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Dear Secretary-General,

| wish to express my sincere gratitude for the warm welcome and generous hospitality that you
extended to me and to my delegation during my first visit to Italy as Director-General of
UNESCO.

Italy’s steadfast commitment to UNESCO’s mandate continues to make a meaningful
contribution to bringing peoples closer together and to fostering a shared future grounded in
mutual understanding.

| would like to underscore the essential role of the Italian National Commission for UNESCO,
which serves as a vital bridge between the Organization, national institutions, and civil society.
Through its sustained engagement, it helps translate UNESCO’s values into concrete action,
strengthens cooperation among stakeholders, and promotes ltaly’s heritage, science, and
culture both nationally and internationally. As we discussed, | have invited my teams to explore
ways to further strengthen dialogue with the Venice Office and Headquarters, with a view to
deepening our cooperation.

As | mentioned during our exchange, harnessing the full potential of UNESCO’s extensive
networks, alongside fostering a stronger culture of intersectorality, is among the key priorities
| identified upon taking office. In this regard, Italy holds a prominent and leading position across
UNESCO’s networks and is strongly engaged across all areas of our mandate. | am confident
that the Italian National Commission will continue to work closely with us to fully leverage these
assets and to foster the connections needed to act in a coherent, efficient, and impactful
manner—particularly in support of intercultural dialogue in the Mediterranean and enhanced
cooperation with Africa, UNESCO’s global priority.

Please accept, Dear Secretary-General, the assurances of my highest consideration.

“Khaled E-Enany
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