of global peace, development and 
effective multilateralism through the pillars of the Organization - education, science and culture.

The National Commission will facilitate the new mission of the Matenadaran Restoration Department team to the Center for the 
Digitization of Oriental Manuscripts in Erbil as part of the UNESCO program "Revive the Spirit of Mosul".
In collaboration with UNESCO, the Armenian National Commission for UNESCO will coordinate and facilitate events to celebrate the 
centennial birthdays of Charles Aznavour and Sergei Parajanov, highlighting their contributions and legacies on a global platform.
Armenia will continue to enhance its cooperation with the UNESCO category 2 institutions and seek new partnerships. 

The Armenian National Commission with the relevant support of the UNESCO World Heritage Center will carry out the updating 
process of its Tentative lists.

ARMENIA 
Armenian National Commission for UNESCO

President: Mr Ararat Mirzoyan, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Secretary-General: Mr Davit Knyazyan, Head of 
the Department of Multilateral Policy and Development 
Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

E-mail: �natcom.am@natcom.unesco.org & unescon@mfa.am 

Website: www.mfa.am

Activities implemented in 2023

Upon Armenia’s request, UNESCO deployed an emergency 
mission to Armenia to assess the educational needs of refugee 
children from Nagorno-Karabakh. Furthermore, UNESCO 
approved Armenia’s Emergency Assistance request for the 
inclusion of displaced refugee children in education process 
and promoting their psychosocial resilience.

Protecting the millennia-old Armenian cultural heritage of the 
region remained a key priority for the Commission in 2023. 
Armenia reaf�rmed its full support for the proposal made by 
the UNESCO Director-General to send a UNESCO mission to 
assess the status of cultural property in the region.

Ararat Mirzoyan, the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Armenia, 
participated in the 42nd session of the UNESCO General 
Conference. Within the framework of the General Conference, 
the Minister also had a meeting with Audrey Azoulay, Director-
General of UNESCO.

In November 2023, the UNESCO General Conference 
recognized the centenaries of Charles Aznavour, the 
celebrated French-Armenian singer, and Sergei Parajanov, the 
Armenian visionary in cinema, by including these events in the 
calendar of anniversary celebrations for the 2024-2025 cycle.

On June 27, the "Nerses Shnorhali: Angel of Heaven" scienti�c 
conference was organized at the UNESCO Headquarters in 
Paris. This conference marked the beginning of the events 
dedicated to the 850th death anniversary of Nerses Shnorhali. 

During the 217th UNESCO Executive Board session, the 
collection of works by Armenian composer Komitas was 
included in the Memory of the World International Register.

At its 18th session the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Committee decided to inscribe the "Gyumri blacksmithing 
tradition," nominated by the Republic of Armenia, on the 
UNESCO List of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

�Matenadaran: Preserving the Treasures of Ancient Manuscripts�
' UNESCO World Heritage Magazine n° 104
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Success story
In July 2023, the Austrian National Commission set up an advisory group to support the implementation of UNESCO�s Recommendation on the Ethics of Arti�cial Intelligence 
at national level. The �Advisory Committee on the Ethics of Arti�cial Intelligence� is an interdisciplinary group of nine experts from academia and a smaller number of 
representatives from Austrian Ministries and Federal States with observer status. The main objective of the Committee is to help implement UNESCO�s Recommendation in 
Austria by contributing expertise and carrying out a broad range of activities. The expert group draws on the diverse academic backgrounds and perspectives of its members, 
ranging from the social and technical sciences to the humanities and arts, and is primarily concerned with raising awareness of the ethical implications of arti�cial intelligence, 
for instance in the form of workshops and panel discussions aimed at the public. By providing a platform for exchange between academics in the �eld of AI ethics and policy 
makers, the Advisory Committee furthermore serves as a successful channel for policy advise on various dimensions of the topic. 

Future priorities and posibilities for join work

Cooperation between National Commissions: The Austrian Commission for UNESCO regularly cooperates with the other German 
Speaking National Commissions (Germany, Switzerland, Luxembourg), especially regarding translating relevant publications and 
materials into German and thus making UNESCO�s activities, goals, and priorities more accessible for a German speaking audience.  
Generally, The Commission would also like to highlight the importance of regular exchanges between National Commission, particularly 
about the Interregional Meetings of National Commissions and the Informal Network of European National Commission. 

Cooperation with Civil Society: Within the national context, collaboration with and participation of Civil Society is crucial for the 
Commission�s work. The Austrian National Commission aims at involving different and diverse stakeholders in all relevant projects and 
across the country. For example, in the context of the 2005 Convention the �Working Group on Cultural Diversity� has been established 
already in 2004 and has been ever since involved in the implementation of the Convention in Austria on all levels. Also, within other 
sectors and departments the cooperation with national as well as international stakeholders from civil society and academia is key. 

AUSTRIA
Austrian Commission for UNESCO

President: Ms Sabine Haag

Secretary-General: Mr Martin Fritz

E-mail: oeuk@unesco.at 

Website: www.unesco.at 

Activities implemented in 2023

The Austrian Commission for UNESCO operates as an 
independent association, advising federal, state, and local 
authorities, as well as NGOs. It maintains active contact 
between UNESCO, national partner institutions, and NGOs, 
and informs the public about UNESCO�s goals and programs. 
Additionally, it regularly exchanges information with other 
National Commissions and international stakeholders. Funded 
by the Austrian government with project-based financial 
support from local and provincial authorities, the Commission 
was able to implement several notable projects in 2023.

In the cultural sector, the Commission focused on compiling 
and maintaining the National Inventory of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage (ICH), promoting living heritage through various 
activities to celebrate the 2003 Convention�s anniversary. This 
included a workshop series and an extensive collaboration 

with Wikimedia Austria for the �Wiki Loves Safeguarding 
Living Heritage� project. As the National Focal Point for the 
2005 Convention, the Commission worked on establishing 
fair cultural policies, particularly addressing the challenges 
of preferential treatment for the Global South. This involved 
organizing workshops with African Diaspora communities in 
Austria and engaging civil society actors and academia. The 
Commission also regularly met with Austrian World Heritage 
Sites representatives and produced a podcast series on World 
Heritage in Austria.

In the education sector, the Commission coordinated the 
Austrian ASPnet schools, organizing an annual conference 
and publication. The education department conducted 
workshops on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) for 
various stakeholders and presented the German translation 
of the Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report in Austria. 
Thematic priorities for 2023 included Technology & Education 
and Media and Information Literacy. Youth representatives 
organized an annual event called �Turning Point. Youth 
for Sustainable Development,� to involve young people in 
UNESCO�s agenda. In the science sector, the Commission 
emphasized implementing UNESCO�s Recommendation on the 
Ethics of Arti�cial Intelligence in Austria, establishing a national 
advisory committee on AI ethics in 2023. Additionally, in 
collaboration with L’OrØal Austria and the Austrian Academy 
of Science, the Commission awarded four fellowships �For 
Women in Science� to outstanding young female scientists.
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Une activitØ rØussie
	� Colloque « Mal Œtre des jeunes d�aujourd�hui : mythe ou rØalitØ ? » Vendredi 

21 avril 2023

	� Enjeux.  

o	 Au sortir immØdiat de la rØcente pandØmie, l�UNESCO publiait les rØsultats 
d�une vaste enquŒte à l�Øchelle mondiale, « Les jeunes en tant que chercheurs 
sur la COVID-19 », soit la toute premiŁre initiative internationale de recherche 
menØe par des jeunes et conçue et mise en �uvre avec des jeunes. Les 
constats dressØs, concernant leurs perspectives de vie, leur parcours Øducatif, 
la transition vers le monde du travail, l�accŁs à un emploi, la santØ mentale, la 
construction de leur identitØ et leur engagement civique, Øtaient sans appel. 
Plus de 50 % des Øtudiant.e.s, notamment, dØclaraient que la qualitØ de leur 
apprentissage avait considØrablement baissØ et prŁs de 20 % des jeunes 
interrogØs sur leur bien-Œtre ont jugØ leur santØ mentale mauvaise, soit plus 
de six fois plus qu’avant la pandØmie.

o	 L�impact de la pandØmie.  La pandØmie a ØtØ non seulement un rØvØlateur 
et mais aussi, une bombe à retardement : source de stress pour les jeunes et 
source d�Øpuisement pour des Øquipes mØdicales surchargØes ainsi que pour 
les personnes impliquØes dans le domaine de la santØ mentale.

o	 La guerre en Ukraine est un facteur surajoutØ.
o	 A la violence familiale se rajoute parfois la violence institutionnelle : l�Øcole 

tente de prendre des mesures pour enrayer le harcŁlement.  Mais aprŁs le 
temps scolaire, les rØseaux sociaux prennent le relais et il n�y a plus d�espace 
pour les jeunes pour rØcupØrer.

o	 La question climatique remet Øgalement en cause nos modalitØs de 
fonctionnement et la nØcessitØ d�effectuer une transition.

	� Pistes. Les mots clØs en sont : Encadrement/accompagnement - Paroles/Øcoute 
- Droits

o	 La rapiditØ de prise en charge est à revoir, le modŁle actuel s�avŁre dØpassØ, 
inopØrant vu la lenteur et la lourdeur des dØmarches à accomplir.

o	 Importance de dØvelopper des attitudes responsables, nuancØes et servant 
de modŁles d�identi�cation.

o	 Importance de l�Øcoute : c�est la premiŁre phase d�un processus empathique.   
La bienveillance est source de rapprochement et favorise la con�ance en 
l�autre.  

o	 Utile et nØcessaire de porter un regard sur le positif, sur ce qui fait les petits 
bonheurs du quotidien.  SØlectionner le positif au lieu du nØgatif est un 
exercice de chaque instant.  Les mØdias l�ont rØcemment compris et des 
rubriques « moments positifs » viennent en�n de voir le jour.

o	 Tenter de nouer une relation bienveillante demande de revenir à l�humain, 
de sortir de la relation permanente à son smartphone et aux Øcrans en 
tous genres : prendre du temps, Øcouter, reconnaître les dif�cultØs, Œtre 
empathique, expliquer le vivre-ensemble, s�ouvrir aux autres, les enfants, 
les jeunes ici en l�occurrence, dont la diffØrence est richesse, aller à leur 
dØcouverte et leur permettre de trouver leur place, de leur donner les outils 
de citoyens responsables  dans une sociØtØ dØmocratique, bref de les inclure. 

	� En conclusion, rassembler nos forces pour lutter ensemble mais aussi chacun 
à notre mesure, contre le clivage, contre une sociØtØ duelle, en s�armant de la 
truelle de la cohØsion sociale, chargØe de ciment intergØnØrationnel.

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

�	 DiversitØ et patrimoine immatØriel et en particulier la place des femmes au sein des expressions culturelles immatØrielles, poursuite 
de la rØ�exion, de la sensibilisation et des actions.

�	 Education et dØveloppement des Chaires UNESCO en FØdØration Wallonie-Bruxelles. Rencontre et sensibilisation des UniversitØs.
�	 DiversitØ culturelle � Convention de 2005. PrØparation du 20eme anniversaire et prioritØs : entreprises culturelles, intelligence 

arti�cielle et Øthique, la culture comme ODD.
�	 Sciences exactes. PrØparation d�un colloque autour de l�eau comme bien commun.
�	 PrioritØ Afrique.

BELGIQUE
Commission belge francophone et germanophone 
pour l�UNESCO

SecrØtaire gØnØral : M. Claude Gonfroid

Site web : www.commission.unesco.be

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023 

La Commission a poursuivi ses travaux en accordant 
notamment une prioritØ aux thŁmes suivants :

DiversitØ et patrimoine immatØriel et en particulier la place 
des femmes au sein des expressions culturelles immatØrielles 
et dans l�Øvolution de celles-ci vers plus d�inclusivitØ.
�	21.04.23 Colloque « Mal Œtre des jeunes d�aujourd�hui�: 

mythe ou rØalitØ ? » (voir ci-dessous)
�	13.05.23 SoirØe-dØbat « ProgrŁs sans croissance »  

Les concepts de progrŁs et de croissance Øconomique 
demeurent intimement liØs, mais la notion de croissance 
est-elle synonyme de prospØritØ ? Doit-on toujours « 
produire » plus ? Une croissance Øconomique indØ�nie est-
elle soutenable pour l�environnement ?  Face à l�urgence 
climatique et aux limites de notre ØcosystŁme, il devient 
primordial de repenser les modŁles Øconomiques, en 
intØgrant la contrainte Øcologique.  Cette dissociation du 

progrŁs et de la croissance est au centre d�une rØ�exion 
conjointe conduite par l�Unesco, la communautØ scienti�que 
et la sociØtØ civile.

�	25.05.23 ConfØrence-dØbat « Activisme Øcologiste, Øco-
radicalitØ, � L�urgence appelle-t-elle ces modes d�action et 
quel est leur impact ? »  TroisiŁme Forum «IdentitØs, cultures, 
violences » de la Commission. 

�	Education :
o	DØveloppement des Chaires UNESCO en FØdØration 

Wallonie-Bruxelles.  Rencontre et sensibilisation des 
Hautes Ecoles.

o	Candidature de la Ville de LiŁge au rØseau des Villes 
Apprenantes

�	MØmoire du Monde : 
o	 Importance de l�accessibilitØ des archives
o	24.05.23, inscription au registre « MØmoire du monde » 

de l�Unesco des Archives des Conseils internationaux de 
physique et de chimie Solvay (1910-1962). La candidature 
a ØtØ soumise par la Belgique et la France.

�	Valorisation du patrimoine matØriel
�	 Intelligence arti�cielle et Øthique
�	PrioritØ Afrique

La commission a participØ à la 10Łme RØunion interrØgionale 
des Commissions nationales pour l�UNESCO, en marge de la 
42Łme ConfØrence gØnØrale.
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Success story
The Central Balkan Biosphere Reserve (CBBR) bene�ted from the UNESCO Earth Network and had the pleasure to welcome Mr. Petr Cupa, volunteer expert within the Earth 
Network Program. Several missions were conducted in 2023 to strengthen the coordination and governance of the administrations managing the area. Mr. Cupa led a 
series of consultations to create a Coordination Council for the management of the Central Balkan Biosphere Reserve. The goal of involving at least one partner from each 
stakeholder group (business, nature conservation, communities, research, education, culture) was reached.

There is a foreseeable chance of achieving important outputs, set in the time frame of the Lima Action Plan (2016 � 2025). This new approach aims to get together at one 
platform different types of stakeholders � administration, businesses and other institutions. 

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The main work priorities for the Bulgarian National Commission for UNESCO in 2024 include actively participating in the 46th session of 
the World Heritage Committee in India and implementing projects funded under the Participation Program. Additionally, the Commission 
aims to establish a category 2 center under the auspices of UNESCO for underwater archaeology. Furthermore, Bulgaria will ensure 
active participation in the subsidiary bodies and committees where it holds membership, reinforcing its commitment to UNESCO’s 
objectives and initiatives.

BULGARIA 
National Commission of the Republic of Bulgaria 
for UNESCO

President: Ms Elena Shekerletova, Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Affairs

Vice-president: Mr Angel Bandjov, Director of the Human 
Rights Directorate, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

E-mail: unesco-bg@mfa.bg

Website: http://www.unesco-bg.org/

Activities implemented in 2023

UNESCO’s global and primary priorities took a leading part in 
the work of the National Commission in 2023. The active work 
of Bulgaria as a member of the World Heritage Committee 
was assisted by providing expert opinions, proposals and 
initiatives from the National Commission. During the 45th 
session in Riyadh the Bulgarian delegation presented the 
underwater heritage of Bulgaria, as well as its conservation 
and research. 

Due to the consistent efforts of the National Commission for 
UNESCO, in 2023 Bulgaria was elected in several UNESCO 
bodies, such as: The Executive Council of the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission, IOC, the Intergovernmental 
Bioethics Committee, IGBC, the International Coordinating 
Council of the Programme on Man and Biosphere, MAB. 

On the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the inscription of the 
Rila Monastery on the World Heritage List, a photo exhibition 
entitled "The Heart of Bulgaria" was presented at UNESCO 
Headquarters in April. The exhibition showed the importance 
of the monastery for the spiritual development of the Bulgarian 
people throughout history. The National Commission 
participated in the General Assembly of the Regional Center 
for the Intangible Cultural Heritage (Category�2) in So�a. 
The Agreement for the continuation of operation of the 
Regional Centre in So�a for a new 8-year term was signed 
during the 42nd session of the UNESCO General Conference. 
Moreover, the National Commission participated in the annual 
program �For Women in Science� and 2023 marked the 13th 

edition of the L�OrØal-UNESCO Awards in partnership with 
L’OrØal Bulgaria and So�a University. In December 2023 a 
concert dedicated to Edith Piaf took place at the UNESCO 
Headquarters on the occasion of 40 years since the inscription 
of the �rst four Bulgarian sites in the UNESCO World Heritage 
List and 20 years since the adoption of the Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage.

Mr Petr Cupa, from the UNESCO Earth Network, leading a series of consultations 
to create a Coordination Council for the management of the Central Balkan 
Biosphere Reserve (CBBR)
' National Commission of the Republic of Bulgaria for UNESCO
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Success story
In 2023, NGO Creative Estonia in collaboration with Estonian and Namibia National 
Commissions for UNESCO carried out a project of developing digital skills and 
entrepreneurship based on cultural heritage among the youth in Namibia. The 
project was in line with Agenda 2030 and contributed directly to SDG 8 and SDG 9. 

Within the project, a Creative Economy Academy on the preservation and 
digitalization of cultural heritage took place in Windhoek on 30 October-1 
November 2023. The academy consisted of a high-level conference aimed at local 
policymakers, heritage custodians, and developers, as well as a hackathon for 
young entrepreneurs to support sustainable development through the promotion 
of cultural heritage-based creative entrepreneurship. 

At the two-day hackathon �Hack the Heritage�, the participants learned about 
product development, entrepreneurship, circular economy, and digital technologies. 
A total of 7 business ideas were developed, and after pitching, 3 teams were 
selected to continue working with Estonian mentors in online mentorship sessions. 
The winning ideas were an app that helps introduce and preserve heritage stories, 
the growing of local medicinal plants using hydroponic and water-saving technology, 
and weather-alleviating garments with a design inspired by traditional patterns.

The preparations for the follow-up project are already at work and the Commission 
hopes to continue the collaboration in 2024.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work 

Estonian National Commission is working on continuing the cooperation with Namibia National Commission in the �eld of creative 
entrepreneurship in 2024 and 2025. The Commission hopes to start cooperation with Botswana National Commission in the �elds of 
ESD and climate change. An important part of the success of the cooperation relies on engaging the CSOs and experts from academia, 
public and private sector. Also, Estonian National Commission remains in good communication with eSwatini National Commission.

ESTONIA 
Estonian National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Ms Kristin Kuutma 

Secretary-General: Ms Kerli Gutman-Normak

E-mail: unesco@unesco.ee

Website: www.unesco.ee

Activities implemented in 2023

In 2023 the National Commission continued its work within 
the structure of the Estonian Ministry of Culture where the 
Secretariat works as an independent structural unit of the 
ministry with an integrated budget. The new structure of the 
National Commission also consists of a Board of Experts, which 
brings together representatives of UNESCO programmes, 

Creative Economy Academy by the NGO Creative Estonia in collaboration with Estonian and Namibia National Commissions for UNESCO  
' Estonian National Commission for UNESCO

projects and networks active in Estonia and an Executive 
Board, which gathers four ministries and a representative of the 
Board of Experts. In cooperation with Visit Estonia a network 
with regular meetings for UNESCO designations in Estonia 
was launched with an aim to foster cooperation possibilities. 
The Commission established cooperation with UNESCO ROSA 
and Windhoek Of�ce. 
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Success story

Youth participation and meaningful engagement in UNESCO-related work has 
been enforced in Finland. The NatCom invited two young experts appointed by the 
Finnish National Youth Council Allianssi as permanent experts to the NatCom. A 
meeting was also arranged with the UN Youth of Helsinki, an NGO attached with the 
UN Youth Finland, to share information on UNESCO�s mandate and activities, and to 
discuss. The UNESCO youth delegates also have close cooperation with other youth 
delegates in Finland, including the UN youth delegates appointed by the Finnish 
National Youth Council Allianssi. Cooperation and information sharing with other 
Nordic UNESCO youth delegates is also active. Furthermore, Minister of Youth, Sport 
and Physical Activity Sandra Bergqvist attended the ministerial part of UNESCO�s 
youth forum, together with the youth delegates.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

Finland and the NatCom highly value both global and regional cooperation. Finland also highly appreciates the status of associate 
member of UNESCO of the ¯land Islands, the self-governing province of Finland, with its own NatCom. The Nordic cooperation 
continues strong. 

In 2023 the Nordic National Commissions met in Denmark to discuss topics pertaining to UNESCO and preparation for the 42nd session 
of General Conference. The following Nordic gathering, in 2024, will take place in Iceland. The Chairperson and Secretary-General 
participated also in the annual meeting of the European National Commissions in Andorra and are prepared to participate in the 
future meetings as well. The global NatCom meetings in the connection of the General Conference and Executive Boards sessions are 
also valuable information exchange events.  

FINLAND 
Finnish National Commission for UNESCO

President: Mr Teivo Teivainen, Professor of World Politics 
at the University of Helsinki

Secretary-General: Ms Piia Immonen-Seuguenot, Senior 
Ministerial Adviser

E-mail: unesco.okm@gov.� 

Website: https://okm.�/en/national-commission-for-unesco 

Activities implemented in 2023

The year 2023 marked the beginning of a new four-year 
mandate for the NatCom, bringing in, amongst others, a new 
Chairperson and Secretary General. During the year, the 
new Commission familiarized itself with UNESCO�s broad 
mandate, normative work and programme activities. The 
Commission met in thematic meetings with many national focal 
points and coordinators for UNESCO-related programmes and 
networks, including UNESCO Chair/UNITWIN Network, 
UNESCO Associated Schools Network (ASPnet), as well as 
representatives of Finnish NGOs in of�cial partnership with 
UNESCO. The NatCom was consulted in various issues, and 
it also gave its support to a number of applications of new 

sites and actors, applying to UNESCO�s global networks 
and registers from Finland, eg. to the Memory of the World 
program and the UNESCO Creative Cities Network (UCCN). 

The NatCom followed keenly actions taken by UNESCO to 
alleviate grave world political situations and support accorded 
to Ukraine under Russia�s war of aggression, as well as 
ful�llment of UNESCO�s mandate in the Middle East. In this 
connection, the impact of UNESCO�s programmes and actions 
on enhancing the resilience of societies was emphasized.

Several members of the Commission were included in the 
delegation of Finland to the 42nd session of the General 
Conference, and participated in other UNESCO-related 
meetings as well. 

The Commission acted also as a co-organizer of national 
events, such as two events on the World Press Freedom Day, 
organized together with the Committee for Public Information 
and the Finnish Foundation for Media and Development, and 
the anniversary event of the Convention for the Safeguarding 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, organized together with the 
Finnish Heritage Agency.

The Finnish Youth Delegates Maria Karjalainen (left) and Camilla Ojala (right) 
together with Minister of Youth, Sport and Physical Activity Sandra Bergqvist 
(middle left) and Ambassador, Permanent Delegate of Finland to UNESCO 
Pasi-Heikki Vaaranmaa (middle right)
' Finnish National Commission for UNESCO
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Une activitØ rØussie�
En 2023, s�est tenue la 9Łme Consultation des 
Commissions nationales du Paci�que pour l�UNESCO à 
Suva, Fidji, organisØe par le bureau hors-siŁge UNESCO 
pour le Paci�que et la Commission nationale �djienne, 
avec le soutien de la Commission nationale française et 
l�appui du ministŁre français de l�Europe et des Affaires 
ØtrangŁres. Elle rassembla les commissions de 17 Petits 
États Insulaires en DØveloppement (PEID) et engagea 
des actions collaboratives pour rØpondre aux enjeux 
de l�Agenda 2030 pour un dØveloppement durable, 
la dØcennie des sciences ocØaniques au service du 
dØveloppement durable (2021-2030) et la dØcennie 
internationale des langues autochtones (2022-2032). 
L’Institut de recherche pour le dØveloppement de Marseille 
(IRD) contribua aux travaux sur des sujets intØressant les 
PEID spØci�quement : recherche et innovation en rØponse 
au rØchauffement climatique, montØe des ocØans, et 
modŁles de dØveloppement post-covid. Cette rØunion 
faisait suite aux recommandations de la 9e rØunion interrØgionale des Commissions nationales en 2022, Øgalement organisØe avec le soutien de la Commission nationale française.

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint�

La Commission a initiØ en 2023 des initiatives prioritaires pour 2024 :

�	 Le soutien à la prochaine consultation des Commissions nationales des PEID des Caraïbes en 2024 à Curaçao avec le secteur 
PAX autour de la mise �uvre de la StratØgie opØrationnelle pour les petits États insulaires en dØveloppement (2023-2029) et la 
prØparation du projet de 43C/5.

�	 Le soutien au Forum de l’UNESCO sur l’avenir de l’Øducation en Afrique : Vers un programme de recherche collaborative (Addis 
Abeba), organisØ par l�UNESCO en partenariat avec la Commission de l’Union africaine (UA) dans le cadre du suivi du Sommet 
des Nations Unies sur la transformation de l’Øducation (2022), de la prØparation du Sommet de l’avenir et de l’AnnØe de l’Øducation 
2024 de l�UA.

�	 La crØation d�une bourse de stages pour les bibliothØcaires de la BibliothŁque d�Alexandrie, en partenariat avec l�universitØ Senghor 
et la BNF. 

�	 La publication d�une sØrie de brochures initiØe en 2020 avec la Commission allemande pour le renforcement des capacitØs des 
commissions nationales, avec la collaboration de la Commission corØenne et marocaine. 

�	 L�inauguration en 2024 à Montevideo de l�AcadØmie franco latino-amØricaine de bioØthique et d’Øthique des sciences et des 
technologies, fondØe par l�Association internationale de droit, Øthique et science et la Commission française, consolidant le rØseau 
de 18 pays et plus de 40 institutions se rØunissant depuis 15 ans autour des Forums biennaux de la bioØthique et de l·Øthique des 
sciences.

�	 La constitution de deux comitØs d�experts internationaux pour des Øtudes sur les zones de chaleur humide et celles de libre Øvolution 
et, qui se poursuivront en 2024, en relation avec les commissions nationales.

FRANCE 
Commission nationale française pour l�UNESCO

PrØsident : M. Yves Saint-Geours�

SecrØtaire gØnØral : M. Alexandre Navarro�

Courrier Ølectronique : alexandre.navarro@diplomatie.
gouv.fr��

Site web : www.unesco.fr ; 

RØsumØ des activitØs de 2023�

En 2023, les prioritØs de la Commission française se sont 
concentrØes sur le renforcement des liens avec la sociØtØ civile, 
et sur sa mobilisation lors de la ConfØrence gØnØrale. 

À l�occasion de la ConfØrence gØnØrale, la Commission 
a cØlØbrØ les 20 ans de la Convention de 2003 pour la 
sauvegarde du patrimoine culturel immatØriel, avec une soirØe 
de Fest-Noz au Palais de Chaillot, et a soutenu la cØlØbration du 
60Łme anniversaire de l�Institut international de plani�cation de 
l�Øducation et celle du 70Łme anniversaire du RØseau des Øcoles 
associØes, avec 3 campus UNESCO et une exposition. En�n, 

deux tables rondes sur l’intelligence arti�cielle et la santØ ainsi 
que sur l�Øducation à la citoyennetØ mondiale et au climat, avec 
l�OCE et la Commission corØenne, furent organisØes.

Concernant la sociØtØ civile, la Commission française a initiØe 
une sØrie de consultations avec les ONG basØes en France 
et observatrices accrØditØes auprŁs des Organes Directeurs 
de la Convention de 2005. Une Consultation nationale sur 
la rØdaction du Cadre global pour l�Éducation artistique et 
culturelle (EAC) a ØtØ organisØe en prØvision de la ConfØrence 
mondiale à Abu Dhabi.

La Commission a soutenu la cØlØbration d�anniversaires 
UNESCO avec le concert du Monumental Tour de Michael 
Canitrot à la Tour Eiffel pour le 100Łme anniversaire de la mort 
de Gustave Eiffel et des colloques pour le 150Łme anniversaire 
de la naissance de ThØrŁse de Lisieux. En�n, la Commission 
a obtenu la dØsignation de Strasbourg Capitale Mondiale du 
Livre 2024.

La 9Łme Consultation des Commissions nationales du Paci�que pour l�UNESCO à Suva, Fidji, 
organisØe par le bureau hors-siŁge UNESCO pour le Paci�que et la Commission nationale 
�djienne, avec le soutien de la Commission nationale française et l�appui du ministŁre français de 
l�Europe et des Affaires ØtrangŁres. ' Commission nationale française pour l�UNESCO
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Success story 
An important Project in the field of Intangible 
Heritage was implemented in 2023 under the 
title Foodprint, a synergy between the Hellenic 
National Commission for UNESCO and �Anemon 
Productions�. Foodprint tells the story of the 
creation of the Mediterranean Diet, a UNESCO 
Intangible Cultural Heritage Element and explores 
its relevance to our lives today. It brings before 
us a history of sustainability, health and cultural 
exchange, explaining how peasant food has come 
to be celebrated as the healthiest food for both 
our bodies and our planet. The Project ultimately 
seeks to inspire change and connect us with the 
past of the region. Connecting Croatia, Cyprus, 
Greece, Italy, Morocco, Portugal and Spain, the 
core of Foodprint Project was an Exhibition by �ve 
European photographers who "guide" us in an age-
old way of life practiced across the Mediterranean 
for centuries. The exhibition �travels" us across Europe, using contemporary photography in order to engage visitors in a multi-sensory exploration of the Mediterranean Diet. 
Furthermore, several parallel activities were implemented, such as photography workshops for teenagers, educational programs, documentary screenings, cooking & food 
events. Through the Project�s dedicated multilingual website, visitors gain access to additional information and educational material: https://foodprint-project.com/the-project/ 

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work 

The Hellenic National Commission for UNESCO in cooperation with the Municipality of Pallini, member of UNESCO�s Global Network 
of Learning Cities, is planning to organize a series of webinars on the challenging topic of the role of the Arti�cial Intelligence (AI) 
in Lifelong Learning. These webinars will explore how AI can contribute to the elimination of various challenges, which derive from 
inequalities based on gender, ethnicity, social and economic background, in the sectors of Informal and Non formal Education at the 
local level. The webinars will be addressed not only to the citizens and the stakeholders of all the Greek cities which are members of 
the GNLC, but also to representatives from three other UNESCO Networks in Greece: ASPnet, UNITWIN and UGGp. Through this 
initiative, cooperation between the members of the four Networks will be established in order for them to exchange best practices 
and experiences on AI, with a view to accelerating progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable 
quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all.

GREECE 
Hellenic National Commission for UNESCO

President: Ms Aikaterini Tzitzikosta

E-mail: unescogr@mfa.gr

Activities implemented in 2023

Throughout 2023 the Hellenic National Commission for 
UNESCO, promoted UNESCO�s Programs & Priorities in the 
International Organization�s �ve Sectors. A selection of our 
activities includes the following:

In education, three new UNESCO Chairs were established, 
namely: 1. �Creative Cities in Motion: Urban Sustainable 
Mobility and Utilization of Cultural Resources� at the University 
of Piraeus, 2. �UNESCO Chair on Digital Methods for the 
Humanities and Social Sciences� at the Athens University of 
Economics and Business, 3. �UNESCO Chair on Anthropology 
of Traditional Music: Representing and Repositioning Intangible 
Cultural Heritage� at the National and Kapodistrian University 
of Athens. Furthermore, the 21st Annual Symposium of Lyceum 
ASP-net Schools of Attica and the 8th Annual Symposium of 

Gymnasium ASP-net Schools of Attica took place in February 
and March 2023 respectively. 

Regarding culture, the �Zagori Cultural Landscape�, in Epirus 
(northwestern Greece) was inscribed on UNESCO�s World 
Heritage List and the element of �Transhumance, the seasonal 
droving of livestock� was registered in the �Representative List 
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity�.

Concerning the sciences, the area of Lavreotiki was declared 
�UNESCO Global Geopark� and the 12th Greek L�ORÉAL - 
UNESCO Awards for Women in Science Ceremony took place 
awarding three women scientists for their exceptional research 
and work in the �elds of Medicine, Biology and Chemistry.

In the communication and information, the �Lead Tablets of 
Dodona�, unique small pieces of lead strips (6th century BC 
to the mid-2nd century BC) have been inscribed on UNESCO�s 
Memory of the World Register. More than 4.000 strips have 
been discovered, scattered within the temenos of Dodona 
(Epirus, northwestern Greece), on which are written questions 
by the visitors, regarding multiple topics, such as marriage, 
divorce, birth and survival of children, travel, professional 
plans, health and healing, addressed either to Zeus, or to 
Zeus and Dione.

An Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2023 under the title Foodprint
' Hellenic National Commission for UNESCO
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Success story
The Hungarian National Commission organised an event 
in September to celebrate the fact that Hungary joined 
UNESCO 75 years ago - on 14 September 1948. The 
program was opened by a video message from Firmin 
Edouard Matoko, UNESCO’s Deputy Director-General 
responsible for Priority Africa and External Relations, and 
a greeting from President Miklós RØthelyi. It was followed 
by two round-table discussions entitled �My UNESCO� 
moderated by Ambassador Katalin Bogyay, President 
of the 36th session of UNESCO�s General Conference, 
and �From idea to realisation� moderated by Norbert 
Kroó, Member of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences 
and inventor of the World Science Forum. Discussions 
were based on the personal experiences of prominent 
researchers, professionals and diplomats involved with 
UNESCO. Topics covered included the history of the 
National Commission, the role of Hungarians in UNESCO�s 
water related programs, in the World Heritage Convention 
and in the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, 
the role of women in science, the World Science Forum, the MAB program, and 
Global Geoparks. The event ended with the closing remarks of Ambassador LÆszló 

Turóczy who emphasised that the international community needs UNESCO today at 
least as much as at any time in the nearly eight decades that have passed since its 
foundation and that Hungary also needs UNESCO as much as ever before.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The Hungarian National Commission for UNESCO has outlined several key priorities and potential areas for joint action in the near future. 
One signi�cant focus will be organizing a professional event centered on the ethics of neurotechnology, re�ecting an ongoing commitment 
to addressing ethical considerations in emerging scienti�c �elds. Additionally, the Commission plans to host the UNESCO MOST Winter 
School, themed "A New Space Odyssey: Creating Livable Spaces for Social Cohesion, Change, and Adaptation in Critical Times," to 
foster innovative discussions on social issues. In 2025, the Commission will celebrate two major anniversaries: the 200th anniversary 
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences and the 250th anniversary of TerØz Brunszvik’s birth, highlighting Hungary’s rich academic 
and educational heritage. Furthermore, the Commission aims to engage younger generations by organizing a World Heritage-related 
competition for secondary school students, promoting awareness and appreciation of cultural heritage among youth.

HUNGARY 
Hungarian National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Miklós RØthelyi

Secretary-General: Mr GÆbor Soós 

E-mail: info@unesco.hu 

Website: www.unesco.hu 

Activities implemented in 2023

The Hungarian National Commission continues to see its role as 
the connection between UNESCO, national government, civil 
society, academic and professional communities to translate 
UNESCO�s ideals into actions on the ground in partnership 
with stakeholders. A useful way of coordinating national 
efforts has been the anniversaries with which UNESCO is 
associated. The Commission celebrated the 200th anniversary 
of JÆnos Bolyai�s letter about the discovery of non-Euclidean 
geometry (1823) and coordinated the preparation of two 
proposals for 2025: the 200th anniversary of the foundation 
of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (1825) and the 250th 
anniversary of the birth of TerØz Brunszvik, founder of the �rst 
kindergartens in Hungary (1775-1861). The Commission also 
publicized international days promoted by UNESCO on its 
website and provided �nancial support to the celebration of 
the International Day of Light by the Agroverzum Centre of 
Science and Fun at MartonvÆsÆr. 

The Commission continued our partnership with VarÆzslatos 
MagyarorszÆg (Wonderful Hungary), an online platform 
for nature photography and together launched a photo 
competition related to geodiversity. The Sustainability Theme 
Week and the World’s Largest Lesson were held under the 
Commission�s patronage with great success. The Commission 
also supported the making of a 3-minute film about The 
Living Heritage of Communities in Hungary on the occasion 
of the 20th anniversary of the related convention. There are 
30�Associated Schools in Hungary for whom the Commission 
organizes pedagogical workshops twice a year to share 
good practices and experiences, introduce new projects, civil 
organizations, educational methods, and to build personal 
relationships. In partnership with a major publisher and 
a library, the Commission convened a conference on the 
present and future of university textbooks. In partnership  
with the UNESCO Chair on Cultural Heritage Management  
and Sustainability, the 5th UNESCO MOST Winter School 
was held. Following a multinational nomination involving 
6�countries, the �Knowledge, craft and skills of handmade 
glass production� was inscribed on the Representative List of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

Hungary�s 75 Years in UNESCO ' Vera Gyarmati
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Success story
Next Generation - The challenges of climate change: The 
National Commission launched the educational project 
Next Generation - The challenges of climate change in 10 
Italian schools, including several UNESCO ASPnet ones, in 
collaboration with the non-pro�t Macromicro Association.

The educational project was built upon the 2022 photographic 
and scienti�c exhibition On the trail of glaciers, that had 
enjoyed the UNESCO patronage.

The elements provided by the project, through photographic 
comparison and glaciological measurement, highlighted the 
effects of climate change on glaciers in different geographical 
areas of the world in the last 150 years pointing out that their 
continued withdrawal is one of the most serious effects of the 
climate crisis, which can affect the lives of millions of people, 
causing sea levels to rise and water balances to break.

The project aimed to explain to the younger generations the effects of climate change, having as ultimate objective the development of greater awareness of the impact 
of human activities on climate and environment. Moreover, it focused on the need for personal choices and lifestyles that contribute to mitigate climate change and more 
generally on the unprecedented environmental emergency that is affecting all human beings today.

This initiative registered a strong consensus from students (about 700) and teachers.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work
In the cultural sector the Commission will continue the training of local administrators in the �eld of safeguarding the cultural and natural 
heritage, in collaboration with the Italian World Heritage Association. 

The Commission will be involved in the organization of ArtCamp. Intercultural dialogue, designed by the Andorran NatCom, in 
collaboration with the Temple University of Rome and the Dialogue Institute of Philadelphia, focused on art as a tool for peace building 
and mutual respect among people. 

Another initiative will focus on the presentation of the Italian archaeological missions in World Heritage sites abroad, possibly 
participating at the Salone Internazionale del Libro in Turin and in the integrated promotion of the UNESCO designations at regional 
level through the presentation of initiatives on sustainable tourism, such as cyclo-routes connecting the properties in Lombardy, Piedmont, 
Apulia and Sicily, planned with the Milan Politecnico.

The photographic exhibition Close/Far. A Journey of Discovery Exploring the Cultural and Natural Heritage of Immigration in Italy, after 
Rome and Bologna, will be on display at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris in the summer.

In the �eld of education, the Commission intends to engage in the translation and dissemination of the Recommendation on Education 
for Peace, Human Rights and Sustainable Development, in collaboration with the UNESCO Chairs, the ASPnet Schools and civil society.

Among the projects started last year, the Commission will carry on with capacity building workshops and seminars on environmental 
education, in collaboration with ASPnet schools, and the further development and implementation of the engagement on scienti�c 
research and higher education in Africa. 

ITALY 
Italian National Commission for UNESCO

President: Mr Franco BernabŁ 

Secretary-General: Mr Enrico Vicenti 

E-mail: segretariato.cniu@unesco.it 

Website: www.unesco.it 

Activities implemented in 2023

The Italian National Commission the Commission focused on 
the assistance in drafting and selecting, with the involvement 
of all relevant Ministries, the large number of national 
candidatures to UNESCO Chairs, Creative Cities and Memory 
of the World International Register.

The Commission contributed to the revision of the 
Recommendation on Education for Peace coordinating the 
involvement of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry 
of Education and of the Italian UNESCO Chairs through 
their spokesperson who took part in the negotiation. The 
cooperation with the Italian UNESCO Chairs also resulted 
in the de�nition of a paper dedicated to their engagement 

in the African Continent, developed in collaboration with the 
UNESCO Secretariat.

On issues related to arti�cial intelligence, the Commission 
translated in Italian and published on its website the document 
Recommendation on the Ethics of AI: Shaping the Future of Our 
Societies edited by the Dutch, German and Slovenian National 
Commissions. 

In the cultural sector the NatCom took part in training activities 
for local administrators in the �eld of safeguarding the cultural 
and natural World Heritage and designed the project Arts 
and performance twenty years after the UNESCO Convention 
for the Safeguarding of ICH, together with the University of 
Bologna and the Ministry of Culture. The project consisted in 
dedicating a special issue of the �Antropolgia e Teatro� revue, 
edited by the University of Bologna, to the role of performative 
arts in the framework of the ICH Convention; three performing 
acts, including one dedicated to the puppet theater known as 
�Opera dei Pupi siciliani� and the photo exhibition Close/Far 
on the cultural heritage of immigration in Italy. 

On the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, the NatCom participated in the 
events promoted by the Padua UNESCO Chair, Ministry of 
Education and ASPnet schools. 

Presentation of the world research on climate change results to the students of the second 
classes of the ITE P.F. Calvi of Belluno, at the conference room of the Municipality of Rocca 
Pietore (by the Marmolada) ' Lorena Pison

Back to Contents � Retour au sommaire86

ITALY
Europe and  

North Amer�ca



Success story
To contribute to the goals of the International 
Decade of Indigenous Languages (Decade) of 
preserving and revitalizing indigenous languages, 
Latvia has actively taken part in the celebration of 
the Decade. In Latvia, the theme of the Decade is 
relevant as it is home to the indigenous community 
of Livonians (Livs). Although their language has 
been extinct as a mother tongue in the past 
years there has been increased support for the 
preservation and promotion of this language 
including language training for youth. 

To raise awareness about the Decade and the 
importance of preserving indigenous culture 
2023 in Latvia was proclaimed the Livonian 
Heritage Year. Within this theme the Latvian 
National Commission for UNESCO in cooperation 
with Daugavpils University and the Centre for 
Education developed material for cultural literacy (available online in Latvian: https://www.unesco.lv/lv/media/1206/download?attachment). The goal of the material was to 
encourage youth in Latvia to acquire the cultural literacy skills to explore the cultural diversity of languages and living heritage of different communities living in Latvia including 
the indigenous language of the Livonians. To promote the methodological material a series of training workshops for youth were implemented.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work�

In 2024 the Latvian National Commission for UNESCO is planning to continue sustaining the network of museums and libraries, created 
in 2020 and funded mainly with the support of the UNESCO Participation Programme. The initiative aims to enhance the sector’s 
capacity to address the UN Sustainable Development Goals, particularly their social dimension, in meaningful ways within local 
contexts. In 2023 the network included Estonia, Georgia, Latvia, Lithuania and Moldova; in 2024 it is joined by Ukraine.

LATVIA 
Latvian National Commission for UNESCO

President:�Ms Agnese Logina, Minister of Culture

Secretary-General: Ms Baiba Mo��ika�

E-mail: of�ce@unesco.lv

Website: http://www.unesco.lv

Activities implemented in 2023�

In 2023, on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the 
UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage the Latvian National Commission for 
UNESCO carried out series of events to raise awareness of 
the �intangible heritage� notion among wide audiences and to 
showcase national examples of it.

On 14-21 October the UNESCO LNC was organizing the 
UNESCO Week 2023 dedicated to the 20th anniversary of 
the 2003 Convention with the motto "From Generation to 
Generation". The programme of the week included an online 
awareness-raising campaign introducing the Convention and 
the elements inscribed on the Intangible Cultural Heritage 

Lists internationally and in Latvia. The conference �Cultural 
Literacy for Cooperation: in Search of a Common Language� 
drew attention to the interconnection between intangible 
cultural heritage and cultural literacy and was attended by 
schoolteachers, librarians from the UNESCO �Story Libraries� 
network, representatives of the Latvian Memory of the World 
Programme and of the UNESCO Chairs. In the end of the 
week, Latvian-speakers had the opportunity to challenge their 
knowledge about intangible cultural heritage by taking part in 
the online erudition game �UNESCO Quiz�.

The 20th anniversary of the Convention coincided with the 
150th anniversary of the Latvian Song and Dance Festival, part 
of the Baltic song and dance celebrations, inscribed in 2008 
on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of 
Humanity. The XXVII Nationwide Latvian Song and XVII Dance 
Festival took place in Riga in July 2023, and it was included 
in the international programme of 20th anniversary of the 
UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage.

Livonian Heritage Year proclaimed in Latvia in 2023 
' Latvian National Commission for UNESCO
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Une activitØ rØussie
Dans le cadre des ØvØnements « Les Rendez-Vous de l�UNESCO », la Commission luxembourgeoise pour l�UNESCO a organisØ une sØrie de manifestations pluridisciplinaires autour 
de la thØmatique de la citoyennetØ mondiale. ElaborØ en collaboration avec l�auteur Samuel Hamen, ce cycle a ØtØ rØalisØ en partenariat avec nombreuses institutions dont l�Institut 
Pierre Werner, les ThØâtres de la Ville, l�UniversitØ de Luxembourg, le Zentrum �r politesch Bildung, le magazine Forum, Les Cahiers luxembourgeois, le Centre de documentation 
des Migrations humaines, l�Ombudsman �r Kanner a Jugendlecher, le Centre national de l�audiovisuel ou encore la CinØmathŁque. 

Par une approche multidisciplinaire (thØâtre, cinØma, littØrature, dØbats), la notion abstraite de citoyennetØ mondiale gagne en contour et en substance, surtout en abordant des 
thŁmes comme le changement climatique, le phØnomŁne de la migration, les droits de l�enfant, les pressions Øconomiques et sociale ainsi que le rôle des Nations Unies. Devant 
les dØ�s globaux et les crises multiples, le cycle 2023 des « Rendez-vous de l�UNESCO » a atteint un public diversi�Ø et a permis de rehausser l�importance des valeurs et des 
impacts que l�UNESCO a tant au Luxembourg que dans le monde entier. Les activitØs en faveur de la paix, du dØveloppement durable, de la solidaritØ et du savoir-vivre ensemble 
sont plus importantes que jamais.

LUXEMBOURG 
Commission luxembourgeoise pour l�UNESCO

PrØsidente�: Mme Simone Beck

SecrØtaire gØnØrale�: Mme Catherine Decker 

Courrier Ølectronique�: info@unesco.lu 

Site web�: www.unesco.lu 

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023

En 2023, la Commission Nationale BØninoise pour l�UNESCO 
a menØ six activitØs dont cinq Le rØsumØ des activitØs en 2023

3 nouvelles inscriptions multinationales sur la liste reprØsentative 
du patrimoine culturel immatØriel de l’humanitØ : Les trois 
candidatures multinationales auxquelles le Luxembourg a 
participØ ont ØtØ approuvØes en dØcembre lors de la dix-
huitiŁme session du ComitØ intergouvernemental de sauvegarde 
du patrimoine culturel immatØriel à Kasane (rØpublique du 
Botswana). La WanderschØiferei (transhumance), le FlØizen 
(mØthode traditionnelle d�irrigation de pâturages) et la 
Hiewanskonscht (compØtences des sage-femmes) ont ainsi 
rejoint les deux inscriptions luxembourgeoises �gurant dØjà 
sur la Liste reprØsentative du patrimoine culturel immatØriel 
de l�humanitØ, à savoir la procession dansante d�Echternach 
(2010) et l�art musical des sonneurs de trompe (2020). 

Elargissement du rØseau des Øcoles associØes de l�UNESCO à 
Luxembourg et Ølaboration d�une stratØgie nationale du rØseau 
2022-2030 : En 2023, deux nouvelles Øcoles ont rejoint le 
rØseau luxembourgeois des Øcoles associØes de l�UNESCO�: 
le LycØe Nic Biever à Dudelange et l�Ecole de Commerce et 
de Gestion (ECG) à Luxembourg-Geesseknäppchen. Cette 
annØe, le rØseau luxembourgeois s�est Øgalement dotØ d�une 
stratØgie nationale, en mettant l�accent sur les cinq thŁmes 
transversaux suivants : Éducation aux droits humains, à la 
dØmocratie et à la paix, InterculturalitØ et vivre-ensemble dans 
la diversitØ, Éducation au dØveloppement durable, CitoyennetØ 
mondiale, Risques et chances de l�Łre numØrique et Education 
au patrimoine. 

Le Luxembourg à la ConfØrence gØnØrale : Lors de la 
42e session de la ConfØrence GØnØrale de l’UNESCO le 
Luxembourg a ØtØ Ølu à trois organes subsidiaires de l’UNESCO 
pour la pØriode 2023-2027 : le Conseil intergouvernemental 
du Programme international pour le dØveloppement de la 
communication (PIDC), le Conseil intergouvernemental du 
Programme pour la gestion des transformations sociales 
(MOST) et le ComitØ intergouvernemental de bioØthique 

(CIGB). Mme Claude Sevenig, Chef du Service des relations 
internationales et des affaires europØennes au MENJE, a 
participØ à la rØvision de la « Recommandation de 1974 sur 
l�Øducation pour la comprØhension, la coopØration et la paix 
internationales et l�Øducation relative aux droits de l�homme et 
aux libertØs fondamentales ». Cette recommandation rØvisØe 
qui a ØtØ adoptØe par la confØrence gØnØrale. Le Luxembourg 
Øtait reprØsentØ au 13e Forum des Jeunes de l�UNESCO par 
M. Mahmoud Hashoush, ancien stagiaire auprŁs de la Minett 
UNESCO BiosphŁre. A l�occasion de la confØrence gØnØrale, 
la DØlØguØe permanente du Luxembourg auprŁs de l�UNESCO, 
Mme Nadia Ernzer, a formellement annoncØ la candidature 
luxembourgeoise au conseil exØcutif de l�UNESCO pour 2025-
2029.

Le rayonnement de l�UNESCO au Luxembourg : La Commission 
nationale s�est rØunie quatre fois en 2023 : le 21 janvier, le 
5 juillet, le 3 octobre et le 14 dØcembre, dont la derniŁre en 
prØsence du ministre de la Culture. Au courant de l�annØe, des 
rØunions rØguliŁres du bureau de la Commission, du comitØ 
de gestion du site du patrimoine mondial, des comitØs MAB 
et GØoparc, avec les dØsignations et encore avec les Øcoles 
associØes de l�UNESCO ont Øgalement ØtØ organisØes. 

Les JournØes europØennes du patrimoine avaient ØtØ placØes 
sous le thŁme du « Patrimoine vivant » coïncidant avec 
le vingtiŁme anniversaire de la convention UNESCO du 
17�octobre 2003 pour la sauvegarde du patrimoine culturel 
immatØriel et le quinziŁme anniversaire de l�inventaire national 
luxembourgeois. La « JournØe du patrimoine immatØriel » à 
Neimºnster a permis de prØsenter les pratiques faisant partie 
de l�inventaire du patrimoine immatØriel national, ainsi que 
les dØsignations luxembourgeoises labØlisØes par l�UNESCO. 

La Commission UNESCO est restØe un partenaire �dŁle de 
l�exposition « World Press Photo », prestigieux concours de 
photojournalisme prØsentØ à Neimºnster en �n d�annØe.

Dans le cadre de l�exposition « Ukrainian art in danger : Maria 
Prymachenko » au Lºtzebuerg City Museum, la Commission 
UNESCO a organisØ une confØrence intitulØe « Towards the 
recovery of the culture sector of Ukraine. Protection of the 
cultural heritage in con�ict zones » prØsentØe par Madame 
Krista Pikkat, Directrice UNESCO, EntitØ Culture et Situations 
d’urgence, Secteur de la culture. Également en partenariat 
avec le LCM, Madame Beck a prØsentØ une confØrence 
«�Les traditions culinaires - un patrimoine bien vivant pour 
l’UNESCO�» à l�occasion de l�exposition « All we can eat ».
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MALTA 
Maltese National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Mr Raymond Bondin

Secretary General: Mr Philip Cassar

E-mail: �philip.a.cassar@gov.mt

Website: www.unescomalta.org

Activities implemented in 2023

In April 2023, the National Commission participated at the 
7th Meeting of the Informal Network of European National 
Commissions for UNESCO which was held in Andorra.  
The meeting was attended by the Chairman, and General 
Secretary of the Maltese Commission.

In July 2023, the National Commission nominated and 
facilitated the participation of an Artist from Malta, to the Art 
Camp Andorra *Colours for the Plant~. This Art Camp was 
attended by 20 artists  from various countries.

In October 2023, the National Commission was asked by the 
UNESCO Regional Bureau in Venice to nominate participants 
for a symposium �Source to Sea Dialogue: managing water 
resources from mountains to the ocean in South-Eastern Europe 
and the Mediterranean�. The National Commission nominated 
and facilitated the participation of two representatives from the 
Maltese Ministry of Education.

In November 2023, the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science 
and Culture in Europe held the final GEO4CIVHIC Final 
Conference in Valletta, Malta.  The National Commission was 
also present at the Conference.

In November 2023, the Chairman of the National Commission 
attended the 24th Session of the Convention concerning the 
Protection of the World Cultural and National Heritage which 
was held in Paris during the 42nd Session of the General 
Conference of UNESCO.

During 2023, the National Commission worked actively 
together with Malta�s National Archives to prepare the 
nomination for the Memory of the World International Register 
the document called �the Petrus de Caxaro�s Kantilena�.  The 
Kantilena is the earliest known literary composition still extant 
in the Maltese language.  All the documentation relating to this 
nomination were forwarded in November 2023.
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Une activitØ rØussie
Les membres de la Commission Nationale continuent d��uvrer pour une culture, une Øducation, et des sciences accessibles à tous. Il est essentiel de souligner le travail ainsi 
rØalisØ en faveur des personnes en situation de handicap et des minoritØs. 

Le Grimaldi Forum, avec l�exposition estivale consacrØe à l��uvre de Monet, a poursuivi sa mission d�inclusion des minoritØs. L�association « Les Enfants de Frankie », qui 
soutient les enfants malades, handicapØs ou dØfavorisØs en PrincipautØ, a ØtØ conviØe à visiter l�exposition, permettant ainsi d�introduire le monde de la culture à des enfants 
n�y ayant jamais eu accŁs. Une expØrience de visite adaptØe aux malvoyants a aussi ØtØ crØØe par les Øquipes du Grimaldi Forum, qui �uvreront, dŁs cette annØe et pour 
les expositions à venir, à l�organisation de visites dØdiØes aux personnes malentendantes. 

Le Nouveau MusØe National de Monaco a Øgalement poursuivi son travail menØ en faveur des personnes en situation de handicap, tout comme l�AcadØmie de Musique et de 
ThØâtre Fondation Prince Rainier III, qui propose des parcours d�Øtudes adaptØs aux enfants handicapØs. L�AcadØmie a, en outre, fait l�acquisition d�un Bao-Pao, instrument 
d�expression musicale appropriØ aux personnes à mobilitØ rØduite. 

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØ de travail conjoint 

L�annØe 2024 marquera les 75 ans de l�adhØsion de la PrincipautØ de Monaco à l�UNESCO. De nombreux ØvØnements auront lieu à 
Paris, dans le but de faire rayonner les entitØs culturelles monØgasques et de mettre en exergue les grandes thØmatiques de l�UNESCO 
que sont l�Education la Science, et la Culture. 

Tout d�abord, l�Orchestre Philarmonique de Monte-Carlo jouera à la Seine Musicale, le 11 fØvrier, et à l�OpØra royal de Versailles, le 
8 juin, pour la reprØsentation de Mme CØcilia Bartoli, directrice de l�OpØra de Monte-Carlo, et de M. John Malkovich. 

En avril, une classe du LycØe technique et hôtelier Rainier III sera transplantØe à Paris. Les ØlŁves de cette classe seront amenØs à servir 
un dîner of�ciel, auquel seront conviØs S.A.S. le Prince Albert II et des Ambassadeurs auprŁs de l�UNESCO. 

En�n, une exposition en lien avec la Fondation Prince Albert II, organisation internationale �uvrant pour la protection de l�environnement 
au travers du dØveloppement durable et de la promotion des Ønergies renouvelables, sera organisØe en octobre. 

Par ailleurs, l�annØe 2024 sera marquØe par le cinquantenaire de la disparation de l�Øcrivain Marcel Pagnol que Monaco honorera le 
16 avril 2024, cet ØvŁnement permettant de rassembler diverses entitØs culturelles PrincipautØ. 

En�n, Monaco accueillera la douziŁme Ødition des Rencontres internationales Monaco et la MØditerranØe les 7 et 8 mars 2024 dont 
le thŁme sera « Les jardins en MØditerranØe ». Trois tables rondes seront organisØes au MusØe ocØanographique : « Le temps de 
l�abondance », « Le temps des vertus », et « Le temps du merveilleux ». Dix-neuf philosophes, historiens de l�art et experts, de sept pays 
diffØrents, interviendront lors de ces tables rondes. La ConfØrence inaugurale se fera en prØsence de S.A.S. le Prince Albert II et d�Alain 
Baraton, jardinier du château de Versailles, qui exposera sa vision des jardins mØditerranØens. 

MONACO
Commission nationale monØgasque  
pour l’UNESCO 

SecrØtaire gØnØrale�: Mme Françoise Gamerdinger

Courrier Ølectronique�: �gvatrican@monaco.mc & 
fgamerdinger@gouv.mc;

Site web : www.unescocomnat@gouv.mc

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023

En 2023, les commØmorations du Centenaire de la naissance 
du Prince Rainier III Øtaient au c�ur de la politique culturelle 
de Monaco et les membres de la Commission nationale 
monØgasque pour l�UNESCO ont organisØ de nombreux 
ØvØnements a�n de mettre en lumiŁre les valeurs de l�UNESCO 
au travers de la �gure du Prince Rainier III.

A cette occasion, des ØlŁves de la classe de lutherie de 
l�AcadØmie de Musique et de ThØâtre Fondation Prince Rainier 
III ont crØØ un violon d�exception, pouvant Œtre quali�Ø d��uvre 
d�art, en hommage au Prince Rainier III. La conception de ce 
violon, prØsentØ lors du Gala de l�AcadØmie, a permis aux 
ØlŁves de mieux s�approprier cet instrument de musique, tout 
en se formant à cet artisanat ancestral. 

Le MusØe d�Anthropologie PrØhistorique a, quant à lui, organisØ 
une exposition dØdiØe au Prince Rainier III, « Un Prince, un 
MusØe », retraçant la crØation du musØe et prØsentant les 
fouilles archØologiques menØes sous son rŁgne, ainsi que les 
dons rØalisØs par le couple princier.  

Le MusØe OcØanographique a Øgalement mis en avant les 
efforts du Prince Rainier III pour la protection des ocØans et des 
mammifŁres marins, avec l�exposition « Rainier III. Le Prince et 
la MØditerranØe ».

D�autres ØvŁnements ont ponctuØ cette annØe de cØlØbration, 
notamment l�exposition  « Le Prince bâtisseur. Une ambition 
pour Monaco », organisØe par la Direction des Affaires 
Culturelles et mettant en exergue les transformations de 
la PrincipautØ par la prØsentation de maquettes, plans et 
photographies inØdits. « Le Chemin des Sculptures », un 
parcours patrimonial composØ d�une centaine d��uvres, a 
mis en avant le rapport qu�entretient la PrincipautØ avec l�art. 

En�n, la FØdØration et les Clubs UNESCO ont crØØ et ØlaborØ 
un jeu de cartes à l�occasion du centiŁme anniversaire de la 
naissance du Prince Rainier III.
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NETHERLANDS 
Netherlands Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Ms Kathleen Ferrier

Secretary-General: Ms Marielies Schelhaas

E-mail: info@unesco.nl 

Website: www.unesco.nl 

Activities implemented in 2023

Continuous curricula on Global Citizenship education: 
The Netherlands Commission for UNESCO (hereafter �the 
Commission�), in collaboration with nine ASPnet-schools, 
developed continuous curricula on UNESCO Global 
Citizenship education for different school types. The curricula 
emphasize themes such as critical thinking, democracy, and 
diversity. Teachers� personal perspectives were integral to its 
development, focusing on topics like polarization, climate, and 
the ability to in�uence change. These curricula aim to foster 
positivity, con�dence, and a sense of empowerment among 
students.

Safety of scientists: In close cooperation with the Dutch ministry 
of Science and the Permanent Delegation of the Netherlands 
to UNESCO, the Commission set up a number of global 
dialogues between experts and policy makers on the safety 
of scientists. At the General Conference UNESCO�s Member 
States unanimously adopted a resolution to establish a special 
programme that will help promote knowledge exchange and 
international cooperation, and will encourage states to take 
action against threats and harassment of scientists.

Brand guide for World Heritage: Together with the Dutch 
Association of World Heritage sites, the Commission prepared 
a brand guide on UNESCO World Heritage. The guide aims to 
convey the meaning of World Heritage to audiences of all ages 
in a simple and unambiguous way. It emphasizes the collective 
story, positioning, core values and practical application of this 
iconic status for both collective communication purposes and 
for the communication of individual world heritage sites.

The future role of Dutch Public Broadcasting: The Commission 
initiated and co-organised a lively debate on the future role 
of Dutch Public Broadcasting. Is this group of organizations, 
responsible for public TV and radio, pluralistic and inclusive 
enough, given their mission to represent different groups 
and cultures in the country? The discussions also considered 
effective ways to reach the broadest possible audience in a 
society that is more and more divided.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

The working program of the Commission for 2024-2025 consists of �ve strategic aims:

�	 Strengthening the cooperation with the UNESCO designations (sites, schools etc) in the Netherlands. 

�	 Global citizenship education and the transformative power of education

�	 Striving for open, safe, and inclusive knowledge communities

�	 The unifying power of culture

�	 Protection of and re�ection on free media

The Commission works closely together with national commissions of other countries in the (European) network, and the UNESCO 
Secretariat in Paris. There are intensive collaborations on topics such as Memory of the World, history of enslaved peoples, and projects 
within the ASP-network.

The Commission also serves as the National Commission for the Dutch Caribbean islands of Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba. The 
Commission aims to increase collaboration and plans to visit the islands in 2024.

The Commission continues its collaboration with the National Commissions for UNESCO of the three independent Caribbean islands 
in the Dutch Kingdom, Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten, for instance in the �elds of education, intangible heritage and disaster 
preparedness and response.

The Commission is always open to new opportunities to work together with other National Commissions for UNESCO, especially on 
the topics of global citizenship, AI, SIDS and culture in times of crisis.

Success story
The Commission prepared an of�cial advice to the Dutch Government to thoroughly revise 
cultural policies to better re�ect the diversity and rich cultural expressions that are present 
in the country. The advice focusses on the cultural ecosystem of migrant and diasporic 
urban cultures (also known as the culture), which include, for instance, street culture 
and hip-hop music. The report was prepared through an intense collaboration between 
the Commission and representatives of the culture. It concludes that this large group still 
does not receive suf�cient recognition, appreciation and support from current policies 
and relevant agencies.

The report identifies several problems, including the marginalization of cultural 
expressions, limited funding opportunities and a lack of representation within traditional 
cultural institutions. These issues lead to inequality, unwanted parallel systems and 
untapped creativity to address the big social issues of our time.

The advice provides concrete recommendations, including substantial investment in this ecosystem, recognition of its power and thorough research into its extent and impact. 
The report also emphasizes the Netherlands� international obligations under UNESCO treaties and MONDIACULT 2022, aimed at encouraging diversity in cultural expression 
and facilitating communities. In essence, the advice calls for a thorough review of current cultural policy to embrace the innovative power of the culture.

The Commission prepared an of�cial advice to the Dutch government on 
cultural policies, which focuses on the cultural ecosystem, including street 
culture and hip-hop music ' Netherlands Commission for UNESCO
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NORWAY
Norwegian National Commission for UNESCO

Chairperson: Ms Rebekka Borsch

Secretary-General: Ms Tanja Kristine Hegge

E-mail: DL-0200-natcom@kd.dp.no

Webite: www.unesco.no

Activities implemented in 2023

The Norwegian National Commission for UNESCO was 
happy to partner with the freshwater community to celebrate 
the International Day of Water focusing on the need to 
accelerate change to solve water and sanitation crisis. 

The Commission also partnered with the education and 
development community to present the Global Education 
Monitoring Report on technology in education. The seminar 
was well attended and was opened by representatives of 

the Ministry for Education and Research and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. 

The Commission participated in the annual meeting for 
the ASP-net school which took place in Northern Norway, 
highlighting UNESCO�s work on the International Decade for 
Indigenous Languages and the languages of the indigenous 
population in Norway. 

The Commission were happy to have a joint digital seminar 
with our UK friends on Scotland�s UNESCO trails. It was very 
impressive to see the trail and inspiring to learn how it has 
come about. 

In addition to the aforementioned, intangible heritage, the 
ocean we want for the future we need, and journalist�s safety 
continue to be priorities for the National Commission.  

The Commission is pleased to be able to support UNESCO 
initiatives and activities in all regions of Norway with a small 
grant scheme and to support the Norwegian UNESCO family. 

Success story
T he Nor weg ian Na t iona l 
Commission for UNESCO was 
par t i cu lar ly happy about 
finally being able to gather 
the Norwegian UNESCO family 
in May together with the Gea 
Norvegica geopark. The planned 
meeting had been postponed 
because of the pandemic. 

The number of UNESCO entities 
has grown in the past ten years 
and there was a need and desire 
to meet and work together. All 
are proud of having a UNESCO-
denomination and being part 
of the UNESCO family, but 
many of the entities are small 
and participants put in a lot 
of dedication and effort with 
various degrees of financial 
support, and often very minimal 
�nancial support. All work a lot 
with children and youth and are 
dependent on local and regional 
support to continue their activities and to promote UNESCO�s work and values. Some of the entities have their own networks but found it very useful and enriching to meet 
and work together across denominations. Some have started to do so regionally.

This was a �rst meeting including discussions on challenges and opportunities. One conclusion is that there is a need to continue the discussion and the co-operation, and 
The Commission is planning to do so in 2024. 

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work 

The Norwegian National Commission for UNESCO is looking forward to participating in and to contribute to the annual Nordic 
UNESCO-meeting together with colleagues from Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Sweden, the Faroe Islands and ¯land Islands. The 
Commission is looking forward to pro�t from Icelandic hospitality and organizational talent. 

The Commission hopes that members of the UNESCO Secretariat will participate in the meeting and be able to inform us and take on 
board ideas and comments regarding the important preparations for UNESCO�s next programme and budget - 43 C/5. Our Danish 
friends organized a fantastic meeting in 2023.

 The Commission is also looking into possibilities to join our Nordic friend in their national meetings to be inspired and to learn from 
their competence. 

The Commission hopes to continue to work together with other National Commissions, organizing joint activities where it is possible 
and participating digitally and in person. 

The Norwegian UNESCO family together with the Gea Norvegica geopark
' Norwegian National Commission for UNESCO
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Success story
The Polish "Gift a Poem" campaign - promoting reading of poetry � has become 
an important element of ASPnet’s 70th anniversary celebrations worldwide. 
The Polish national coordinator invited member schools in 182 countries to 
participate in this initiative on World Poetry Day on 21 March 2023. 

The campaign involves offering a handwritten poem to a speci�c person, 
promoting the idea of poetry as a gift that shows support and brings hope. 

The event was successful: 30 countries participated in a preparatory webinar 
and thoroughly documented reports of its implementation were sent by 15 
countries on four continents and are available at www.giftapoem.pl.   

"Gift a Poem" was presented at the ASPnet conference in Berlin in June and 
was part of the anniversary exhibition accompanying the 42nd UNESCO General 
Conference. Moreover, was part of the ASPnet meeting in Kyoto, Japan, as 
element of the Arts & Culture for Peace project, where handwritten poems 
by participants - messages of peace - were hung on "peace trees" and shared 
with others.  

The campaign was inspired by a gesture by the Polish poet Zbigniew Herbert, 
whose birth centenary is being celebrated by UNESCO in 2024. The initiative 
will continue. 

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work
A 90-minute informal workshop: �How can National Commissions for UNESCO and UNESCO Chairs/UNITWIN Networks contribute 
to UNESCO priorities and programme: sharing of experiences and perspectives�, January 23rd, 2024.

In 2022, the UNITWIN/UNESCO Chairs Programme celebrated thirty years of existence. As 2023 drew to a close, the Polish National 
Commission, together with the Lithuanian National COmmission, decided to organize an informal online workshop for Estonian, Latvian, 
Lithuanian and Polish UNESCO Chairs, to be held at the start of 2024. The main objectives of the meeting were to re�ect on the joint 
contribution of the National Commissions and Chairs/Networks to UNESCO�s priorities and programme, and to serve as a networking 
event for the UNITWIN and UNESCO Chairs Networks, focusing on the Baltic region, as well as promoting the Recommendation on 
the Ethics of AI is intended to be continued in 2024 in the national context, focusing on i.a. implementation tools developed by SHS 
Sector, such as the Readiness Assessment Methodology and the Ethical Impact Assessment Tool. The Commission counts on further 
cooperation with the Secretariat in this respect. 

On the 20th anniversary of existence of the UNESCO Creative Cities Network, Polish NatCom together with the city of Bydgoszcz - 
designated in 2023 as a city of Music � is organising a conference summarising activity of the programme and 10 years of participation 
of Polish cities in the Network.

In 2024 Polish National Commission will continue �Gift a Poem� project for ASPnet as a form of building deep human connections 
through poetry, art and culture and awakening sensitivity among young people. 

The UNESCO/Poland Co-Sponsored Fellowships Programme in Archaeology and Conservation will be re-launched in October 2024.

POLAND 
Polish National Commission for UNESCO

President: Mr Micha� Kleiber�

Secretary-General: Ms Alicja Jagielska-Burduk�

E-mail: komitet@unesco.pl �

Website: www.unesco.pl

Activities implemented in 2023�

In 2023, promoting the ethics of AI and the 2021 UNESCO 
Recommendation was an important thrust of our activities.  In 
this framework, the Commission organised or co-organised 
two online seminars involving Polish and international 
experts and stakeholders, in cooperation with UNESCO 
SHS Sector and other National Commissions, especially the 
Slovenian NatCom. One of them with a view to facilitate 
expert exchange, cooperation and networking involving 
Polish and international stakeholders, and raising awareness 
in Poland regarding the Recommendations, while the other 
one addressing the National Commissions participating in 
the informal European Network of National Commissions to 
facilitate experience exchange.  

Since 2022, the Polish National Commission has been 
organizing webinars for ASPnet member schools on issues 
related to sustainable development, carried out in cooperation 
with UNESCO Chairs and World Heritage Site Boards in 
Poland. So far, 18 webinars have been held. 

In cooperation with experts from NASK National Research 
Institute, a presentation and discussion for teachers was held 
during the meeting of Polish ASPnet schools to celebrate the 
network�s 70th Anniversary, followed by an online lesson on AI 
and its societal implications.

In 2023 the Commission, in cooperation with UNESCO and 
Polish research institutes, provided fellowships for advanced 
studies at undergraduate and postgraduate levels: 

The UNESCO/Poland Co-Sponsored Fellowships Programme 
in Engineering is carried out in partnership with UNESCO, 
National Commissions for UNESCO and the AGH University 
of Science and Technology in Kraków. Thirty bbene�ciaries of 
these fellowships from Africa, Asia and Paci�c, Latin America 
and the Caribbean and Arab region have the opportunity 
to undertake 6-months research programme in the �eld of 
Science, Technology and Engineering.  

Fellowship Programme under the Polish National Commission 
for UNESCO is dedicated to young researchers from the 
Central and Eastern Europe and the developing countries. 
This programme contributes to the development of international 
cooperation, dissemination of knowledge and good practices. 

The Polish "Gift a Poem" campaign ' Polish National Commission for UNESCO
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Une activitØ rØussie
En 2023, nous avons relancØ l’activitØ du RØseau portugais des chaires UNESCO, avec 
une premiŁre rØunion en fØvrier et une confØrence en octobre sur le thŁme Science, 
Culture et CitoyennetØ.

OrganisØe à l’UniversitØ de Porto, cette confØrence a permis un intØressant dØbat autour 
de deux thŁmes principaux: Contribution des Chaires à la connaissance, dØfense et 
prØservation du patrimoine et Contribution des Chaires UNESCO à la culture de la paix. 

La sØance d’ouverture a ØtØ prononcØe par le professeur JosØ Manuel Pureza, de 
l’universitØ de Coimbra et grand dØfenseur de l�UNESCO et, notamment, de son rôle de 
garant de la solidaritØ intellectuelle et morale de l�HumanitØ. 

Un autre projet couronnØ de succŁs a ØtØ la crØation et le lancement du Concours de 
photographies sur le Patrimoine Mondial au Portugal dont le nombre de candidatures 
(698) a largement dØpassØ nos attentes. Trois photographies ont ØtØ laurØates de ce 
concours dont l�objectif est la valorisation du Patrimoine Mondial et la promotion de la 
crØativitØ et l�expression visuelle:

	� BibliothŁque du Palais national de Mafra de Arlindo Alves Homem � 1er Prix
	� Douro en Or de Joªo Galamba de Oliveira � mention honorable
	� L’escalier de António Tedim - mention honorable

PrioritØs futures et possibilitØs de travail conjoint

En 2024, la Commission nationale portugaise pour l�UNESCO continuera à renforcer son travail avec les rØseaux nationaux au niveau 
de leur dynamisation, de l�organisation de rØunions, de confØrences et de dØbats. Partenaires privilØgiØs de la Commission, les rØseaux 
sont de vØritables moteurs et agents de transformation, d�application et de rØalisation du mandat de l�UNESCO dans les domaines de 
l�Øducation, de la science, de la culture et de la communication et information. Étant donnØ le contexte de tension mondiale, d�Ømergence 
ou rØsurgence de con�its, armØs ou non, il nous semble qu�une rØ�exion sur le thŁme de la culture de la paix s�impose et continue, 
malheureusement, à Œtre d�actualitØ. Ainsi, ce thŁme continuera à Œtre proposØ, de façon transversale à tous les rØseaux.

Dans le cadre du 50Łme anniversaire de la rØvolution des �illets (1974) qui a restaurØ la dØmocratie dans notre pays, ce thŁme sera 
Øgalement proposØ à la rØ�exion et servira d�inspiration pour d�Øventuelles actions à dØvelopper, en le croisant avec des thŁmes actuels 
travaillØs par l�UNESCO comme l�intelligence arti�cielle ou la dØsinformation.

D�autre part, 2024 marquera aussi la commØmoration du VŁme centenaire de la naissance de Luís Vaz de Camıes, à laquelle 
l�UNESCO s�est associØe sur proposition du Portugal, et avec le soutien de l�Angola, du BrØsil, du Cap-Vert et du Mozambique. 
Il s�agira là d�une occasion unique pour rØ�Øchir à l’hØritage de ce poŁte portugais omniprØsent, tant dans la littØrature que dans 
l’identitØ portugaise, l’une des plus grandes �gures de la littØrature universelle, dont le gØnie est reconnu comme le fondateur d’une 
idØe d’universalitØ qui apparaît aujourd’hui comme rØvolutionnaire dans l’Øcriture, la vocation et la pensØe.

La Commission nationale portugaise est ouverte à la collaboration avec ses paires, le SecrØtariat et les Bureaux Hors SiŁge dans les 
domaines mentionnØs ci-dessus mais Øgalement dans d�autres domaines d�action de l�UNESCO.

PORTUGAL 
Commission nationale portugaise pour l�UNESCO

PrØsident : M JosØ Filipe Moraes Cabral, Ambassadeur 

SecrØtaire exØcutive : Mme Rita Brasil de Brito

Courrier Ølectronique : cnu@mne.pt 

Site web : https://unescoportugal.mne.pt

RØsumØ des activitØs en 2023

En 2023, la Commission nationale portugaise a continuØ à 
promouvoir et à dynamiser les rØseaux UNESCO, importants 
partenaires sur le terrain dans les domaines d�action de 
l�Organisation. Le travail dØployØ porte ses fruits et nous 
vØrifions un intØrŒt croissant concernant l�UNESCO, ses 
objectifs et son action, ainsi qu�à une croissance de la 
gØnØralitØ des rØseaux et à une implication de plus en 
plus pertinente et ef�cace de leurs membres.  Au-delà des 
traditionnelles rØunions annuelles de chacun des rØseaux, 
organisØes ou coorganisØes par la Commission nationale, 
nous soulignons la commØmoration du 70Łme anniversaire du 
RØseau des Écoles AssociØes et le lancement du Concours 
Éduquer au Patrimoine � Éduquer à la Paix auprŁs des Øcoles, 
en partenariat avec le RØseau du Patrimoine mondial du 
Portugal.

Concernant les dØsignations UNESCO, le RØseau portugais 
de GØoparcs a dØveloppØ un vaste programme d�activitØs et 
prØpare un ensemble de matØriaux de diffusion.

Dans le domaine du Patrimoine Mondial, nous soulignons 
la constitution d�un groupe de travail chargØ de la rØvision 
de la Liste Indicative Nationale de biens susceptibles d�Œtre 
candidats et la crØation du Concours de Photographies « 
Patrimoine Mondial au Portugal ».

Au niveau du Patrimoine immatØriel, nous avons commØmorØ 
le 20Łme anniversaire de la Convention pour la Sauvegarde 
du Patrimoine ImmatØriel par la rØalisation d�un cycle de 
webinaires.

Pour ce qui est du secteur de la communication, nous 
soulignons l�inscription au Registre International de la MØmoire 
du Monde du Premier tour du monde en bateau par Magellan 
et El Cano, l�approbation de la premiŁre chaire sur le thŁme 
Communication, Øducation aux mØdias et citoyennetØ, ainsi 
que l�organisation du 6Łme CongrŁs d�Øducation aux mØdias, 
de l�initiative 7 jours avec les mØdias "Brave New World of 
AI. Que nous disent les algorithmes ?" et le Forum Øducation 
au cinØma et à l’audiovisuel, en partenariat avec diffØrents 
organismes.

Brochure de l�exposition Galveias ' Commission nationale portugaise 
pour l�UNESCO
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Success story
Celebrating 30 years of ASPnet in Slovenia, the Commission emphasized 
international collaboration and hosted two signi�cant events. The anniversary was 
marked by a national gathering organized by the ASP Center for Gorenjska on 
September 27, 2023, in Naklo, attended by 450 students and 60 teachers. The 
main celebration took place during the network’s annual meeting for teachers on 
October 20-21, 2023, at Primary School Sostro, focusing on "Culture of Peace and 
Sustainable Development through Transformative Education" under the patronage 
of the President of Republic of Slovenia. The inaugural national coordinator of 

the network and the �rst general secretary of the Slovenian National Commission 
for UNESCO attended the event. Additionally, the National Coordination of 
ASPnet organized a two-day meeting in Nuremberg on March 25-26, 2023, with 
45 teachers from ASP schools and representatives from the Slovenian National 
Commission to exchange good practices with German ASPnet. On May 29, 2023, 
ASPnet regional coordinators visited the UNESCO Regional Of�ce for Science and 
Culture in Venice to explore opportunities for international cooperation in Southeast 
Europe. Throughout 2023, our focus remained on the "Heritage and Youth" project, 
with all ASPnet members contributing materials for the publication.

Future priorities and possibilities for joint work

In 2023=2024, the Slovenian Commission for UNESCO has been playing a leading role in the organization of the second Global 
Forum on the Ethics of AI. The 2024 edition of the Forum built on the momentum of the �rst edition, which was hosted by the Czech 
Republic in December 2022. The Forum focused on the issues raised by the Recommendation on how to promote human rights and 
human dignity and how to ensure environmental sustainability and gender equality while facilitating the AI research, development, and 
applications for ef�cient and effective outcomes.

The Slovenian National Commission for UNESCO will continue in supporting and promoting UNESCO·s Recommendation on the Ethics 
of AI on global level during Slovenia·s membership in the UN Security Council.

In close collaboration with the Polish National Commission for UNESCO, the Slovenian Commission will strongly work on regional 
cooperation of National Commissions in Eastern and Southeastern Europe. 

SLOVENIA 
Slovenian National Commission for UNESCO

President: Ms Irena Mlinari� Ra��an

Secretary-General: Mr Ga�per Hrastelj

E-mail: �natcom.si@natcom.unesco.org

Activities implemented in 2023

Throughout 2023, the Slovenian National Commission for 
UNESCO operated within a dynamic environment, showcasing 
several remarkable activities.

In March, the Commission hosted the 17th edition of the 
national L’OrØal-UNESCO scholarship program "For Women 
in Science" in Ljubljana. This program, a collaborative effort 
between both partners, promotes gender equality and 
recognizes women’s achievements in science.

June saw the 30th International Karstological School "Classic 
Karst," themed "Development Approaches and Conceptual 
Models," held in Postojna. Under the patronage of UNESCO’s 
Director-General, the event was attended by Abou Amani, 
Director of UNESCO’s Department of Water Sciences, and 
the Secretary of UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Hydrological 
Programme.

In October, UNESCO approved the establishment of a 
new UNESCO Chair for Teacher Education for Sustainable 
Development Goals at the Faculty of Education, University of 
Ljubljana.

The International ASEF Classroom Network Conference took 
place in Ljubljana on 12-15 November 2023, organized by 
the International Research Centre for Arti�cial Intelligence 
under UNESCO’s auspices, in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of European Affairs.

The celebration of Philosophy Day in Slovenia, held at various 
venues, centred this year on "Philosophy in School, School in 
Philosophy" at the Faculty of Arts in Maribor.

A national conference on the Future of Education, organized 
by the University of Ljubljana, took place in Ljubljana on 
22 November 2023. Representatives from the UNESCO 
Secretariat and members of the International Commission on 
the Futures of Education attended the conference.

Additionally, a highly publicized exhibition titled "Memory 
of Slovenia," featuring originals from the National List at the 
National Museum of Slovenia, took place on 27 October 
3� December 2023, under the honorary patronage and 
presence of the President of the Republic, Dr Nata�a Pirc 
Musar.

ASPnet Meeting with UNESCO Of�ce in Venice ' Laura Bortulutti
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UNESCO Field Network

Region/Of�ce Of�ce type Country coverage

Abuja Multi Sectoral Regional 
Of�ce (West Africa)

Benin, Côte d�Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Togo 

Abidjan National Of�ce Côte d�Ivoire 
Accra National Of�ce Ghana 
Dakar Multi Sectoral Regional 

Of�ce (West Africa � Sahel)
Burkina Faso, Cabo Verde, The Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Mali, Niger, Senegal 

Bamako National Of�ce Mali 
Harare Multi Sectoral Regional 

Of�ce (Southern Africa)
Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe 

Maputo National Of�ce Mozambique 
Windhoek National Of�ce Namibia 
Nairobi Multi Sectoral Regional 

Of�ce (East Africa)
Comoros, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Rwanda, 
Seychelles, Somalia, South Sudan, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania 

Addis Ababa National Of�ce Liaison 
Of�ce 

Ethiopia Liaison Of�ce to the African Union and the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa 

Juba National Of�ce South Sudan 
Dar-es-Salaam National Of�ce Tanzania 
YaoundØ Multi Sectoral Regional 

Of�ce (Central Africa)
Angola, Burundi, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Congo, 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Sao Tome and 
Principe 

Brazzaville National Of�ce Congo 
Kinshasa National Of�ce Democratic Republic of The Congo 
Libreville National Of�ce Gabon 

Beirut Regional and Cluster Of�ce Regional Bureau for Education in the Arab States 
Cluster Of�ce to Lebanon, Syrian Arab Republic, Iraq, Jordan, Palestine 

Baghdad National Of�ce Iraq 
Amman National Of�ce Jordan 
Ramallah National Of�ce Palestine
Cairo Regional and Cluster Of�ce Regional Bureau for Sciences in the Arab States

Cluster Of�ce for Egypt, Sudan 
Khartoum National Of�ce Sudan 
Doha Cluster Of�ce Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen 
Rabat Cluster Of�ce Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Tunisia 
Almaty Cluster Of�ce Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan 
Tashkent National Of�ce Uzbekistan 
Apia Cluster Of�ce Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated 

States of), Nauru, New Zealand, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Tokelau (Associate Member) 

Bangkok Regional and Cluster Of�ce Regional Bureau for Education in Asia and the Paci�c
Cluster Of�ce for Cambodia, Thailand, Myanmar, Lao People�s Democratic 
Republic, Singapore, Viet Nam, 

Phnom Penh National Of�ce Cambodia 
Hanoi National Of�ce Viet Nam 
Beijing Cluster Of�ce Democratic People�s Republic of Korea, Japan, Mongolia, China, Republic of 

Korea
Jakarta Regional and Cluster Of�ce Regional Bureau for Sciences in Asia and the Paci�c 

Cluster Of�ce for Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Timor-
Leste 

New Delhi Cluster Of�ce Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Sri Lanka 
Dhaka National Of�ce Bangladesh 
Kathmandu National Of�ce Nepal 
Tehran Cluster Of�ce Afghanistan, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Pakistan, Turkmenistan
Kabul National Of�ce Afghanistan 
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Abbreviations list  
Liste des abrØviations

ACEIE African Centre of Excellence for Ethics in Information 

AHEG Ad Hoc Experts Group

AI Arti�cial Intelligence

ALECSO Arab Leagues Educational, Cultural and Scienti�c Organization

APCEIU Asia-Paci�c Center of Education for International Understanding

APFN Asia Paci�c Future Network

APGN Asia Paci�c Geopark Network 

APX Financial, administrative and general questions, programme support and external relations

ARCMoW African Regional Committee of the Memory of the World Programme

ASEAN Association of Southeast Asian Nations

ASPnet UNESCO Associated Schools Network

BEAR II Fond «�pour une meilleure Øducation pour l�essor de l�Afrique�»

BIE Bureau International d�Education

BIOPALT� BiosphŁre et Patrimoine du Lac Tchad

BMWHS Barberton Makhonjwa Mountains World Heritage Site

BRESCE UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe

BSE Basic School Education

CApED Capacity Development for Education Programme

CARICOM Caribbean Community and Common Market

CBLT Commission du Bassin du Lac Tchad

CBSS Council of the Baltic Sea States

CEBISA Biotechnology Center for Training in Agamic Seed Production

CDIS Culture for Development Indicators

CEDEAO� CommunautØ Economique des Etats de l�Afrique de l�Ouest

CEDEUM Centre for Drama in Education and Arts

CEEAC� CommunautØ Economique des Etats d�Afrique Centrale

CERLAC Regional Centre for Book Development in Latin America and the Caribbean 

CESA� StratØgie Continentale de l�Education pour l�Afrique de l�Union Africaine 2016-2025 

CIB� ComitØ International de la BioØthique 

CIGB� ComitØ intergouvernemental de BioØthique

CIGEPS Intergovernmental Committee for Physical Education and Sport 

CIOFF Council of Organizations of Folklore Festivals and Folk Arts 

CIS Commonwealth of Independent States

CLC Community Learning Centre

COMEST World Commission on the Ethics of Scienti�c Knowledge and Technology/ Commission Mondiale 
d�Ethique des Connaissances Scienti�ques et des Technologies

CONANP Commission Nationale des Aires Naturelles ProtØgØes

CONCYTEC Council for Science, Technology and Technological Innovation

CONFINTEA International Conference on Adult Education

COPIL ComitØ de Pilotage
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